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LEGAL EDUCATION, LAW AND ITS DIVISION 1 7 WORD STUDY


1. The following list contains irregular verbs used in the Unit. For each verb, 
 write the past tense, past participle, and present participle. The first is done as 
 an example.


INFINITIVE PAST TENSE PAST PARTICIPLE PRESENT PARTICIPLE


arise arose arisen arising


dealt with
 uphold
 find
 choose
 lead
 learn
 seek
 set out
 speak
 spend
 teach
 think
 understand
 sit for


2. The derivation of verbs from nouns, nouns from adjectives or verbs, etc. is 
 critical in improving grammar. Complete the following derivation exercises.


(i) Derive verbs from the following nouns. The mode of derivation is the same in 
 all three nouns.


assignment – to ---     ---; agreement – to ---     ---; commitment –  
 to ---      ---.


(ii) Although all the nouns below have the same suffix, deriving verbs will not be 
 as simple as it was in the first exercise. The first is done as an example.


application – to apply; completion – to ---; contribution – to ---;  


examination – to ---      ---; instruction – to ---  ---; intention –  
 to ---  ---; qualification – to ---  ---; regulation – to ---  ---.


1
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(iii) The nouns below are morphologically different and the modes of deriving 
 their verbs will also differ. Again, derive verbs from the following nouns. 


advocacy – to ---; belief – to ---; diversity – to ---;  


entry – to ---; ability – to ---;  exposure – to ---;  


graduate – to ---; growth – to ---; guidance – to ---;  


practice – to --- 


(iv) Many adjectives or participles were used in Unit 1. Derive verbs and nouns 
 from the following selection. The first is done as an example.


ADJECTIVE/PARTICIPLE VERB NOUN


comparative compare comparison


challenging
 creative
 elective
 fascinating


prestigious  xxx


ranging
 repetitive
 critical
 specific


(v) Deriving nouns from verbs seems to be the most difficult task. Derive nouns 
 from the following verbs.


to promote ---; to recognise ---; to strengthen ---;  


to persuade ---; to acquire ---; to maintain ---;  


to argue ---; to encourage ---.
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3. Complete the chart below listing the appropriate nouns (N) or verbs (V) for 
 the words given. The first example is provided for you (prosecution – prosecute).


N prosecution perpetration provision behaviour


V prosecute


N recognition trial


V conduct alter


N entitlement enforcement


V file infringe


N occurrence determination


V compensate violate


N distinction conviction


V prevent include


N breach


V settle injure acquit


N allegation loss proof


V enter


4. Using correct prepositions in speech may sometimes be quite an intricate task. 


Try to fill in the blanks with appropriate prepositions.


To take the step (i) --- a career; to be motivated (ii) --- a desire; to choose  
(iii) --- a range of subjects; to focus (iv) --- basic techniques; skills required  
(v) --- all lawyers; to give advice (vi) --- the requirements of law; steady growth 
(vii) --- the use of on-line education; to deal (viii) --- legal disputes; to carry  
(ix) --- research; to have interest (x) --- legal education; to be aware (xi) ---  
intricacies of law; to apply the rule (xii) --- the concrete facts; to be introduced  
(xiii) --- civil law; to be different (xiv) --- the programmes; to receive exposure 
(xv) --- other tradition; diverse approaches (xvi) --- legal issues; to enrol (xvii)  
--- law school; to be proud (xviii) --- graduates; rights (xix) ---  the citizens  
(xx) --- the state; to be concerned (xxi) --- wrongs; wrongs committed 
(xxii) --- an individual (xxiii) --- society; rights arising (xxiv) ---  
of agreements; a project linked (xxv) --- Contract Law; students divided (xxvi) 
--- sections; students assigned (xxvii) --- small groups; exception (xxviii)  
--- the rule; to benefit (xxix) --- the new system; the programme corre-
sponds (xxx) --- the new requirements; students are provided (xxxi) --- an 
on-line library; to study (xxxii) --- Charles University.
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5. Complete the phrases below with an appropriate preposition.


To fall (i) --- the ambit of public law; in contrast (ii) --- criminal law; consumer’s 
 rights (iii) --- shopkeepers; as opposed (iv) --- procedural law; laws concerned 
 (v) --- private rights; to sustain an injury (vi) --- work; an act relating (vii)  
 --- the public as a whole; the law applies (viii) --- all persons (ix) --- the 
 jurisdiction; the rules derived (x) --- various sources; an organization charged 
 (xi) --- a public interest; to take action (xii) --- defence of one’s interests; to 
 unreasonably interfere (xiii) --- the use of land; to control the situation (xiv) ---  
 the public benefit; the rules aimed (xv) --- preventing the problems; to enter (xvi) 
 --- a contract; offences range (xvii) --- petty to very serious; omissions contrary 
 (xviii) --- public order; trial (xix) --- jury; to subdivide crimes (xx) --- seri-
 ous and lesser; the conduct giving rise (xxi) --- criminal liability; to prove the guilt 
 (xxii) --- all reasonable doubt; to obtain redress (xxiii) --- the invasion of rights; 


the plaintiff proves his case (xxiv) --- the balance of probabilities; he was ordered 
 to refrain (xxv) --- acting.


6. Match the following adjectives to a noun below to form common collocations 
 (note that in this exercise it may be possible for one word to go in more than one 
 blank – there is no one correct answer).


elective, affirmative, bilingual, critical, extracurricular, comparative, financial, prestigious, 
 academic, criminal, independent, public, higher, legal, sole, intellectual


--- discipline; --- environment; --- course;  


--- analysis; --- practitioner; --- thinking;  


--- trial; --- interest; --- lawyer;  


--- inquiry; --- services; --- education;  


--- activities; --- research; --- studies;  


--- law; --- firm; --- action.


7. Fill in the blanks with a suitable noun from the list below (note that in this 
 exercise it may be possible for one word to go in more than one blank – there is 
 no one correct answer).


training, opportunities, approach, (law) degree, methods, administration, reasoning, ca-
 reer, base, curriculum, growth, lawyer, partner, number


diverse ---; public ---; rewarding ---;  


personalised ---; steady ---; teaching ---;  
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undergraduate ---; practising ---; client ---;  


practical ---; trading ---; substantial ---;  


logical ---; career ---.


8. Match the following nouns to a  verb below to form common collocations 
 (note that in this exercise it may be possible for one word to go in more than one 
 blank – there is no one correct answer).


work, regulations, views, law, a degree, studies, applicants, diversity, a decision, debate
 to handle ---; to promote ---; to encourage ---;  


to commence ---; to uphold ---; to award ---;  


to research ---; to advocate ---; to admit ---;  


to practise ---.


9. Complete the phrases choosing suitable verbs from the following list.


to prescribe; to issue; to seek; to commit; to sustain; to sue; to constitute; to enter; to claim; 


to govern; to hear; to lay down; to bring; to give rise to; to obtain


--- a  private person; --- compensation; --- a  crime; 


--- a civil wrong; --- behaviour; --- into a  contract;  


--- civil liability; --- the powers; --- a case;  


--- conditions; --- a remedy; --- an injunction;  


--- an injury; --- a legal action


10. Fill in the blanks in the following text. Try to do it without looking at the 
 choices below.


commitment, diverse, environment, faculty, feedback, methods, opportunity, issues, re-
 search, skills, seminars


Stanford has an exceptional (i) ---, distinguished not only for its scholarship, 
but also for its (ii) ---to teaching and curricular innovation. The School’s un-
usually low student/faculty ratio creates an intimate (iii) ---. This collegial 
atmosphere fosters students’ intellectual and professional development both in and 
out of the classroom. Instruction at Stanford takes place primarily in small classes and 
(iv) --- and through individual directed (v) ---. Stanford was a pio-
neer in the development of clinical teaching through simulation and individualized (vi) 
---. Today a (vii) --- range of legal clinics offer students the (viii) 
--- to work with actual clients under the close supervision of faculty prac-
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titioners. Through clinics, students can learn important legal (ix) --- while 
 serving disadvantaged members of the population, community groups, public interest 
 organizations, and the public at large. The faculty is continually engaged in developing 
 new teaching (x) --- to complement curricular innovations. Interdisciplinary 
 research projects allow faculty and students from the Law School and other parts of 
 the University, joined by practitioners and policy makers, to contribute to the solution 
 of many social and legal (xi) ---. (http://www.law.stanford.edu)


11. Complete the sentences choosing appropriate words from the respective lists.


A. 


crime; civil; consequences; depending; distinguishable; resides; wrongful


The distinction between a crime and a civil wrong cannot be stated as (i) ---  
 upon what is done, because what is done (or not done) may be the same in each case. 


The true distinction (ii) ---, therefore, not in the nature of the (iii)  
 --- act but in the legal (iv) --- that may follow it. If the wrongful 
 act (or omission) is capable of being followed by (v) --- proceedings, that 
 means that it is regarded as a civil wrong. If it is capable of being followed by both, it 
 is both a (vi) --- and a civil wrong. Criminal and civil proceedings are (in 
 the normal case) easily (vii) ---: the procedure is different, the outcome is 
 different, and the terminology is different.


B. 


contrary; criminal; discretion; initiated; proceedings; prosecuting; victim


One of the major objectives of the (i) --- law is to punish the wrongdoer 
for action which is deemed to be (ii) --- to the interests of the state and its 
citizens. Criminal (iii) --- do not have as a major objective the provision of 
compensation or support for the (iv) --- of crime. It is significant that the 
exercise of the (v) --- to prosecute is seldom carried out by the victim of the 
crime. Criminal proceedings are normally (vi) --- by the state or its agents 
and brought in the name of the Queen or the (vii) --- official.
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12. Complete the blanks with an appropriate word. Use the words from the texts 
 in Section A of the textbook.


In criminal proceedings the terminology is as follows. There is a person called a (i)  
 --- prosecuting a defendant, and the result of the prosecution, if success-
 ful, is a (ii) ---. The (iii) --- may be punished by one of a variety 
 of (iv) --- ranging from life imprisonment to a fine, or else may be released 
 on (v) --- or discharged without punishment or dealt with in various other 
 ways.


Turning to civil (vi) ---, the terminology generally is that a  plaintiff 
 brings an (vii) --- against a defendant. The proceedings, if successful, re-
 sult in judgment for the (viii) ---, and the judgment may order the (ix) 
 --- to pay the plaintiff money, or to transfer property to him, or to do or not 
 to do something (injunction), or to perform a contract (specific performance).


13. The following list of civil law and criminal law terms has been scrambled. Put 
 the terms into the chart below. Note that some of the words may be used in both 
 Civil and Criminal Law.


(a) defendant, (b) to sue a person, (c) prosecution, (d) to be guilty/not guilty, (e) conviction, 
 (f) plaintiff, (g) pay damages, (h) acquittal, (i) offence, (j) civil wrong, (k) to be liable/not 
 liable, (l) punishment (e.g. jail), (m) crime, (n) probation, (o) tortious conduct, (p) beyond 
 all reasonable doubt, (q) on the balance of probabilities, (r) theft, (s) relationship between 
 individuals, (t) relationship between the State and individual, (u) breach of contract, (v) 
 murder, (w) dangerous driving, (x) negligence, (y) to charge a person


CIVIL LAW CRIMINAL LAW


1. What does it regulate? 


2. Who are the parties?


3. How do you start the action?


4. What is a breach called, in general?


5.  What are the names of particular 
 breaches?


6.  How do we refer to the verdict for 
 the defendant?


7. What happens if the defendant loses?


8.  What is the standard of proof 
 required?
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14. What is wrong with terminology in the following situation and why?


Bob was charged with the murder of his ex-wife and her lover. He was sued in the 
 county court. The plaintiff was successful in the action and Bob was found liable. He 
 was punished by being ordered to pay the plaintiff $10,000 in damages.


15. This is quite a difficult exercise and requires your absolute concentration and 
 strong comprehension of what was written in Section A. Read the following sum-
 maries of evidentiary issues in three specific court cases. Fill in the blanks in the 
 summaries using a suitable word (or form of that word) from the words listed 
 below in italics. The words may be used more than once. (Summaries retrieved 
 from http://www.garretwilson.com)


actions; evidence; include; allow; true; introduce; error


Knapp v. State, Supreme Court of Indiana, 1907, 168 Ind. 153, 79 N.E. 1076 
 Defendant was convicted of first-degree murder. At the trial, the defendant attempted 
 to show self defense by indicating his fear of the deceased, saying that he had heard 
 that the deceased, a marshall, had clubbed and injured an old man while arresting 
 him, and that the man had died later. The prosecution showed (i) --- that 
 the old man had died from senility and alcoholism, not from violence. The defendant 
 urged that it was (ii) --- to include this testimony, because the issue was 
 whether the defendant had heard the marshall killed the man, not whether it was (iii) 
 ---. Should the trial court have included this testimony?


United States v. Carrillo, United States Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit, 1993,  
 981 F.2d 772


Detective Leo Alonzo over four years had participated in between 300 and 500 under-
 cover drug buys. One day he approached “Tito”, later identified as defendant Augustin 
 Mora Carrillo, and within about 30 seconds bought $20 worth of cocaine and heroin 
 Tito had in his mouth and then left. At trial defendant claimed he had been two blocks 
 away at the time. The prosecution attempted to (iv) --- evidence of two 
 prior acts of selling heroin. Should the trial court (v) --- evidence of previ-
 ous similar crimes?


Tucker v. State, Supreme Court of Nevada, 1966, 82 Nev. 127, 412 P.2d 970


In 1957 Tucker called the police. When the police arrived they found Earl Kaylor dead 
on the floor from bullet wounds. Tucker, who had apparently been drinking, claimed to 
have been asleep and came downstairs to find Kaylor dead. In 1963, Tucker called po-
lice, and when they found Omar Evans dead on the couch from bullet wounds, Tucker, 
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who apparently had been drinking, told the same story. Tucker was convicted for the 
 murder of Omar Evans after the state (vi) --- evidence of the death of Kay-
 lor, even though no one had ever been charged with that killing. Should evidence of 
 past (vii) --- of the defendant be (viii) --- into evidence if they 
 have not been proved?


16. Translate the following sentences into English. You can find inspiration in 
 texts in Section A of the textbook.


  (i) Právníci musí umět jasně psát a mluvit a být schopni účinně přesvědčovat a vy-
 jednávat.


  (ii) Studenti práva se musí naučit, jak mají chápat, hodnotit a používat právní pravi-
 dla, pojmy a principy, a osvojit si různé techniky právní argumentace.


 (iii) Cíle právnického vzdělání zahrnují preciznost myšlení, přesnost vyjadřování 
 a chápání právního systému.


  (iv) Studenti se nemusí učit každou právní normu, ale musí znát obecné principy 
 v jednotlivých právních odvětvích.


  (v) Není třeba učit se zpaměti jednotlivé právní předpisy a pravidla, ale je třeba jim 
 rozumět a správně je použít.


  (vi) Veřejné a soukromé právo jsou příkladem kategorií, které se překrývají.


 (vii) Úkony orgánu veřejné správy jsou v souladu s právem pouze tehdy, když existuje 
 právní norma, která jim takové jednání dovoluje.


 (viii) Některé druhy jednání zakládají trestněprávní odpovědnost, některé zakládají ci-
 vilněprávní odpovědnost.


  (ix) Hmotné právo zakládá, definuje a upravuje práva a povinnosti stran a procesní 
 právo stanoví metody, jak tato práva vynucovat.


  (x) Stranami občanskoprávního sporu jsou žalobce a žalovaný.


  (xi) Rozdíl mezi civilním a trestním právem spočívá v tom, že trestní právo upravuje 
vztahy mezi státem na jedné straně a fyzickými nebo právnickými osobami na 
druhé straně, a civilní právo mezi fyzickými či právnickými osobami navzájem.
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ANSWER KEY


EX. 1


dealt with, dealt with, dealing with; upheld, upheld, upholding; found, found, finding; chose, chosen, 
 choosing; led, led, leading; learnt/learned, learnt/learned, learning; sought, sought, seeking; set 
 out, set out, setting out; spoke, spoken, speaking; spent, spent, spending; taught, taught, teaching; 


thought, thought, thinking; understood, understood, understanding; sat for, sat for, sitting for


EX. 2


(i) assign, agree, commit; 


(ii) complete, contribute, examine, instruct, intend, qualify, regulate; 


(iii) advocate, believe, diversify, enter, be able, expose, graduate, grow, guide, practise; 


(iv) challenge, challenge; create, creativity; elect, election; fascinate, fascination; prestige; range, 
 range; repeat, repetition; criticise, criticism; specify, specificity; 


(v) promotion, recognition, strength, persuasion, acquisition, maintenance, argument, 
 encouragement


EX. 3


perpetrate; provide; behave;


recognise; try; conduct; alteration;


entitle; file; enforce; infringement;


compensation; occur; violation; determine;


distinguish; prevention; convict; inclusion;


settlement; breach; injury; acquittal;


allege; lose; entrance/entry; prove


EX. 4


(i) towards; (ii) by; (iii) from; (iv) on; (v) of; (vi) on; (vii) in; (viii) with; (ix) out; (x) in; (xi) of; (xii) to; 


(xiii) to; (xiv) from; (xv) to; (xvi) to; (xvii) in; (xviii) of; (xix) of; (xx) against; (xxi) with; (xxii) by; 


(xxiii) against; (xxiv) out; (xxv) to; (xxvi) into; (xxvii) to; (xxviii) to; (xxix) from; (xxx) to; (xxxi) with; 


(xxxii) at 
 EX. 5


(i) within; (ii) to; (iii) against; (iv) to; (v) with; (vi) at; (vii) to; (viii) to; (ix) in/within; (x) from; (xi) with; 


(xii) in; (xiii) with; (xiv) for; (xv) at; (xvi) into; (xvii) from; (xviii) to; (xix) by; (xx) into; (xxi) to; 


(xxii) beyond; (xxiii) for; (xxiv) on; (xxv) from
 EX. 6


academic discipline; bilingual environment; elective course; comparative analysis; sole practitioner; 


critical thinking; criminal trial; public interest lawyer; intellectual inquiry; financial services; higher 
 education; extracurricular activities; independent research; legal studies; prestigious law firm; 


affirmative action


EX. 7


diverse approach; public administration; rewarding career; personalised curriculum; steady growth; 


teaching methods; undergraduate law degree; practising lawyer; client base; practical training; 


trading partner; substantial number; logical reasoning; career opportunities
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EX. 8


handle work; promote diversity; encourage debate; commence studies; uphold a decision; award 
 a degree; research regulations; advocate views; admit applicants, practise law


EX. 9


to sue a private person; to seek/to claim compensation; to commit a crime; to constitute a civil wrong; 


to govern behaviour; to enter into a contract; to give rise to civil liability; to prescribe the powers; to 
 hear a case; to lay down/to prescribe conditions; to obtain a remedy; to seek/to issue/to obtain an 
 injunction; to sustain an injury; to bring a legal action


EX. 10


(i) faculty; (ii) commitment; (iii) environment; (iv) seminars; (v) research; (vi) feedback; (vii) diverse; 


(viii) opportunity; (ix) skills; (x) methods; (xi) issues
 EX. 11


A. (i) depending; (ii) resides; (iii) wrongful; (iv) consequences; (v) civil; (vi) crime; (vii) distinguishable
 B. (i) criminal; (ii) contrary; (iii) proceedings; (iv) victim; (v) discretion; (vi) initiated; (vii) prosecuting


EX. 12


(i) prosecutor; (ii) conviction; (iii) defendant; (iv) punishment; (v) probation; (vi) law; (vii) action; 


(viii) plaintiff; (ix) defendant
 EX. 13


(Civ.)//(Crim.)


1. (s)//(t); 2. (f),(a)//(c),(a); 3. (b)//(y); 4. (j)//(i),(m); 5. (o),(u),(x)//(r)(v)(w); 6. (k)//(d),(e),(h); 7. (g)//(l)(n); 


8. (q)//(p)
 EX. 14


Bob was charged with the murder of his ex-wife and her lover. He was sued prosecuted in the county 
 court. The plaintiff prosecutor was successful in the action and Bob was found liable guilty. He was 
 punished by being ordered to pay the plaintiff $10,000 in damages the sentence of imprisonment 
 (or death penalty).


EX. 15


(i) evidence; (ii) error; (iii) true; (iv) introduce; (v) allow; (vi) introduced; (vii) actions; (viii) allowed
 EX. 16


(i) Lawyers must be able to write and speak clearly and be able to persuade and negotiate effectively.


(ii) Law students should learn how to understand, assess and use legal rules, concepts and principles, 
 and to acquire various techniques of legal reasoning. 


(iii) The aims of legal education include precise thinking, distinct speaking and understanding the 
 legal system. 


(iv) Students need not learn every legal rule but should know the general principles of individual 
 legal branches.


(v) It is not necessary to memorize individual laws and rules, but what is required is their 
 understanding and correct application.


(vi) Public and private law is an example of categories that overlap. 
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(vii) Acts of a public body are compatible with /in compliance with / according to law only if there is 
 a legal rule stipulating such conduct.


(viii) Certain conduct gives rise to criminal liability, other to civil liability. 


(ix) Substantive law creates, defines and regulates rights and duties of parties; procedural law 
 prescribes methods of enforcing these rights. 


(x) Parties to a civil suit/case (litigation) are the plaintiff and the defendant. 


(xi) The difference between civil and criminal law subsists in that criminal law regulates relations 
between the state on the one hand and individuals and legal entities on the other, and civil law 
regulates relations between individuals and legal entities.
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1. Derive verbs from the following nouns.


action – to ---; agreement – to ---; amendment – to ---; 


application – to ---; approval – to ---; assistance – to ---;  


codification  – to ---; conclusion  – to ---; consideration  –  
 to ---; creation – to ---; decision – to ---; development –  
 to ---; distinction – to ---; enactment – to ---; expres-
 sion  – to ---; foundation  – to ---; inspiration  – to ---; 


intent – to ---; interpretation – to ---; preference – to ---;  


provision – to ---; reference – to ---; regulation – to ---; 


response – to ---; treatment – to--- 


2. Derive adjectives from the following nouns.


fairness – ---; flexibility – ---; importance – ---; justice – 
 ---; maturity – ---; precision – ---; statute – ---; 


supremacy – ---; consistency – --- 


3. Derive nouns from the following verbs.


to administer – ---; to adopt – ---; to amalgamate – ---;  


to appear – ---; to apply – ---; to arrive – ---; to codify –  
 ---; to confine  – ---; to confirm  – ---; to create  –  
 ---; to derive – ---; to determine – ---; to develop –  
 ---; to deviate  – ---; to distinguish  – ---; to divide  –  
 ---; to enact  – ---; to evolve  – ---; to govern  –  
 ---; to indicate – ---; to influence – ---; to interpret –  
 ---; to intervene – ---; to limit – ---; to maintain –  
 ---; to prescribe – ---; to recognize – ---; to recom-
 mend  – ---; to reduce  – ---; to resolve  – ---; to 
 respond – ---; to satisfy – ---; to settle – ---; to signify – 
 ---; to support – ---.
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4. Derive adjectives from the following nouns.


application – ---; congress – ---; constitution – ---;  


discretion – ---; equality – ---; equity – ---;  


identity  – ---; impartiality  – ---; importance  – ---;  


independence – ---; persuasion – ---; predominance –  
 ---; religion – ---; responsibility – ---; statute –  
 ---.


5. Add negative prefixes to the following words in order to change their meaning 
 to their opposites.


---dependent; ---equal; ---partial; ---usual; ---constitutional; 


---adequacy; ---obedience; ---fairly; ---enacted; ---written.


6. Find antonyms (words of opposite meaning) for the following expressions.


(i) superior × ---; (ii) future × ---; (iii) prohibit × ---;  


(iv) majority × ---; (v) complex × ---.


7. Fill in correct prepositions into the following sentences.


Law is a system of regulations to govern the conduct of the people (i) --- response 
 (ii) --- the need for regularity and justice based (iii) --- collective human ex-
 perience. The term may also denote a  regulation enacted by the legislative branch 
 of a government and signed (iv) --- law. William the Conqueror arrived (v) --- 
 England in 1066 and combined the best of Anglo-Saxon law with Norman law, which 
 resulted (vi) --- the English common law. In continental law disputes were settled 
 (vii) --- reference (viii) --- a written legal code arrived at through legislation. 


The civil law judge is bound (ix) --- the provisions of the written law. The English 
legal system is centralised (x) --- a court structure which is common (xi) ---  
the whole country. Modern countries that do not adhere (xii) --- civil law were 
colonized by England. The sources of law are usually divided (xiii) --- two groups – 
primary and secondary sources. Common law has evolved (xiv) --- the centuries 
(xv) --- judges’ decisions. A common law rule has as much force as a rule derived 
(xvi) --- statute. Strictly speaking, the term common law is confined (xvii) --- 
rules which have been developed entirely (xviii) --- judicial decisions. Supremacy 
of the law means that acts of governmental agencies are subject (xix) --- scrutiny 
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(xx) --- ordinary legal proceedings. When the same facts appear (xxi) --- the 
 court again, the court is bound (xxii) --- the doctrine of stare decisis to rule (xxiii) 
 --- the same way. The judiciary maintains a constitutional check (xxiv) --- con-
 gressional and state activity. Despite the principle of stare decisis, courts will at times 
 deviate (xxv) --- earlier precedent. Judgments given (xxvi) --- superior courts 
 in the hierarchy are binding (xxvii) --- inferior courts. Ratio decidendi is that part 
 of reasoning in the judgment which is necessary (xxviii) --- order to determine the 
 law (xxix) --- the issue in the particular case (xxx) --- the judge. Written law 
 signifies law formally enacted or made by Parliament whether reduced (xxxi) --- 
 writing or not. English judges are independent (xxxii) --- the government and the 
 people appearing (xxxiii) --- them.


8. Complete the missing word(s) from the list below.


codes; conduct; decidendi; decisions; decisis; dicta; equitable remedies; equity; law; law 
 and equity; legal precedents; legal rules; precedents; provision; standards; statutory law
 (i) moral ---; (ii) rules of ---; (iii) source of ---;  


(iv) written ---; (v) applicable ---; (vi) doctrine of ---;  


(vii) impartial ---; (viii) supremacy of ---; (ix) interpretation of  
 ---; (x) obiter ---; (xi) ratio ---; (xii) to amalgamate  
 ---; (xiii) maxims of ---; (xiv) discretionary ---; (xv) 
 hierarchy of ---; (xvi) stare ---. 


9. Complete the text with suitable expressions from the list below.


binding, civil, combine, common, decision, determinations, fairness, higher, precedent, 
 remedies, separate, set up, stare decisis


The American system is a (i) --- law system, which relies heavily on court  
 (ii) ---. In our system, even when a  statute is at issue, judicial (iii)  
 --- in earlier court cases are extremely critical to the court’s resolution of 
 the matter before it. (iv) --- law systems rely less on court precedent and 
 more on codes, which explicitly provide rules of (v) --- for many specific 
 disputes. When a judge needs to go beyond the letter of a code in disposing of a dispute, 
 the judge’s resolution will not become (vi) --- or perhaps even relevant in 
 subsequent determinations involving other parties.


The use of court precedent – earlier court decisions in factually analogous cases – 
is one of the defining elements of the common law system. In short, the use of court 
precedent, known as the principle of (vii) ---, requires that a court follow  
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the rules of law established by the same or (viii) --- level courts in the same 
 jurisdiction.


Equity is a group of rights and procedures to provide (ix) ---, unhampered 
 by the narrow strictures of the old common law or other technical requirements of the 
 law. The rules of equity arose in England where the strict limitations of common law 
 would not solve all problems, so the King (x) --- the court of chancery to 
 provide (xi) --- through the royal power. Most US eastern states had courts 
 of equity or chancery (xii) --- from courts of law, and others had parallel 
 systems of law and equity with different procedural rules. Now most US states (xiii) 
 --- law and equity and treat both under “one cause of action”.


10. Complete the text with suitable words to make sense of each sentence.


Common law is the system of deciding (i) --- that originated in England and 
 which was later adopted in the U.S. Common law is based on (ii) --- instead 
 of statutory (iii) ---. The U.S. is a common law country. In all states except 
 (iv) ---, which is based on Napoleonic (v) ---, the common law of 
 England was adopted as the general law of the state, or varied by statute. Today almost 
 all common law has been (vi) --- into statutes with modern variations by all 
 the states. Broad areas of the law, (vii) --- as property, contracts and torts 
 are traditionally (viii) --- of the common law. Because these areas of the law 
 are mostly within the jurisdiction of the states, state (ix) --- are the main 
 source of common law.


Equity is still distinguished by its original principle that no (x) --- should 
 be without an adequate remedy. (xi) --- of common law and equity in the 
 United States had begun with the New York procedure code (1848). Today only a few of 
 the states have separate (xii) --- courts. Of the remaining states some divide 
 actions and (to a lesser extent) remedies into legal and (xiii) ---, while the 
 others have almost entirely (xiv) --- the distinction.


11. Translate the following sentences into English.


  (i) Pro kontinentální právo je typické shromažďování právních norem v ucelený sou-
 bor – zákoník.


  (ii) Pravidla obyčejového práva mají stejnou právní sílu jako pravidla vycházející 
 z psaného zákona.


  (iii) Anglické právo je odvozeno ze soudních precedentů.


  (iv) Evropské právo je založeno na tradicích římského práva.
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  (v) Ve Skotsku vychází právní systém částečně z obyčejového a částečně z římského 
 práva a rozdíl v přístupu je viditelný hlavně v trestním právu.


  (vi) V případě kolize obyčejového a ekvitního práva převažují ekvitní normy.


 (vii) Jedním z nejdůležitějších rysů práva ekvity je zásada, že náprava se poskytuje na 
 základě uvážení soudce, tj. neexistuje na ni právní nárok.


 (viii) Rozsudky vynesené vyšším soudem jsou závazné pro nižší soud.



ANSWER KEY


EX. 1


act, agree, amend, apply, approve, assist, codify, conclude, consider, create, decide, develop, distinguish, 
 enact, express, found, inspire, intend, interpret, prefer, provide, refer, regulate, respond, treat.


EX. 2


fair, flexible, important, just, mature, precise, statutory, supreme, consistent


EX. 3


administration, adoption, amalgamation, appearance, application, arrival, codification, confinement, 
 confirmation, creation, derivation, determination, development, deviation, distinction, division, 
 enactment, evolution, government, indication, influence, interpretation, intervention, limit / 
 limitation, maintenance, prescription, recognition, recommendation, reduction, resolution, response, 
 satisfaction, settlement, signification, support.


EX. 4


applicable, congressional, constitutional, discretionary, equal, equitable, identical, impartial, 
 important, independent, persuasive, predominant, religious, responsible, statutory


EX. 5


independent, unequal, impartial, unusual, unconstitutional, inadequacy, disobedience, unfairly, 
 unenacted, unwritten


EX. 6


(i) inferior / lower / subsidiary; (ii) past; (iii) allow / permit / let; (iv) minority; (v) simple / easy


EX. 7


(i) in; (ii) to; (iii) upon; (iv) into; (v) in; (vi) in; (vii) by; (viii) to; (ix) by; (x) through; (xi) to; (xii) to; 


(xiii) into; (xiv) over; (xv) from; (xvi) from; (xvii) to; (xviii) by; (xix) to; (xx) in; (xxi) before; (xxii) by; 


(xxiii) in; (xxiv) on; (xxv) from; (xxvi) by; (xxvii) on; (xxviii) in; (xxix) on; (xxx) before; (xxxi) to; 


(xxxii) of; (xxxiii) before
 EX. 8


(i) moral standards; (ii) rules of conduct; (iii) source of legal rules; (iv) written codes; (v) applicable 
 provision; (vi) doctrine of legal precedents; (vii) impartial decisions; (viii) supremacy of law; 


(ix) interpretation of statutory law; (x) obiter dicta; (xi) ratio decidendi; (xii) to amalgamate law and 
 equity; (xiii) maxims of equity; (xiv) discretionary equitable remedies; (xv) hierarchy of precedents; 


(xvi) stare decisis
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EX. 9


(i) common; (ii) precedent; (iii) determinations; (iv) Civil; (v) decision; (vi) binding; (vii) stare decisis; 


(viii) higher; (ix) fairness; (x) set up; (xi) remedies; (xii) separate; (xiii) combine


EX. 10


(i) cases; (ii) precedent; (iii) laws; (iv) Louisiana; (v) code; (vi) enacted; (vii) such; (viii) part; (ix) courts; 


(x) wrong; (xi) Amalgamation; (xii) equity; (xiii) equitable; (xiv) abolished


EX. 11


(i) It is typical of continental law to collect legal rules to a consistent body – a code. 


(ii) Common law rules have as much legal force as the rules based upon a written statute. 


(iii) English law is derived from judicial precedents. 


(iv) European law is based upon the tradition of Roman law. 


(v) The system of law in Scotland is based in part upon common law and in part upon Roman law; the 
 difference in its approach can be seen primarily in criminal law. 


(vi) Should there be a conflict between common law and the law of equity equitable rules prevail. 


(vii) One of the main features of equity is the principle that remedies are discretionary, i.e. there is no 
 right to them. 


(viii) Judgments issued by a superior court are binding on inferior courts.
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1. The word act operates as a noun as well as a verb. Moreover, it functions as 
 a root or base form for many other words. Make a list of all words (nouns, verbs, 
 adjectives) containing ‑act‑. (Use each word in a sentence.)


Example: en-act


2. Derive


(i) nouns from the following verbs


to create ---; to distinguish ---; to propose ---; to differ  
 ---; to apply ---; to behave ---; to determine  
 ---; to alter ---; to explain ---; to submit ---; 


to attend ---; to amend ---


(ii) verbs from the following nouns


legislation – to ---; regulation – to ---; relation –  
 to ---; guidance – to ---; directive – to ---; support –  
 to ---; signature  – to ---; examination  – to ---;  


loss – to ---; transmittal – to ---; publication – to ---; 


conclusion – to ---


3. Fill in the blanks with appropriate prepositions.


To move an amendment (i) --- the suggestion (ii) --- a  group of Members; 


examination of a bill (iii) --- compliance (iv) --- the rules; to introduce a bill 
 (v) --- any time while the House is (vi) --- session; to be subject (vii) --- 
 a programme motion; to speak (viii) --- opposition (ix) --- the amendment; to 
 strike (x) --- the last word; to allow five minutes (xi) --- debate; to enact the bill 
 (xii) --- law; to give time (xiii) --- the submission of the report (xiv) --- the 
 House; to act favourably (xv) --- the bill; to be consistent (xvi) --- the program; 


amendments cannot be made (xvii) --- this stage; to override a presidential veto 
 (xviii) --- a two-thirds vote; to submit a bill (xix) --- the Royal Assent; to set (xx) 
 --- the current status of the law; to deal (xxi) --- ancillary matters, to make bills 
 available (xxii) --- the public.
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4. Match the nouns on the left with the nouns on the right so that comprehen-
 sible phrases are created.


date


consideration
 collection
 session
 table


OF


the measure
 Congress
 approval
 contents
 the laws


5. Match the adjectives with suitable nouns listed below.


amendment, attendance, body, changes, committee, instrument, legislation, publication, 
 rule, sponsorship, station, status, time, veto


frequent ---; secondary ---; statutory ---;  


sovereign ---; multiple ---; appropriate ---;  


germane ---; invariable ---; ample ---; 


presidential ---; compulsory ---; vote ---; 


official ---; current ---


6. Complete the phrases using appropriate adjectives from the list in italics. 


alphabetical, appointed, cumulative, direct, electronic, guaranteed, local, majority, neces-
 sary, notable, prescribed, regular, secured, subordinate, sufficient


--- loss; --- attendance; --- vote; --- procedure; 


--- device; --- excuse; --- method; --- order; 


--- supplement; --- session; --- expertise; --- 
 authority; --- laws; --- support; --- statement


7. Complete the phrases using verbs listed in italics so that the phrases make 
 sense.


get, bind, entertain, create, act, consider, delete, compel, determine, constitute


--- on behalf; --- the people; --- the attendance;  


--- the principle; --- a quorum; --- law; ---  
the name; --- the area; --- a request; --- a divorce
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8. Complete the phrases choosing suitable objects listed in italics.


assent, an Act, the approval, a bill, the force of law, the legislative power, the possibility, 
 a presidential veto, the purpose, the rollcall


to have ---; to introduce ---; to order ---; to override  
 ---; to pass ---; to delegate ---; to preserve ---;  


to prevent ---; to receive ---; to withhold ---


9. The verb fail and its derived noun failure are used throughout various branch-
 es of law and various types of legal texts.


A. A major role of the verb fail is to serve as the lexical negative of an infinitive that 
 immediately follows: 


fail to receive = not to receive, fail to act = not to act
 B. The purpose of the noun failure is to:


a) change the following infinitive into a noun, and
 b) turn it into its negative


failure to receive = non-reception, failure to act = non-activity


(i) Transform the following nouns into the failure to construction.


non-performance ---; non-acceptance ---; non-compliance  
 ---; non-occurrence ---; non-appearance ---; 


non-delivery ---;


(ii) Translate the nouns into English using the failure to construction.


nečinnost ---; nedodání ---; nedostavení se ---;  


nesplnění ---; nedovolení ---; nenavržení ---; 


neplacení ---; neposkytnutí ---; nepřekážení ---


10. Think of synonyms for the following nouns.


(i) support ---; (ii) stage ---; (iii) behaviour ---; (iv) area  
---; (v) statement ---; (vi) change ---; (vii) power  
---; (viii) type ---; (ix) range ---
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11. In one of the texts in Section A of Unit 3 you read the phrase to be familiar with 
 something. Think of phrases that are equivalent. If you do not know any, try to 
 find some in your English dictionary.


12. Write a brief definition or explanation of the following terms.


  (i) legislation  
   (ii) legislative  
  (iii) legislator 
  (iv) legislature  
   (v) to legislate  


13. Translate the following sentences into English.


  (i) Je třeba rozlišovat mezi jednotlivými stupni legislativy.


  (ii) Zákony se všeobecnou působností platí pro každého v rámci celého právního sys-
 tému.


  (iii) Některé zákony platí pro určité osoby nebo určité místo.


  (iv) Nejběžnějším příkladem zákona s místní působností je zákon, jenž platí pro určité 
 město.


  (v) Parlament může pověřit zákonodárnou pravomocí jiné orgány, například vládní 
 úřady a ministerstva.


  (vi) Sbírky zákonů mohou být uspořádány chronologicky nebo předmětově.


 (vii) Právní norma obsažená v zákoně může být změněna pouze jiným zákonem.



ANSWER KEY


EX. 1


actor (actress); acting, action, inaction; activity, inactivity; activation; actionability; activeness; 


activate, inactivate; enact, enactment, unenacted
 EX. 2


(i) creation; distinction; proposal; difference; application; behaviour; determination; alteration; 


explanation; submission; attendance; amendment 


(ii) to legislate; regulate; relate; guide; direct; support; sign; examine; lose; transmit; publish; conclude
 EX. 3


(i) at; (ii) of; (iii)f or; (iv)with; (v) at; (vi) in; (vii) to; (viii) in; (ix) to; (x) out; (xi) for; (xii) into; (xiii) for; 


(xiv) to; (xv) on; (xvi) with; (xvii) at; (xviii) by; (xix) for; (xx) out; (xxi) with; (xxii) to
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EX. 4


date of approval; consideration of the measure; collection of the laws; session of Congress; table of 
 contents


EX. 5


frequent changes; secondary legislation; statutory instrument; sovereign body; multiple sponsorship; 


appropriate committee; germane amendment; invariable rule; ample time; presidential veto; 


compulsory attendance; vote station; official publication; current status


EX. 6


notable loss; secured attendance; majority vote; appointed procedure; electronic device; sufficient 
 excuse; prescribed method; alphabetical order; cumulative supplement; regular session; necessary 
 expertise; local authority; subordinate laws; guaranteed support; direct statement


EX. 7


act on behalf; bind the people; compel the attendance; consider the principle; constitute a quorum; 


create law; delete the name; determine the area; entertain a request; get a divorce


EX. 8


to have the force of law; to introduce a bill; to order the rollcall; to override a presidential veto; 


to pass an Act; to delegate the legislative power; to preserve the purpose; to prevent the possibility; 


to receive the approval; to withhold assent
 EX. 9


(i) failure to perform; failure to accept; failure to comply; failure to occur; failure to appear; failure to 
 deliver. 


(ii) failure to act; failure to deliver; failure to attend/appear; failure to fulfil; failure to permit; failure to 
 propose; failure to pay; failure to provide; failure to obstruct/hinder


EX. 10


(i) maintenance/assistance/help; (ii) phase; (iii) conduct; (iv) field/branch; (v) declaration; 


(vi) alteration/amendment; (vii) authority/force; (viii) kind; (ix) scope/extent
 EX. 11


be acquainted: having fair knowledge of; they were acquainted with; they were fully acquainted with 
 the facts; be informed of


EX. 12


(i) legislation noun laws or written rules which are passed by Parliament and implemented by the 
 courts; 


(ii) legislative adjective used to make laws; legislative processes; Parliament has a legislative 
 function; 


(iii) legislator noun person who makes or passes laws (such as an MP, Congressman, etc.);


(iv) legislature noun (i) body (such as a Parliament) which makes laws; (ii) building where 


a Parliament meets; members of the legislature voted against the proposal; the protesters marched 
 towards the State Legislature; 


(v) legislate verb to make a law; Parliament has legislated against the sale of drugs.
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EX. 13


(i) We should distinguish between individual types of legislation. 


(ii) General laws apply to everyone within the whole legal system. 


(iii) Some laws apply just to particular persons or particular places.


(iv) The most common example of a local law is statute applicable just to a particular city or town.


(v) Parliament may delegate its legislative power to other bodies, such as government agencies or 
 ministries. 


(vi) Collections of laws may be arranged either alphabetically or according to their subject-matter. 


(vii) A legal rule contained in a statute (an act) may be altered only by another statute (act).
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1. In order to describe or compare an event, situation or concept, you should be 
 able, amongst other things, to use adjectives and to find their opposite forms, 
 such as acceptable and unacceptable. The most common way is to use the appro-
 priate prefixes or to detach them.


Complete the following table using the adjectives in the list below.


advantageous, approved, assenting, constitutional, continuing, criminal, definite, depen-
 dent, direct, dispensable, due, employed, enforceable, formal, legal, limited, logical, official, 
 orderly, permanent, possible, probable, reasonable, regular, relevant, responsible, suffi-
 cient, traditional, valid


dis
 il
 im
 in
 ir
 non
 un


2. However, you cannot always create the negative form of an adjective by us-
 ing prefixes. Sometimes you must use a completely different word to express the 
 opposite meaning. Complete the following tables with a suitable antonym of the 
 following adjectives.


private – public; absolute – ---; speedy – ---; individual –  
 ---; impartial – ---; sovereign – ---; partial –  
 ---; domestic – ---; close – ---; democratic –  
 ---; false – ---; final – ---


3. In one of the texts in Section A you saw another prefix in the compound self‑de‑


termination. The prefix self‑ has reflexive meaning = “oneself”, “itself” in various 
 relations with the second element of the compound.


The basis of compounds is normally a  reflexive verbal phrase; thus, from “to 
 accuse oneself” is formed a series of formally related words, self‑accusation, self‑


accusatory, self‑accusing, self‑accused, any of which may arise independently of 
 the others.


4


CONSTITUTIONAL LAW AND ELECTORAL PRO-
CESS



(32)
32 4


Try to match words with the prefix self- with to the following definitions tak-
 en from the Oxford English Dictionary (CD edition, OUP 2004). There are more 
 words offered than there are definitions, i.e. not all offered words will be used.


self-assessment; self-centred; self-confidence; self-contained; self-control; self-defence; 


self-destruction; self-elected; self-executing; self-government; self-help; self-incrimination; 


self-justification; self-pity; self-reliance; self-regulation; self-study


 (i) --- confidence in oneself; often in an unfavourable sense, arrogant or 
 impudent reliance on one’s own powers.


 (ii) --- study or contemplation of oneself. Study by oneself; private study.


 (iii) --- an attempt to redress a perceived wrong by one’s own action rather 
 than through the normal legal process, i.e. to help oneself to remedy.


 (iv) --- the act of defending oneself, one’s rights or position.


 (v) --- destruction of oneself, one’s life; esp. self-murder, suicide.


 (vi) --- elected by oneself, (of a body) elected by its members; of an office to 
 which a person has appointed himself.


 (vii) --- the act of indicating one’s own involvement in a crime or exposing 
 oneself to prosecution.


 (viii) --- regulation, control, or direction by or of oneself (itself).


 (ix) --- control of oneself, one’s desires, etc.


 (x) --- assessment or evaluation of oneself, one’s actions or attitudes by 
 oneself; calculation of taxable liability by oneself.


 (xi) --- (of an instrument, especially international treaty) effective immedi-
 ately without the need of any type of implementing action.


 (xii) --- administration by a people or state of its own affairs without exter-
 nal direction or interference.


NOTE


There are two nouns suggesting that matters are governed by the involved people 
 themselves, namely self-government and self-governance. Although both may be trans-
 lated into Czech as samospráva, the contexts in which they can be used or found differ.


 i. Self-government is primarily used when public administration in the state, or its 
 part, is meant, e.g. self-government of individual states of the USA, or self-govern-
 ment of regions or communities in the Czech Republic.


 ii. Self-governance means primarily independent organization and administration of 
own matters within and by an association, club, society or any other entity estab-
lished particularly on the grounds of the common interests of their members, such 
as student self-governance within American universities, the self-governance of ab- 
original tribes in Canada, the US or Australia, or self-governance of teachers within 
a specific territory, etc.
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4. Complete the phrases below with appropriate prepositions.


The Queen’s role set (i) --- (ii) --- the Constitution Act; (iii)--- confor-
 mity (iv)--- the Constitution; (v)--- violation (vi)--- law; to indicate 
 variation (vii)--- law; to be conformed (viii) --- basic principles; an in-
 strument agreed (ix)--- (x)--- the people; decision (xi)--- respect 
 (xii)--- all issues; to act (xiii) --- opposition (xiv)--- the ultimate 
 authority; a grant of power (xv)--- the fifty sovereign states (xvi)--- the 
 United States; to be secure (xvii)--- seizure (xviii)--- one’s own home; 


a person charged (xix)--- breaking the law; trial (xx)--- a jury; to divide 
 the powers (xxi)--- three branches; to prevent any one branch (xxii)--- 
 gaining excessive power; to contest the law (xxiii)--- grounds that it conflicts  
 (xxiv)--- the Constitution; to deal (xxv) --- certain issues; to track (xxvi) 
 --- criminals; to set (xxvii)--- basic principles; the executive power is 
 vested (xxviii)--- the Queen but the real power rests (xxix)--- the Cabi-
 net; to consider some issues (xxx)--- a federal level; ministers answerable (xxxi) 
 --- Parliament (xxxii)--- their activities; to preside (xxxiii)--- cases 
 (xxxiv)--- courts; British constitution is made (xxxv) --- (xxxvi)--- 
 statute law, common law and conventions; ministers appointed (xxxvii)--- the 
 Australian Parliament; to carry (xxxviii)--- the government programs enacted 
 (xxxix)--- law (lx) --- Congress; to perform the duties (lxi)--- the 
 name (lxii) --- the Queen; to be involved (lxiii) --- pardoning people con-
 victed (lxiv)--- crimes; Australian ministers are independent (lxv)--- the 
 British Government; to act (lxvi)--- the advice of the government; to serve (lxvii) 
 --- juries; persons subject (lxviii) --- the jurisdiction (il) --- the State; to be 
 eligible (l) --- naturalization; children born (li) --- American citizens; the peti-
 tion (lii) --- naturalization filed (liii) --- the court; to take an active part (liv) 
 --- the government; to be listed (lx) --- the electoral register (lvi) --- the 
 local electoral area; the police officer (lvii) --- duty; to qualify (lviii) --- inclu-
 sion (lix) --- the register; to admit only two voters (lx) --- any one time; to 
 be resident (lxi) --- the area of the registering council (lxii) --- the qualifying 
 date; to vote (lxiii) --- local government elections; to be available (lxiv) --- de-
 mand; to attend the polling station (lxv) --- person; the vote (lxvi) --- a matter 
 of confidence; to apply (lxvii) --- a postal vote (lxviii) --- a particular election; 


to register (lxix) --- one’s new address; to be (lxx) --- an educational course; 


to mark the ballot paper (lxxi) --- a cross (lxxii) --- the box (lxxiii) --- the 
name of the candidate; to place the ballot paper (lxxiv) --- the ballot box; to spoil 
the ballot paper (lxxv) --- mistake; to refrain (lxxvi) --- voting; to vote (lxxvii) 
--- bills; to submit a measure (lxxviii) --- a popular vote 
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5. Complete the phrases below with verbs from the following list in their appro-
 priate form (-s, -ing, -ed).


agree; assign; break; carry; conflict; deal; derive; make; prevent; provide; reserve; rest; set; 


track; vest


A charter of government (i) --- its whole authority from the governed; 


a written instrument (ii) ---upon by the people; powers (iii) ---  
 to individual states; to (iv) --- any branch of the government from gaining 
 undue power; laws have been adopted to (v) --- for social welfare; any law 
 held unconstitutional (vi) --- with the Constitution; the federal government  
 (vii) --- with national problems and international relations; the FBI (viii) 
 --- down criminals who (ix) --- federal laws; the President may  
 (x) --- duties to the elected Vice President; the Constitution (xi) ---  
 out the basic principles of democratic government; the executive power in Canada is 
 (xii) --- in the Queen; the real executive power (xiii) --- with the 
 Cabinet; Canadian Parliament is (xiv) --- up of the House of Commons and 
 the Senate; the President must (xv) --- out the government programs en-
 acted into law.


6. Fill in the blanks with words derived from those in brackets to make meaning-
 ful sentences.


  (i) To vote in a general election your name must be on the --- (elect) reg-
 ister. 


  (ii) If you are not on the register already, you cannot vote in the forthcoming ---
 --- (elect). 


  (iii) Councils keep a full register, on which details of all --- (elect) have to 
 be recorded, and which anyone can ask to view. 


  (iv) Polling stations are set up in --- (suit) public buildings, such as schools 
 or community centres. 


 (v) --- (apply) forms for postal vote are available from local election of-
 fices  – usually council offices  – or they can be downloaded from the council’s 
 website. 


 (vi) --- (apply) must fill in an identity confirmation form, and a  witness 
 must also sign it. 


 (vii) You can appoint someone else to cast your vote on your behalf, but you must give 
an --- (accept) reason, such as being physically --- (capable) 
of getting to a polling station or having an overseas business appointment. 
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 (viii) If you want a proxy vote for all future elections, your --- (apply) must 
 also be signed by your doctor or --- (employ), depending on your 
 reason. 


  (ix) Empty ballot boxes are delivered to polling stations --- (seal) except for 
 the slot where you post your ballot paper. 


  (x) When the polls close, the slots are also sealed before the boxes are taken to a cen-
 tral counting point in the --- (constituent). 


  (xi) The boxes are opened in the --- (present) of a Returning Officer – usu-
 ally a senior council officer – who is responsible for the smooth running of the 
 count.


7. Match each verb with a suitable object from those in italics.


on a jury; a vote; the registers; secrecy; the right to vote; a certificate; authority to MPs; 


public office


to exercise ---; to hold ---; to serve ---; to delegate  
 ---; to issue ---; to maintain ---; to cast ---; 


to update ---


8. Complete the following phrases with words from the list below so that the 
 final phrases make sense.


appropriate; branch; campaign; common; considerable; duties; immense; indefinite; indis-
 pensable; itemized; judgments; judicial; law; maxim; practices; representative; residual; 


royal; rule; seizure; self-governing; speedy; state; sufficient; undue; unity; unreasonable; 


welfare


(i) absolute --- of action; (ii) --- powers; (iii) --- con-
stitutional amendment; (iv) ceremonial --- ; (v) --- defence; (vi)  
--- change; (vii) illegal --- contributions; (viii) ---  
difficulties; (ix) impartial --- ; (x) --- practices; (xi) unreasonable  
--- ; (xii) --- list; (xiii) --- branch; (xiv) legally unen-
forceable --- ; (xv) legislative --- ; (xvi) national --- ;  
(xvii) provincial --- of the Queen; (xviii) --- assent; (xix)  
--- democracy; (xx) social --- ; (xxi) sovereign --- ;  
(xxii) --- trial; (xxiii) --- evidence; (xxiv) supreme ---  
of the state; (xxv) traditional --- ; (xxvi) --- powers; (xxvii) 
--- searches; (xxviii) words of --- import.



(36)
36 4


9. Complete the following sentences with words from the list below.


respect; conformity; opposition; violation


  (i) The House ought, in --- with ancient usage, to adjourn over the Easter 
 holiday.


 (ii) The government acted in --- of its agreement when it decided not to 
 continue its negotiations with the Unions.


 (iii) What we have just heard is in --- to the plan for reorganizing the divorce 
 courts.


 (iv) The defendant counterclaimed for loss and damage in --- of a machine 
 sold to him by the plaintiff.


10. Two important verbs – to stand and to run – are related to an electoral process 
 at any level and of any kind. Read their definitions.


to stand: to appear as a candidate, to offer oneself as a candidate, for (a post, office); 


against (a rival candidate): to stand for the election (of), to stand in election (for), to 
 stand to be elected, to stand candidate, to stand for a constituency or for Parliament.


to run: to compete, stand as a candidate, for a position, seat, etc., or on a specific issue 
 or policy (originally and chiefly in American English).


Can you see any difference in their use?


Decide which of the two you can use in the following sentences.


  (i) Mr. Dewey has sworn not to --- again for the Governorship. 


  (ii) We have never had the misfortune to --- for Congress. 


 (iii) President Carter says he does not know whether he will --- for  
 re-election in 1980 or whether he will win if he does. 


 (iv) Tadpole wants me to --- for Birmingham. 


  (v) I know what I’ll do: I’ll --- for Congress. 


 (vi) Sir Charles had never --- for Parliament.


11. Fill in the blanks with words derived from those in brackets to make mean-
 ingful sentences.


A constitution is a set of laws on how a country is governed. The British Constitution 
is (i) --- (write) in one single document, unlike the constitution in America  
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or the proposed European Constitution, and as such, is referred to as an (ii) ---
 --- (codify) constitution in the sense that there is no single document that 
 can be classed as Britain’s constitution. The British Constitution can be found in a (iii)  
 --- (vary) of documents. Supporters of our constitution believe that the cur-
 rent way allows for (iv) --- (flexible) and change to occur without too many 
 problems. Those who want a written constitution believe that it should be codified so 
 that the public as a whole has access to it – as opposed to just (v) --- (consti-
 tution) experts who know where to look and how to interpret it.


(vi) --- (amend) to Britain’s unwritten constitution are made the same 
 way – by a simple (vii) --- (major) support in both Houses of Parliament to be 
 followed by the Royal (viii) --- (assent).


12. In the texts of Section A you saw the word poll and some of its derivatives. 


It is one of those expressions which can denote quite a few different things and 
 appear in many compounds. Below you will find a list containing many of the 
 meanings and the collocations in which it appears (adapted from the Oxford 
 English Dictionary, CD ed., OUP 2004).


poll (n) The head of man or beast. Short for poll-tax.


The counting of voters; the entering of votes, in order to their being counted: esp. at 
 the election of parliamentary or other representatives. (It is not a question to be de-
 cided by a poll.)


The voting at an election; the action, or time and place, of voting. (Come to the poll and 
 give their vote for the election of a new Parliament.)


The numerical result of the voting; the total number of votes recorded, as a heavy or 
 light poll.


A poll taken to estimate public opinion on a specified issue by questioning a sample 
 intended to be representative of the whole people. Opinion poll: a poll intended to 
 fore- cast the result of a presidential, parliamentary, or other election.


poll (v) To take the votes of, register the suffrages of; in passive to have one’s vote 
 taken, to record a vote.


poll/polling the jury, a practice whereby the jurors are asked individually whether they 
 assented, and still assent, to the verdict.


poll-booth, the booth or temporary structure at which the poll was formerly taken at 
 a parliamentary election, a polling-booth.


poll-card, an official notification informing voters of the place and date of voting. 


poll-clerk, a clerk who records the votes polled; a clerk officially connected with an 
 election.


poll-rating, the popularity of a person (usually a political leader) as indicated by a poll. 
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poll-taker, usually in pl. , a newspaper or other organization which conducts an opin- 
 ion poll, = pollster


poll-tax, a capitation-tax formerly assessed by the head on every subject according to 
 rank


poll-winner, a successful candidate in a poll


polling, the registering or casting of votes; the action or process of conducting an opin-
 ion poll


polling district, it means a “ward” in the UK


polling station, a place where voters go to cast their votes in an election


Complete the following sentences with the words, or their derivatives or com-
 pounds, from the list above.


  (i) At Wednesday’s election there was a lighter --- . 


  (ii) Such --- is to continue for two days only, being successive days, for 
 seven hours on the first day, and eight hours on the second day of --- . 
   (iii) Unfortunately not enough publicity was given by the parties to the fact that the 


--- closed at 9 instead of 10. 


  (iv) Before you can trace your name in the lists you must know in which --- 
 you live. 


  (v) Divide the hall into four practically equal districts, and, in a central spot of each, 
 place the --- . 


  (vi) The exclusion of women from the --- was, in his opinion, nothing short 
 of an injustice. 


 (vii) --- remind the elector of his right to vote and they tell him his voting 
 number and where his polling station is. 


 (viii) Two months before the general election Mr. Heath’s --- were unsatis-
 factory. 


  (ix) A  victory for Mr. Goldwater would be the greatest upset for the --- 
 since the Literary Digest predicted a  landslide for Mr. Landon, the Republican 
 who was crushed by President Roosevelt in 1936. 


  (x) To --- a jury is to call the names of the persons who compose a jury and 
 require each juror to declare what his verdict is before it is recorded. 


  (xi) The power of --- was never more vividly demonstrated than in the 1968 
 New Hampshire primary campaign. 


 (xii) A polling-sheriff, in Scotland, is the presiding officer at a ---.
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