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Assessment of Master Thesis – Academic Consultant


Study programme:International Economic Relations
 Field of study:International and Diplomatic Studies
 Academic year:2020/2021


Master Thesis Topic:The Old, the New and the Unknown – Russia, China and India in the Race for the
 Arctic


Author’s name:Felix Breiteneicher


Ac. Consultant’s Name:doc. Jeremy Alan Garlick, M.A., Ph.D.


Opponent:Gaziza Shakhanova


Criterion Mark


(1–4)


1. Overall objective achievement 1


2. Logical structure 2


3. Using of literature, citations 1


4. Adequacy of methods used 2


5. Depth of analysis 1


6. Self-reliance of author 1


7. Formal requirements: text, graphs, tables 2


8. Language and stylistics 1


Comments and Questions:


The empirical sections of the thesis, which constitute its largest (central) part are very accomplished. The
 author has deployed a wide range of source material effectively to analyse relations between Russia,
 China and India in their so-called ’race for the Arctic’. The analysis of the impacts and implications of the
 development of the northern polar regions by these three powers is informative and interesting. The author
 manages to unpack preconceptions in a critical manner and re-evaluate the situation in a way which is
 helpful to the reader’s understanding of the current situation.


Where the thesis is less strong is in the theoretical framing, methods, and overall structure. The theoretical
 and literature review sections at the beginning of the thesis constitute its weakest aspect. Although an
 attempt is made, the overall framing and methods are not outlined very clearly. Interesting theoretical
 considerations are introduced at later points in the thesis which should have been explained at the
 beginning, meaning that the overall framing of the analysis is incomplete. The literature review is rather
 brief and mentions the publications upon which it is based only in footnotes. Thus, it is not at all clear how
 the thesis builds on the existing literature in the area. The method used for the analysis is outlined briefly
 on page 4, but the expression ”qualitative policy comparison” is not explained.


Although mostly the formal aspects are well managed, the text is often oddly formatted, with large spaces
 or lack of spaces between paragraphs. Although a few figures are supplied in an appendix, there are no
 graphs or tables in the text. It would have been helpful to include some to illustrate specific points, or at
 least to indicate more clearly how the figures in the appendix relate to the text.


However, despite these deficiencies, the depth of analysis in the empirical parts is impressive and
 accurate. Citations are well used in support of specific points and the analysis is clear-sighted in its
 interpretation of the triangular relations of the three powers in the Arctic. Impediments to cooperation are
 identified and the current situation is well explained. The language use is excellent for the most part,
 despite occasional errors.


Questions for defence: (1) India is not usually regarded as an Arctic power in any meaningful sense. Can
 you justify your inclusion of India in the triangular analysis? (2) You identify some impediments to


cooperation between China and Russia. Can you evaluate the prospects for these two potential partners
to overcome obstacles and build effective cooperation in the Arctic?



(2)Conclusion: The Master Thesis is recommended for the defence.


Suggested Grade: 1


Date: 10/05/2021 doc. Jeremy Alan Garlick, M.A., Ph.D.


Academic Consultant
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