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      (1)
HOLIDAYS THAT WE CELEBRATE IN OUR  COUNTRY, THE UK AND THE USA



VOJTĚCH JEŘÁBEK



(2)
NEW YEAR’S DAY


 The first of January 


 marks the beginning of the independent Czech Republic


 existence on January 1, 1993 


 separation of Czechoslovakia– the Czech and Slovak Republics – on December 31, 1992



(3)
NEW YEAR’S DAY


 It’s the day after the New Year celebration so most Czechs try to get over their hangover.


 Those Christians who are sober attend mass to give thanks for the previous year.



(4)
CZECH REPUBLIC - EASTER


Date: 


1.a = rok mod 19 (pozn.: po 19 letech se měsíční cyklus opakuje ve stejné dny)
 2.b = rok mod 4 (pozn.: cyklus opakování přestupných roků)


3.c = rok mod 7 (pozn.: dorovnání dne v týdnu)
 4.Pro 20. a 21. století platí konstanty:


m = 24


n = 5


5.d = (19a + m) mod 30


6.e = (n + 2b + 4c + 6d) mod 7


Den u a měsíc v Velikonoční neděle se určí následovně:


u = d + e − 9


Je-li u = 25, d = 28, e = 6 a a > 10, pak u = 18, v = 4 a Velikonoční neděle připadá na 18. duben.


Jinak, je-li u ≥ 1 a u ≤ 25, pak v = 4 a Velikonoční neděle připadá na u-tý duben.


Jinak, je-li u > 25, pak u = u - 7, v = 4 a Velikonoční neděle připadá na u-tý duben.


Jinak u = 22 + d + e, v = 3 a Velikonoční neděle připadá na u-tý březen.



(5)
EASTER


 the most important Christian holiday


 celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ


 Jesus crucified on Good Friday, came back to life on Easter Sunday


 mixture of Christian and pagan traditions


 Easter Monday, boys and men whip girls and women 


 reward hand-painted eggs


 egg is a symbol of fertility and new life



(6)
EASTER - REALITY


 Kids get a lot of chocolate sweets 


 adult men are often treated with a shot of alcohol 


 [so they can get very weary in the middle of the day if they visit a few female friends]



(7)
MAY DAY / INTERNATIONAL WORKERS’ DAY / LABOUR DAY


 international 


 a strike by American workers in Chicago on May 1, 1886


 an 8-hour working day 


 Czechoslovakia ‘joyfully’ celebrated by all the workers


 obligatory to take part in the parade during the socialist regime. 



(8)
1987



(9)
LABOUR DAY


 day of


 a day of love when lovers kiss under blooming cherry trees


 in Prague, go and pay tribute to K. H. Mácha, the poet of all in love.



(10)
LIBERATION DAY


 the end of the Second World War in Europe


 Soviet troops captured Berlin, which led to Germany’s unconditional surrender on May 8, 
 1945


 In some parts of the world WWII continued 


 The American army still fighting with Japan


 Prague liberated in the morning on May 8, 1945 by the Soviet Army.Reality: Ceremonial 
 acts take place; the Czech president, political representatives and WWII veterans 


commemorate the end of the war by placing flower wreaths17 at memorials of the victims 
of WWII. 



(11)
LIBERATION DAY


 Ceremonial acts take place; the Czech president, political representatives and WWII 


veterans commemorate the end of the war by placing flower wreaths at memorials of the 
victims of WWII. 



(12)
SAINTS CYRIL AND METHODIUS DAY


 July 5 


 A day to remember Cyril (Constantine) and Methodius


 Byzantine Greek brothers 


 863 Great Moravia spread Christianity.


 influenced the cultural life and development of Slavs


 Slavic language during the masses and created the Glagolitic alphabetReality: Religious 
celebrations take place, as well as masses and processions remembering the two brothers 
that brought Christianity to Central Europe. The Majority of Czechs enjoy a day of at the 
beginning of the summer.



(13)
SAINTS CYRIL AND METHODIUS DAY


 Religious celebrations take place, as well as masses and processions remembering the two 
 brothers that brought Christianity to Central Europe.


 The Majority of Czechs enjoy a day of at the beginning of the summer.



(14)
JAN HUS DAY


 July 6 


 On July 6 in 1415, religious reformer Jan Hus was burned at the stake in Kostnice


 a priest and reformer who blamed Catholic representatives for unholy behavior


 death by burning


 spreading his revolutionary criticism. 



(15)
JAN HUS DAY


 Because it is two consecutive days of, Cyril and Methodius on July 5 followed by Jan Hus 
Day on July 6, Czechs take two days of and join them with the weekend, and they spend it 
at their summer cottages. 



(16)
ST. WENCESLAS DAY


 the Day of Czech Statehood 


 September 28 


 nation remembers the main patron saint of the Czech state.


 Premyslid dukes of Bohemia 


 born in 907, the son of Bořivoj I. and Drahomíra


 September 28, 935 was murdered by his younger brother Boleslav I.


 first Czech ruler to sufer a martyr’s death 


 many legends were created afterwards. Reality: One of the longest squares in Prague is 
named after this historical figure. The statue of Saint Wenceslas at the top of the square is 
a popular meet



(17)
ST. WENCESLAS DAY


 One of the longest squares in Prague is named after this historical figure


 The statue of Saint Wenceslas at the top of the square is a popular meeting point



(18)
INDEPENDENT CZECHOSLOVAK STATE DAY


 October 28 


 Czechoslovak state declared independence at the end of the First World War 1918


 Czech and Slovak countries part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 


 Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk worked from exile on the formation and later the recognition of 
Czechoslovakia as an independent state. Reality: On this day the president of the republic 
gives honours to people who did special deeds26.



(19) On this day the president of the republic gives honours to people who did special deeds



(20)
(21)
DAY OF THE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY


 November 17 


 very important milestones


 1939, Nazis invaded Czechoslovakia and proclaimed it the Protectorate of Bohemia and 
 Moravia


 Czech students demonstrated against the occupation and the demonstration was brutally 
 suppressed


 In reaction, Czech universities were closed by the Nazis on November 17


 In 1989 the Velvet Revolution started as a student demonstration against the communist 
regime Reality: This day is little more than a day of for most people. Some bring flowers 
and light candles on Národní třída in Prague and other places connected with the Velvet 
Revolution.



(22)
DAY OF THE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY


 Reality: 


 This day is little more than a day of for most people


 Some bring flowers and light candles on Národní třída in Prague and other places 
connected with the Velvet Revolution



(23)
1989



(24)
CHRISTMAS


 December 24–26 


 Christmas Eve – December 24 


 celebration of the birth of baby Jesus.


 Jesus was born the son of a poor carpenter Joseph and his wife Mary in a stable in 
 Bethlehem


 His arrival in this world was announced by a comet that appeared in the sky. 



(25)
ST. VALENTINE’S DAY (UK, USA)


 February 14th


 Origin


 One story is that he was murdered by Roman soldiers in the third century AD because he 
 was a Christian. He gave a poor girl some money before he died, and so other Christians 
 called him the saint of love. 


 St. Valentine is the saint of people in love, and St. Valentine's Day is February 14th


 cards



(26)
ST. PATRICK’S DAY (UK, USA)


 MARCH 17 TH


 St. Patrick was an Irish saint and his day is very important for Irish people all over the 
 world. 


 Green is the Irish colour 


 green beer


 St. Patrick's Day parade. 



(27)
APRIL FOOLS’ DAY (UK, USA)


 APRIL 1ST


 from the Middle Ages 


 servants were masters for one day of the year


 Another story is that it began in France in the sixteenth century. In 1564, the king of France 
 changed the first day of the new year from April 1st to January 1st. Some people did not 
 accept this, and on April 1st the other people made fun of them. 


 Nowadays, people play tricks on each other



(28)
INDEPENDENCE DAY (USA)


 JULY 4TH 


 1776 the United States declared its independence from England


 beginning of a new nation


 On the Fourth of July families and friends celebrate, and every town and city has parades, 
 games and sports with prizes. 


 There are picnics and barbecues and in the evening there are big fireworks displays.



(29)
HALLOWEEN (UK, USA)


 OCTOBER 31ST 


 ”Hallows Evening”, the night before ”All Saints' Day”


 ghosts and witches are free


 A long time ago people stayed at home


 Nowadays a time for fun, parties on October 31st.


 At these parties people wear masks and they dress as ghosts and witches, or as Dracula or 
 Frankenstein's monster. 


 Jack O lantern 


 ”Trick or Treat”



(30)
GUY FAWKES’ DAY (UK)


 NOVEMBER 5TH 


 Bonfire Night on 5th November, is one of Britain's most popular festivals


 People have fireworks parties where they build big wood fires (bonfires) in their gardens 
 and burn ”Guys" on the top of them. A ”guy" is a model of Guy Fawkes. 


 Guy Fawkes was a leader of a group of men who hated King James I.


 They decided to blow up the Houses of Parliament in London;  not successful. 


 arrested and later executed. 



(31)
THANKSGIVING DAY (USA)


 THE FOURTH THURSDAY IN NOVEMBER 


 big dinners and parties is held in the U.S.A. 


 In 1621, the Pilgrim Fathers celebrated their first harvest and thanked God


 difficult year but people still had food to eat. 


 turkey, sweet potatoes, corn, and pumpkin pie


 Thanksgiving is a special day for families to get together
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