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E V A L U A T I O N   C R I T E R I A   C O M M E N T S   M A X .   %   R E A C H E D   %  


Conception and Definition of Topic 


  The topic chosen is relevant, up-to-date and 
 contributes to the current state of research 


  Topic is clearly defined and delimitated from other 
 subject areas; the purpose of the thesis is clear 


  The problem statement is formulated precisely and 
 deduced from theory and practice 


  The aims of the thesis are clearly defined; 


significant and challenging claim 


  Research question(s) is narrowed down with a clear 
 focus;  link to problem definition is clearly 


comprehensible 


The work is based on a solid, clear problem that is relevant, up-to-date 
 and contributes to the current state of research. The chosen topic is well 
 defined and distinct from other topics. The problem is thoroughly 
 formulated and derived from theoretical and practical points of view. The 
 objectives of the work are clearly defined; the objectives are good and in 
 parts demanding. The research question on which the work is based is 
 characterized by meaning and quality. The connection with the problem is 
 obvious.  
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Theoretical Approach 


  A relevant theoretical framework is demonstrated; 


the current state of research in the respective 
 research area is presented (theoretical background, 
 empirical studies etc.) 


  An appropriate number of sources has been used 
 to present the theoretical background; the sources 
 meet the quality criteria for scientific references 


  Clear link between the theoretical discourse 
 presented and the underlying research question 


  Argumentation is given in a structured and logical 
 way; meaningful connections between and among 
 ideas are made 


  Analysis/synthesis/evaluation/interpretation of 
 theoretical input is effective and consistent 


  Independent thinking is evident; content of literature 
 sources is not only summed up 


The current state of research in the related subject area is presented and 
 analysed (theoretical models, empirical studies, etc.) almost without 
 exception. A corresponding number of current scientific literature sources 
 (in particular articles from international journals) are received by the 
 general public and form the core of the argumentation wherever possible. 


Textbooks and grey literature [Note: grey literature = publications which 
 are not available in bookshops, e.g. self-published research reports, 
 brochures, advertising flyers etc.] are used almost exclusively and in 
 appropriate cases. The references almost always meet the quality criteria 
 for scientific literature. There is a comprehensible connection between the 
 presented theoretical framework and the underlying research question. 


The argumentation is structured, conclusive and comprehensible. 


Meaningful connections between the statements made are established. 


Independent thinking is evident (analysis / synthesis / evaluation / 
 interpretation of theoretical contents). The literature used is not merely 
 summarized. 
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(4)Method/Approach 


  The chosen method(s) is/are adequate for 
 answering the underlying research question 


  The chosen method(s) (with reference to data 
 collection and analysis) is/are correctly applied 


  Documentation of the method(s) applied is profound 
 and transparent 


The procedure (choice of the research design) is conscientiously justified 
 with reference to current scientific literature and, if necessary, case 
 studies. Different approaches are discussed comprehensively and their 
 advantages and disadvantages well weighed up. Measurements and/or 
 observations follow a clear theoretical concept and are referred back to it 
 at the end. Established survey instruments (such as validated item sets) 
 or reliable secondary data are used throughout. The most suitable 
 methods are used for almost all analysis steps. The documentation of the 
 research process is almost complete and allows an almost complete and 
 reliable reproduction of the work or the empirical study. 
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Results 


  The results are completely, accurately and 
 appropriately displayed 


  The analysis is objective / respectively 
 intersubjective and transparent 


  The argumentation is consistent and of high quality 


The empirical findings are conscientiously detailed and almost completely 
 documented in the results section. The presentation follows the 


procedure discussed in the methods section. The analysis is objective / 
 intersubjective and is characterized by the required transparency. The 
 argumentation is uniform and of high quality. 
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Discussion 


  The results are discussed and interpreted with 
 reference to the problem statement and the 
 fulfillment of the aims [including the leading 
 research question(s)] 


  The results are compared with the theory previously 
 presented 


  The method/approach is critically reflected 
 (limitations) 


  Implications for theory and practice are carefully 
 considered and presented (future research and 
 managerial implications) 


In the discussion, the empirical findings of the work are linked with the 
 state of research discussed at the beginning to form a conclusive whole. 


Surprising and innovative points of view will be taken and almost 


consistently substantiated. Additional literature is also used to support the 
 argumentation. Results are almost never presented repeatedly. 


Conclusions reached in this paper are almost exclusively based on 
 arguments and/or empirical results. The research method and one's own 
 approach are critically reflected upon (limitations). Implications for theory 
 and practice are well derived and presented. 
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Formal Aspects 


  Overall layout is appropriate (type face, lists, tables, 
 figures etc.) 


  The overall structure of the thesis is clear and 
 appropriate; meaningful paragraphing; good use of 
 connectives; complete directories/appendices 


  Correct application of APA and MCI standards 
 throughout thesis (text, figures, tables) 


  Reference list and additional relevant lists are 
 complete and formulated according to APA 
 standards 


  Vocabulary/Grammar: Wide range of vocabulary; 


accurate form and usage, hardly any errors of 
 agreement, spelling mistakes; clear meaning; 


accurate use of grammar and structure 


The paper contains some errors regarding page breaks, chapter 
 headings or the formal criteria set out in the guide, but it is 


understandable and acceptable in principle. Tables and figures have 
 been taken from other sources. They are numbered throughout, clearly 
 labelled and complete with references. Most tables and/or figures are 
 referred to in the text in a meaningful way. Foreign sources are identified 
 throughout. There are clear shortcomings in the citation method. The text 
 contains spelling and/or punctuation errors that significantly disrupt the 
 reading flow. The author's vocabulary and grammar are clearly limited. 


The scientific writing style is not consistently adhered to. 
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O V E R A L L   A S S E S S M E N T   1 0 0   8 2  


C O N C L U D I N G   EV AL U AT I O N


In the execution and argumentation of the work, the leading question can be identified at any time. Every step of the argumentation and every procedure is legitimized 
 by the question. 


In the argumentation and/or the search for solutions, the author shows not only the summary or reproduction of theoretical literature and/or empirical studies, but also 
 independent views and procedures. She/he thus exhibits a high degree of independent thinking. 


The work is summarized in new, individual words. It includes all essential conclusions that are reached in the work, as well as the arguments that lead to them. 


The meaningfulness of the work is expertly discussed, weak points are identified. Possibilities to generalise the results of the work and/or to transfer them to another 
 context are shown conclusively. Possibilities for improvement are discussed. If necessary, meaningful reference is made to recognised criteria for determining the quality 
 of scientific statements. 


The text consists to a large extent of continuous text. As a rule, paragraphs represent units of meaning that are predominantly built on each other in a consistent 
 manner. Enumerations are only used in justified exceptional cases. 


The author has taken advantage of some assistance from the supervisor, but has decided and worked through most of the work steps independently. The work is 
predominantly the author's own creative work. 
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