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1. Introduction 


This bachelor thesis is called Depiction of Polish Migrants in the Brit-
 ish Press. As the title makes evident, this bachelor thesis deals with Poles 
 who  have  been  migrating  to  the  United  Kingdom  (hereinafter  referred  to 
 as  the  “UK”)  for  their  own,  mostly  economic,  various  reasons.  The  hot-
 button  topic  of  migration  to  the  UK  has  been  discussed  not  only  by  the 
 British media, but also by the whole British society. The British press pro-
 vides news items which are up-to-date, first-hand, and followed by many 
 people. This is the main reason for choosing the British press to describe 
 Poles  in  the  UK.  The  objective  of  the  thesis  is  to  present  information 
 about  two  different  European  nations  who  live  side  by  side  in  the  UK  - 
 British  people  as  natives  or  citizens  on  the  one  hand  and  Poles  as  mi-
 grants on the other hand. 


The topic was chosen in view of the fact that the UK and Poland are 
 close to the author who has visited both of the places. The author is inter-
 ested  in  current  affairs  in  both  of  the  above  mentioned  countries,  espe-
 cially in living conditions and aspects of everyday life of the ordinary peo-
 ple.  Therefore,  the  topic  of  this  thesis  represents  a  good  opportunity  to 
 connect information about these two countries and nations. 


The main purpose of the thesis is to provide depiction and to enable 
the general public to obtain deeper knowledge of the recent Polish migra-
tion – especially to the UK - with its background. The issues of globaliza-
tion, migration, and coexistence of people from different countries or cul-
tures  give  rise  to  many  questions.  This  thesis  attempts  to  provide 
answers  to  some  of  them.  It  researches  the  following  issues:  What  are 
the  main  reasons  for  Polish  migration  to  the  UK?  Does  the  migration 
cause  any  problems  between  British  people  and  Poles  when  they  are 
forced  to  share  one  territory?  How  does  the  British  press  write  about 
Poles in the UK; is the coverage as reliable and unbiased as it should be? 



(8)The thesis is divided into three basic chapters. The first chapter pro-
 vides the theoretical background to the topic. This part considers inter alia 
 causes and aspects why Polish migrants head for the UK. 


The second chapter aims to provide the analysis of the Polish migra-
 tion in the UK from the point of view of the British press. The portrayal is 
 created by compilation of various articles. It reveals the response of Brit-
 ish  society  (British  state  benefits,  work  opportunities,  education  system, 
 religious faiths, language, etc.) with regard to the  presence of the Polish 
 migrants1.  It  also  charts  the  current  situation  and  shows  how  the  Polish 
 migrants are accepted and perceived by the British society. The names of 
 individual newspapers are used in this chapter in order to emphasize the 
 sources  of  information.  The  second  chapter  represents,  along  with  the 
 third chapter, the core part of the thesis. 


The  third  chapter  provides  practical  information  about  the  topic 
 based  on  the  qualitative  research.  It  attempts  to  express  real  personal 
 experience and attitudes of the people who are influenced and connected 
 with the topic. There are three Polish women who have contributed to the 
 thesis.  Currently  living  in  the  UK,  they  have  shared  personal  reflections 
 and  observations.  One  of  these  Polish  women  is  Asia  Monika  Bakalar,  
 a  Polish  writer,  who  has  been  living  and  working  in  London  since  2004. 


The author has found Bakalar at the official website of The Guardian be-
 cause there are 2 articles published by her. Bakalar was willing to impart 
 open-ended questions in English. The communication between the author 
 and Bakalar was based on written conversations via e-mail. Other open-
 ended questions were answered within the author’s own research by the 
 two Poles who have relocated to the UK. The participants have answered 
 several  open-ended  questions  that  were  put  in  Polish  and  English.  The 
 participants preferred to answer in Polish. This chapter is instrumental in 
 creating a comprehensive depiction of a current situation in the British so-


       


1 For the purposes of the thesis, the expression “Polish migrants” delineates Poles who have been living 
outside the homeland on the permanent and temporary basis.  



(9)ciety from the perspective of Polish migrants and provides simultaneously 
 a different point of view.  


The facts used in this thesis come from Czech, Polish, German and 
 English  resource  materials.  The  thesis  is  predominantly  based  on  the 
 quality press that represents the main source of information. The articles 
 originate predominantly from The Guardian, Daily Mail, The Independent, 
 The Telegraph and Express. The articles are gathered and compiled from 
 the  newspapers’ official Internet websites due to author’s  lack of access 
 to printed press sources. The author made an effort to obtain information 
 directly  from Daily  Mail, Metro,  and The  Independent  by  means  of  their 
 official e-mails. However, all attempts were insignificant because the offi-
 cial  representatives  were  unwilling  to  provide  the  requested  information 
 with excuses for lack of time. The thesis is also based on relevant books. 


The realm of migration derives information from the book Atlas of Human 
Migration by Russell King and the realm of globalization derives informa-
tion predominantly from the book Political science by Andrew Heywood. 



(10)
2. The world in motion 


The modern interconnected world is undergoing a rapid development 
 and requires cooperation among a large number of people in order to en-
 sure growth. Russell King, British professor of Migration Studies, asserts 
 that migration has been conductive to this development and growth and, 
 simultaneously, it has posed the history of mankind. Since “human evolu-
 tion  is  linked  to  the  very  act  of  moving  from  one  habitat  to  another  and 
 then  adapting  to  that  new  environment.” [1] The contemporary migration 
 is based on the identical process but the motivations of people are differ-
 ent [2]. 



2.1. Phenomenon of migration 


The  genesis  of  the  word  migration  originates  from  the  Latin  word 


“migrare”  that  means  “to  change  residence”.  In  the  Social  Science,  the 
 term migration is used for expressing the study of the movement of peo-
 ple. This movement evinces diverse characteristic features. On the basis 
 of  these  features,  individual  authors  are  productive  of  diverse  typologies 
 of migration. Although the criteria for establishing  of  the typologies differ 
 according  to  the  authors,  a  generalized  typology  of  migration  evinces 
 three principal criteria. These are localization, causation, and temporality. 


Each  criterion  is  divided  according  to  particularized  characteristic  fea-
 tures. The criterion of localization is divided into international and internal 
 migration, the criterion of causation is divided into  voluntary and involun-
 tary  migration  and  the  criterion  of  temporality  is  divided  into  permanent 
 and  temporary  migration  [3].  Poles  who  migrate  to  the  UK  are  classified 
 according  to  these  criteria  as  international  and  voluntary  migrants  with 
 diverse periods of residence.    


The  United  Nations  has  published  a  report  about  international  mi-
grants in the world. Data used in the report pertain to the year 2013. The 
report  illustrates  there  were  approximately  232  million  international  mi-
grants worldwide who comprised approximately 3.2 per cent of the world 



(11)population in 2013. The report also illustrates the countries where the av-
 erage annual rate of change of international migrants increased in 2013 in 
 comparison with 2000, e.g., the UK, Australia, Canada, the Czech Repub-
 lic, Bangladesh, and the Republic of South Africa and countries where the 
 rate  decreased  in  the  course  of  the  same  period  of  time,  e.g.,  Poland, 
 Brazil, India, Russia, Ukraine, and Lesotho (see Appendix no. 1) [4].   



2.2. Phenomenon of globalization  


The  term  globalization  itself  cannot  be  defined  simply  and  unambi-
 guously  by  a  short  definition  in  order  to  be  fully  explained.  Andrew  Hey-
 wood,  reputable  British  political  scientist,  asserts  that  it  is  important  to 
 emphasize that globalization does not cover only one issue or process. It 
 is  a  mix  of  processes  and  issues.  Globalization  can  be  perceived  as  
 a  policy,  an  ideology,  sociological  relationships,  economic  processes  or  
 a  situation  in  the  world.  The  mutual  characteristic  of  all  these  processes 
 and issues  is the idea of the  world  without political  and  sociological  bor-
 ders [5].  


Thomas  Hylland  Eriksen2,  a  Norwegian  anthropologist,  delineates 
 the phenomenon of globalization and asserts the considerable part of the 
 modern  world,  if  not  the  whole  modern  world,  is  interconnected.  Dis-
 tances among diverse places and people worldwide appear to be shorter 
 with  the  aid  of  inventions,  such  as  planes,  telephones,  the  Internet,  and 
 motor  vehicles,  that  all  have  contributed  to  this  phenomenon.  This  phe-
 nomenon is  demonstrated also by the fact that almost  all people around 
 the world are familiar with the brands such as Coca-Cola, Microsoft, Ap-
 ple or Adidas. There are economic relationships between individual inter-
 national  companies  in  the  modern  world,  e.g.,  assembly  lines  producing 
 for  foreign  companies  in  China  or  technology  call  centres  of  American 
 companies in India [7]. Polish workforce migrating and working in the UK 
 poses also a constituent of the phenomenon.   


       


2 Professor Thomas Hylland Eriksen works at the University of Oslo. His field of study is posed 
by a social anthropology, especially by the concept of identity, nationalism, and globalization [6].  
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2.3. The UK as a host country in the globalized world 


The modern UK of the 21st century is a highly globalized West Euro-
 pean country with a cosmopolitan society. Ian Bradley3, author of Believ-
 ing  in  Britain:  The  Spiritual  Identity  of  ‘Britishness’,  delineates  British 
 cosmopolitan  society  as  an  experiment  in  multinational  and  multicultural 
 living  that  has  been  remarkably  successful.  He  believes  that  the  tradi-
 tional union of four nations has developed British tolerance to other peo-
 ple because British people are accustomed to plural national identity [8].  


The  British  cosmopolitan  society  has  been  developed  throughout 
 history.  A  significant  period  in  this  development  poses  the  economic 
 situation after the Second World War that gave rise to an enormous wave 
 of  migration.  There  was  a  lack  of  workforce  in  Europe  and  influxes  of 
 newcomers4 from  former  colonies  would  fill  the  hole  in  the  market.  The 
 UK was the first country that opened officially its borders for foreign immi-
 grants  at  that  time  [9].  Another  significant  period  in  this  development 
 poses the British accession to the European Union (hereinafter referred to 
 as the “EU”) with its freedom of movement for EU  citizens  and  workers. 


The UK  is  one  of  the EU  member  states  with  the  largest  influxes  of  for-
 eign nationals. In addition to the indigenous population, it is now home to 
 a  wide-range  of  ethnic  minorities,  such  as  Poles,  Indians,  Pakistanis, 
 Bangladeshis, and the Chinese [10].  


There  is  a  significant  difference  between  migration  to  the  UK  after 
 the Second World War and current migration since the British accession 
 to  the EU.  The  European  economic  and  political  circumstances  have 
 changed.  Large  numbers  of  people  are  unemployed,  the EU  member 
 states have common foreign policy, and many governments struggle with 
 socioeconomic  problems,  i.e.,  demographic  decline,  ageing  population, 
 national debts, etc. The UK evinces the same features: unemployment is 


       


3 Ian Campbell Bradley is British writer, journalist, academic, and theologian.   


4 For the purposes of the thesis, the expression “newcomers” delineates citizens of diverse 
countries who migrate for diverse period of time especially to the UK.   



(13)7.1  per  cent  (or  in  other  words,  there  are  approximately  2.32  million  un-
 employed people in the UK), British minimum gross wage depends on the 
 employee’s age and it is formally 3.72 - 6.31 GBP per hour, the UK na-
 tional  debt  has  surpassed  1  trillion  GBP  and  it  is  still  increasing,  which 
 means there is a lack of  finances for  welfare expenditure. David Camer-
 on’s5 Government  is  considering  the  ways  of  dealing  with  this  unfavour-
 able economic situation, e.g., by withdrawal from the EU or restrictions on 
 immigration [11, 12, 13].  


The UK has also experienced a change in the structure of newcom-
 ers  who  have  migrated  there.  The  former  newcomers  were  migrating  to 
 the  UK  –  to  their  motherland  -  more  likely  in  perpetuity.  


A large number of them had already known British people and habits from 
 their  homelands.  Among  the  newcomers,  there  were  large  numbers  of 
 people  different  by  colour  from  the  native  British  people  and  therefore 
 they  were  easily  recognized  in  the  streets.  On  the  contrary,  the  current 
 newcomers migrate to the country more likely for a shorter period of time 
 in order to earn money, obtain better skills in English, get to know British 
 culture  and  British  people  or  just  to  live  in  the  UK  without  being  aware 
 what their future life will look like. The current newcomers are largely the 
 same colour as British people. However, they had not experienced living 
 with British people before they arrived to the country. The newcomers are 
 mostly young adults creating productive workforce in the UK and  a large 
 number  of  them  are  of  the  age  to  start  families.  This  fact  gives  rise  to  
 a growing child population in the UK [14].  



2.4. Poland as a country of migrating nation 


Poland is rated among EU countries with a large number of interna-
 tional migrants who have been predominantly departing from the country. 


There is a special Polish expression “Polonia” pertaining to the Polish mi-


       


5 David Cameron is a British politician and leader of the Conservative Party. His party won the elections 
in 2010 and he became Prime Minister.   



(14)gration. This expression originates from Latin and the original meaning of 
 the expression is “Poland”. However, the modern meaning has been ex-
 tended  and  it  also  denotes “people  of  Polish  descent  living  outside  Po-
 land” [15].  


Joachim Osinski6 asserts there have been 4 waves of Polish interna-
 tional  migration  from  the  country  since  the  Second  World  War.  The  first 
 wave was related to the inter-war and post-war periods, the second wave 
 was related to the  period  between  the  ascendancy of the  communist  re-
 gime  in  Poland,  the  third  wave  was  related  to  the  period  after  the  intro-
 ducing  of  democracy  in  Poland,  and  the  contemporary  fourth  wave  has 
 been related to the Polish accession to the EU [17]. 


The  contemporary  Polish  international  migration  is  based  on  the 


“push and pull” model. The push factor, that supports the migration from 
 the  country,  is  predominantly  the  present  Polish  economic  situation.  It 
 struggles with the same socioeconomic problems as the other European 
 countries.  Polish  national  debt  is  943.1  billion  PLN.  In  addition,  there  is  
 a lack of job opportunities in Poland. Unemployment is  approximately 14 
 per  cent,  or  in  other  words,  there  are  approximately  2.2  million  unem-
 ployed people [18, 19]. Polish domestic market evinces a large number of 
 employers  who  abuse  this  situation  and  pay  low  wages  to  their  employ-
 ees  in  Poland.  Polish  minimum  gross  wage  is  formally  1,680  PLN  per 
 month, which is 9.50 – 11.00 PLN per hour according to performed hours 
 [20],  nevertheless  Poles  earn  lower  wages  for  their  performed  work  in 
 comparison  with  other  West  European  countries.  Poles  earn  4  or  
 5 times less than  Germans. In addition,  an average  Pole  works  approxi-
 mately  1,929  hours  a  year  in  comparison  with  an  average  German  who 
 works  approximately  1,397  hours  a  year.  The  pull  factors,  which  attract 
 the Polish migration to foreign countries, are predominantly prospects for 


       


6 Joachim Osinski works at the Warsaw School of Economics. His field of study is posed by International 
and Political science. He is particularly interested in Polish international relations [16].  



(15)permanent and better paid work and prospects for better living conditions 
 [21].  


Contemporarily,  more  than  2  million  Poles  are  migrating  between 
 their  homeland  and  a  foreign  country.  They  depart  predominantly  to  the 
 other EU  countries.  Data  from  2011  illustrate  there  were  approximately 
 1.72  million  Poles  living  in  the  whole  Europe  excluding  Poland  and  ap-
 proximately  81.5  per  cent  of  them  sojourn  in  the EU  countries  (see  Ap-
 pendix  no.  2).    Popular  directions  of  the  Polish  migration  within  the EU 
 are,  inter  alia,  the  UK,  Germany,  Ireland,  the  Netherlands,  and  Italy. 


Popular  directions  of  migration  outside  the EU  are  Norway,  the  United 
 States of America or Canada [22].  


The Polish membership in the EU has given rise to a change in the 
 main  Polish  migrating  direction.  Germany  was  especially  popular  before 
 the Polish membership in the EU. However, it has been supplanted by the 
 UK  that  represents  the  main  direction  until  the  present  day.  There  were 
 approximately  612  thousand  Poles  in  the  UK  and  approximately  435 
 thousand Poles in Germany in 2011 [23]. Provided that the current trend 
 of  the  Polish  migration  to  other  countries  continues,  Poland  will  struggle 
 with a serious lack of workforce. Donald Tusk’s7 Government is consider-
 ing the ways of dealing with this unfavourable economic situation, e.g., by 
 encouraging the investors who intend to do business in Poland, or by cur-
 tailing the unemployment [24].  



2.5. Two European countries and nations 


The motto of the EU is “In Varietate Concordia” meaning in the Eng-
 lish language “United in diversity” [25]. This motto could also express re-
 lationships between the UK and Poland and between their nations. These 
 countries  attempt  to  protect  own  identities  and  sovereignties,  
 e.g.,  by  enforcement  of  dispensations  from  the EU.  On  the  other  hand, 


       


7 Donald Tusk is a Polish politician and leader of the Polish political party Civic Platform. His party was re-
elected in 2007 and he became Prime Minister for the second time. 



(16)they  are  conscious  of  the  essentiality  of  the  mutual  cooperation  in  the 
 modern global world. 


The  UK  and  Poland  are  characterised  by  a  large  number  of  signifi-
 cantly  different  features.  The  UK  is  an  island  country  and  constitutional 
 monarchy with a hereditary monarch as the head of the state. The UK le-
 gal system is based on common law. Traditionally, the UK is a Protestant 
 country with the established Anglican Church, although the British society 
 is becoming increasingly secular. The UK membership in the international 
 organisation G7 indicates that the UK is one of the most developed coun-
 tries  in  the  world.  The  UK  has  one  of  the  biggest  European  economies 
 directed predominantly at the tertiary sector [26, 27].  


On the other hand, Poland is a continental centralized parliamentary 
republic with a periodically elected president as the head of the state. Pol-
ish  legal  system  is  based  on  civic  law.  Traditionally,  Poland  is  
a Roman Catholic country where religion is an important part of the soci-
ety.  Poland  was  under  the  ascendancy  of  the  communistic  regime  from 
the  late  1940s  until  1989.  This  period  has  influenced  its  economy.  The 
Polish  economy  is  directed  at  the  tertiary  sector  but  the  primary  sector 
creates  quite  a  large  share  of  Polish  GDP  in  comparison  with  the  other 
EU countries (see Appendix no. 3) [28].  
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3. Polish migrants in the British press  


This part of the thesis contains the depiction of Polish migrants and 
 uses the British press as the main source material. Thus, it is important to 
 characterize  briefly  its  features.  In  the  past,  the  press  had  immense 
 power  to  influence  the  masses  and  classes  before  television  and  radio 
 broadcasting  become  widespread.  Nowadays,  the  influence  is  to  some 
 extent  limited  by  means  of  diverse  media.  The  British  press  can  be  di-
 vided  into  the  “quality  press”  or  “broadsheet”,  which  is  considered  de-
 pendable  and  is  represented,  e.g.,  by The  Guardian,  The  Times,  The 
 Daily Telegraph, The Independent or by The Financial Times and into the 


“popular press” or “tabloid”, which is regarded as less dependable and is 
 represented, e.g., by The Daily Mirror, The Daily Star, The Sun or by The 
 Daily Express. The differences between the quality and popular press are 
 shown in Appendix no. 4. The British press tends to have political attach-
 ments  and  according  to  these  attachments  it  is  further  divided  into  left-
 wing and right-wing press [29]. Thus, information which forms the depic-
 tion of Polish migrants differs according to the information source and it is 
 convenient to compare different resources when receiving information as 
 the author does in this work.  



3.1. Polish language in the UK 


Office  for  National  Statistics  executed  a  census  for  England  and 
 Wales in 2011, the so called 2011 Census, which was extensively anno-
 tated by the British press. In contrast to preceding censuses, 56.1 million 
 residents  of  England  and  Wales  at  the  age  of  3  or  older  imparted  more 
 specific information about language issues in the 2011 Census. The 2011 
 Census  illustrates  that  the  Polish  language  has  become  England’s  and 
 Wales’s second most frequently spoken language and it has also become 
 the  first  most  frequently  spoken  non-native  language  in  these  areas. 


546,000 residents determined Polish language as their mother tongue or 
first language in contradistinction to approximately 61 thousand residents 



(18)in the census in 2001 [30, 31]. According to the 2011 Census, the same 
 tendency  is  visible  also  in  Scotland  and  Wales  because  the  Polish  lan-
 guage  has  become  significant  also  in  these  areas.  Number  of  speakers 
 with the Polish language as their mother tongue or first language living in 
 Scotland increased from 2,505 in 2001 to 55,231 in 2011. Speakers with 
 Polish language as the first language or mother tongue living in Northern 
 Ireland increased from approximately 30 before 2004 to approximately 35 
 thousand in 2010 [32, 33]. 


The  outcomes  of  the  2011  Census  illustrate  a  rapid  shift  because 
 Polish  language  was  not  among  12  most  spoken  languages  in  the UK’s 
 census  in  2001.The  great  upsurge  of  the  Polish  migration  to  the  UK  be-
 gan after the Polish accession to the EU in May 2004 when the numbers 
 of  Polish  migrants  living  in  the  UK  were  increasing  rapidly. Express re-
 ports a statement of Sir Andrew Green8, the chairman of MigrationWatch 
 UK, in which he provides a commentary for this rapid shift and for the Pol-
 ish  language  as  the  first  most  frequently  spoken  non-native  language: 


"This is a measure of the mass immigration that has taken place over the 
 last decade  when three million foreign immigrants  arrived in Britain. The 
 Poles are just the largest group within that influx." [35] 


Although  the  Polish  language  poses  the  most  frequently  non-native 
 spoken  language  in  England  and Wales,  it  comprises  only  1  per  cent  of 
 residents in England and Wales. According to the 2011 Census, approxi-
 mately a quarter of the total number of Polish speakers living in England 
 and Wales may be found generally in the whole London and the highest 
 percentage (6 per cent) of Polish speakers occur namely in Ealing in west 
 London.  Ealing  has  been  a  destination  with  a  high  percentage  of  Poles 
 since  1940s.  Other  destinations  with  the  high  percentage  of  Polish 


       


8 Sir Andrew Green  is  former  British  diplomat  and  founder  of MigrationWatch UK,  the  independent 
think-thank concentrated on the issue of immigration and asylum. The think-thank advocates that immi-
gration should be controlled and restricted [34]. 



(19)speakers are, e.g., Boston and Lincs in England, Merthyr Tydfil in Wales 
 or Aberdeen and Glasgow in Scotland [36, 37].  


The Guardian and The Independent reports influences and changes 
 that  the  coexistence  of  the  English  and  Polish  languages  gives  to  arise. 


Specifically, The  Guardian  reports  the  English  language  is  unlikely  to 
 change its accent but the main change may reside in vocabulary of both 
 languages. The change in vocabulary of  the Polish language can be ex-
 pressed by the expression “Ponglish”. “Ponglish” describes adopting Eng-
 lish  words into the Polish language. Signs of “Ponglish” are evident also 
 in Poland because the Polish migrants who return to Poland influence the 
 Polish language and their fellow citizens in the country. Poles start adopt-
 ing some English words with Polish pronunciation, e.g., “tiszert” or “szop-
 ing”.  In  the  realm  of  office  and  business  terminology,  English  words  are 
 adopted into Polish language and pronounced predominantly with English 
 accent, e.g. „PR“ or „briefing“ [38, 39].  


The  Guardian reports  that  although  learning  the  Polish  language  is 
 not  an  easy  issue  for  British  people,  especially  the  difficulty  with  Polish 
 pronunciation is emphasized, it is worth the exertion because the second-
 generation of Poles are bilingual and it provides them  with an advantage 
 that British people may accomplish as well [40]. 


In  contrast  to  the  attitudes  of  The  Guardian,  Express  provides  
a  commentary  for  the  fact  that  approximately  a  quarter  of  native  Polish 
speakers  are  unable  to  speak  English  well  or  they  lack  any  English  lan-
guage skills. Alternatively from a different perspective, 72 per cent of na-
tive  Polish  speakers  living  in  England  and  Wales  evaluate  their  English 
language skills as “good”. The incapacity of the newcomers to learn Eng-
lish gives rise to potential or actual threat of damage of British communi-
ties. All newcomers intending to stay for living in the UK should endeav-
our  to  learn  English  in  order  to  be  more  likely  integrated  into  the  British 
society and to curtail expenditure for translating and interpreting [41, 42].  



(20)Daily  Mail  reports  the  expenditures  for  translation  and  interpreting 
 reached nearly 20 million GBP between 2010 and 2012. Most of the ex-
 penditures were expended for  the Polish, Slovak, and Czech languages. 


The Polish language was the most money consuming  language of all in-
 terpreted and translated languages [43].  



3.2. British society and Polish offspring  


In connection with the Polish migrants in the UK, it is appropriate to 
 take into account their children. The children are an important component 
 of the current and future British society and therefore they are extensively 
 annotated by the British press.   


3.2.1. Polish baby boom in the UK 


Migration to the UK has been the most significant constituent of Brit-
 ish  population  growth.  However,  in  2009,  the  fertility  rate  exceeded  the 
 rate  of  net  migration  in  population  growth  in  the  UK.  This  changeover 
 happened  for  the  first  time  in  a  decade.  The  sudden  increase  of  fertility 
 rate had been caused by phenomenon of older-age mothers (women give 
 birth to children more frequently at the age of approximately 30 or 40), by 
 first-generation  newcomers  who  had  found  families  in  the  UK  and  by  in 
 vitro  fertilisation  treatment.  The  increasing  fertility  rate  was  boosted  in 
 large  part  by  the  newcomer  mothers,  especially  by  the  Polish  migrant 
 mothers. Currently, the Polish migrating mothers living in the UK have an 
 average of 2.13 children in comparison with British women who  have an 
 average  of  1.89  children  and  with  Polish  mothers  living  in  Poland  who 
 have an average of 1.30 children [44, 45].   


According  to  the  data  published  by Office of National Statistics, the 
sharp increase in the fertility rate of the Polish migrating women began in 
the UK in the period after the Polish accession to the EU. The data illus-
trate  1,392  born  children  to  the  Polish  migrating  mothers  in  the  UK  in 
2003. A year later in 2004 – the year of Polish accession to the EU – the 
number  of  born  children  to  the  Polish  migrating  mothers  in  the  UK  in-



(21)creased  to  1,830.  Comparing  the  numbers  of  these  years  with  the  num-
 bers of 2005 (3,403 born children to Polish mothers in the UK) and 2006 
 (6,620 born children to Polish mothers in the UK), it is evident that the in-
 crease  was  even  more  significant  [46].  In  2007,  a  headline  of Daily Mail 
 reported  there  were  a  thousand  children  born  every  month  to  the  Polish 
 migrating mothers in the UK, in addition, British taxpayers had been pay-
 ing for childbirths and healthcare of the Polish migrating mothers and their 
 children born in the UK in case the Polish migrating mothers worked and 
 lived in the UK before the childbirths. The data from 2011 reaffirm the in-
 creasing  trend  and  illustrate  the  Polish  migrating  mothers  gave  birth  to 
 approximately 20 thousand children in the UK [47].  


The Express  and Daily  Mail reports  that  growing  population  in  the 
 UK  gives  rise  to  diverse  problems,  such  as  lack  of  residential  units,    in-
 creasing expenditures, pressure on services (predominantly on education 
 and  National  Health  Service)  or  preservation  of  nature  and  countryside 
 [48, 49]. On the other hand, The Telegraph reports positive aspects of the 
 Polish baby boom in the UK, i.e. provision for an ageing population in 30 
 years’ time, although the short term expenditures, i.e., for National Health 
 Service and education, will be increasing [50].   


3.2.2. British education system and Polish offspring 


The  issue  of  diversity  at  schools  in  the  UK  to  which  Polish  pupils 
 contribute poses a point of interest of diverse researches and public  de-
 bates. Daily Mail  reports  there  were  170  thousand  Polish  children  in  the 
 UK  in  2007.  The  numbers  of  Polish  pupils  and  students  studying  at 
 schools in the UK began to increase substantially after the Polish acces-
 sion to the EU. Thus, demands of Polish parents for school places, espe-
 cially  at  state  Catholic  schools,  have  been  also  increasing:  firstly,  be-
 cause  of  the  baby  boom  in  the  UK,  which  was  delineated  above. 


Secondly,  because  of  the  native  Polish  children  who  had  relocated  with 
their  parents.  These  Polish  children  had  not  predominantly  spoken  Eng-



(22)lish  before  they  came  to  the  UK.  However,  they  do  not  lag  behind  their 
 native British schoolfellows as one of the researches shows [51].   


The research pursuing the impact of non-native British pupils on the 
 results  of  native  British  pupils  at  English  primary  schools  was  held  from 
 2005 to 2009. The research was investigated by the Centre for Economic 
 Performance at the London School of Economics and it illustrates that the 
 influx of Polish pupils had made a difference in outcomes of native British 
 pupils,  especially  in  mathematics.  According  to  the  research,  approxi-
 mately  4.5  per  cent  of  the  Polish  pupils  attend  state  Catholic  schools 
 where the impact of the native Polish pupils on their native British school-
 fellows is the most significant. The research does not illustrate any enor-
 mous  impacts  on  the  British  pupils’ outcomes in English but it  illustrates  
 a  modest  betterment  of  native  British  pupils’  outcomes  in  mathematics 
 [52]. The outcomes of the research may rebut concerns about the integra-
 tion of Polish children into the British education system.      


The Telegraph reports a statement of Sandra McNally, the leader of 
 the research, and of Russell Hobby, the general secretary of the National 
 Association of Head Teachers, in which they impute the better outcomes 
 of the native Polish pupils to  education standards in Poland  and to  work 
 ethics  of the  Polish  migrants,  who are motivated to  work even more dili-
 gently  in  the  foreign  country  and  who  subsequently  motivate  and  influ-
 ence the children, although a large number of the Polish migrants do not 
 speak English well or properly [53, 54]. 


In  connection  with  the  Polish  education  standards,  The  Guardian 
concentrates  on  the  comparison  between  beginning  of  the  compulsory 
education in the UK and in Poland. It reports that pupils in Poland begin 
the compulsory education at the age of 6 or 7 in comparison with pupils in 
the  UK,  who  begin  the  compulsory  education  at  the  age  of  4  or  
5.  Polish  politicians  have  considered  the  issue,  whether  the  age  limit  for 
beginning the compulsory education in Poland shall be curtailed from 7 to 



(23)6 in order to be equal with the age limits of other European countries, but 
 the referendum proposal has been declined by the Sejm (the lower house 
 of  the  Polish  Parliament).  The  issue  has  been  a  hot-button-topic  in  the 
 Polish  society  and  it  has  provoked  a  large  number  of  discussions  be-
 cause 1 million parents have been willing to embrace the lower age limit 
 [55].   


The Guardian along with Daily Mail reports that the beginning of the 
 compulsory education at the age of 6 or 7 may have a positive effect on 
 the development, health and subsequent outcomes of young pupils. They 
 support  their  assertions  by  an  American  80-year-research  and  by  
 a  research  of  Greg  Brooks,  the  professor  of Sheffield  University,  from 
 2009 [56, 57]. In contradistinction to the researches, Southern Daily Echo 
 defends the lower age limit in the UK and report Polish children removed 
 from Poland and entering schools in the UK may be 2 years belated be-
 hind their British schoolfellows because they begin compulsory education 
 later and spend 4 hours a day at schools instead of 6 hours a day as do 
 their British counterparts in their early years [58].  


Express reports  a  statement  of  Anastasia  de  Waal,  the  member  of 
 think-tank Civitas, in which she mentions non-native British pupils who put 
 a  strain  on  education  system  and  on  pupils  speaking  English  as  a  first 
 language  or  mother  tongue  and  who  may  suffer  educationally  by  being 
 unheeded.  The  main  problem  is  seen  by  de  Waal  in  the  incapacity  of  
 a large number of Polish pupils to communicate in English appropriately. 


Express estimates that state expenditures for educating a non-native Brit-
ish  pupil  are  30,000  GBP  per  year  because  of  classroom  assistance  in 
comparison  with  5,000  GBP  per  year  for  educating  a  native  British  Eng-
lish  speaking  pupil  and  also  that  approximately  1  million  extra  school 
places  will  be  needed  in  next  decade  in  order  to  ensure  pupils  to  have 
admission  to  education.  As  a  consequence  of  an  enormous  number  of 
non-native  British  pupils,  teachers  are  not  able  to  develop  knowledge  of 



(24)native British English speaking pupils because of a lack of time and a lack 
 of facilities [59]. 


Daily Mail reports the Government’s Economic and Social Research 
 Council  has  registered  complaints  of  57  Polish  parents  along  with  other 
 Eastern European parents whose children attend schools in the UK. The 
 complaints  were  directed  against  the  quality  of  British  education  that  is 
 not allegedly challenging for the pupils. The issue has been investigated 
 as  discrimination  against  non-native  British  pupils  and  students  by  aca-
 demics.  The  investigation  was  concluded  by  a  recommendation  for 
 schools  to  make  every  effort  to  be  academically  challenging  for  non-
 native British pupils and students [60].     


Mirror  reports  a  statement  of  Douglas  Carswell,  a  Tory  Member  of 
 Parliament: “It’s time for a national debate about the impact of social co-
 hesion in Britain today. I want to make sure that we create first and sec-
 ond  generation  Britons.”  [61]  In  addition,  it  adds  a  statement  of  
 the spokeswoman for the Department for Education: “We are determined 
 that  all  children,  whatever  their  background  get  a  first-class  education. 


Our  reforms  to  the  education  system,  and  the  hard  work  of  heads  and 
 teachers, are ensuring that is becoming the case ...” [62] 



3.3. Polish migrants and economic issues    


Polish migrants have become a significant integral component of the 
 British  economy.  In  the  British  press  and  society,  there  is  a  question 
 whether  the  Polish  migrants  pose  a  burden  or  contribution  to  the  British 
 economy. As this subchapter demonstrates, the issue is not unambiguous 
 because it depends on the point of view.  


3.3.1. Two sides of the coin 


After Polish accession to the EU, three EU countries – Ireland, Swe-
den,  and  the  UK –  did not impose  labour market restrictions. Blair’s La-
bour Government believed that the influx of foreign newcomers to the UK 



(25)would  be  between  approximately  5  thousand  and  13  thousand  per  year 
 until  2010.  Simultaneously,  they  were  convinced  the  British  economy 
 would  be  enlarged  by  a  higher  number  of  newcomers.  The  estimation 
 was  fallacious  because  the  net  immigration  to  the  UK  has  surpassed  all 
 predications,  e.g.,  it  reached  approximately  250  thousand  newcomers  in 
 2010 [63]. 


Other EU countries - some of them more pro-European than the UK 
 - imposed the labour market restrictions in 2004. For instance, the restric-
 tions  were  imposed  by  Germany  and  France  until  2011.  The  countries 
 were  concerned  about  the  destabilization  of  the  national  markets  and 
 economies  and  about  presumable  increasing  unemployment.  In  connec-
 tion  with  the  concerns,  the  expression  “Polish  plumber”9 has  been  used 
 by  French  politicians  who  were  against  adoption  of  the EU  constitution 
 and  it  became  a  part  of  their  campaign  in  the  referendum  in  2005.  The 
 image  of  the “Polish plumber” became a symbol of low-paid skilled eco-
 nomic  newcomers  migrating  from  the  Eastern EU  countries  and  stealing 
 job opportunities from the Western EU residents. The concerns about the 


“Polish plumber” pervaded to the UK along with other Western EU coun-
 tries  and  the EU  Constitution  was  not  adopted  [65].  Francois  Hollande, 
 current French president, the then leader of French opposition Socialists, 
 and EU adherent, imparted: “The poor Polish plumber has been the hero 
 in spite of himself in this referendum. We should build a statue in his hon-
 our.”[66] 


As  a  response  to  the  negative  image  of  the  “Polish  plumber”,  
 a humorous advertisement providing a kind of commentary for the politi-
 cal debate has been created by the Polish tourist board in Warsaw. In the 


       


9 In  2004,  the  expression “Polish plumber”  was used  for the first time  by  Philippe Val, French 
 journalist of the newspaper Charlie Hebdo, in  his criticism of proposed  directive  relating  to the 
 deregulation of internal European markets within the EU. In 2005, the expression was used by 
 Philippe  de  Villiers,  French  right-wing  politician  and  Euro  sceptic,  in  the  political  context.  He 
 asserted that newcomers providing their services in France would destabilize the French econ-
 omy.  Other  French  politicians  continued  the  debate  and  the  expression  became  widespread. 


[64].  



(26)advertisement,  there  is  a  young  blond  model  symbolizing  a  Polish 
 plumber with the French slogan that the “Polish plumber” is staying in Po-
 land and encourages the French to come over (see Appendix no. 5). BBC 
 reports it is a Polish way to impart that in spite of  a negative depiction of 
 Polish migrants, the French are still welcomed in Poland [67].   


Even scholars are not unanimous on the Polish impact on the British 
 economy. A group of economists assert the Polish migrants are contribu-
 tion to the British economy. For instance, The Economist and The Finan-
 cial Times report these opinions. They explicate the British economy has 
 been  enlarged  by  the  Polish  migrants.  In  addition,  they  pay  a  higher 
 amount  of  money  to  the  Treasury  on  taxes  than  they  obtain  in  benefits 
 (the amount of money is approximately by 35 per cent higher). According 
 to The Economist, the British labour market is one of the most flexible in 
 the EU  and  a large  number of newcomers cannot imperil it.  Considering 
 the  wages  in  the  UK,  they  have  not  been  depressed  extensively  by  the 
 Polish  migrants  because  the  competition  takes  place  predominantly 
 among newcomer employees [68, 69].  


These assertions are supported by The Financial Times by means of 
 two diverse researches. One of them  was investigated by the Centre for 
 Research  and  Analysis  of  Migration  at  University  College  London  be-
 tween  1995  and  2011.  The  research  was  focused  on  net  fiscal  cost  or 
 benefit  of  relatively  recent  newcomers  especially  from  European  Eco-
 nomic  Area10.  It  illustrates  the  European  migrants  contributed  to  the 
 Treasury  by  approximately  8.8  billion  GBP  more  than  they  obtained  in 
 benefits.  In  contrast,  the  research  illustrates  British  people  obtained  ap-
 proximately  604.5  GBP  in  benefits.  They  contributed  to  the  Treasury  by 
 11  per  cent  less  than  they  obtained  in  benefits.  Considering  the  investi-


       


10 The European Economic Area delineates in this context the EU member states excluding Croatia along 
with the member state of the European Free Trade Association - Norway, Lichtenstein, and Iceland. The 
Area  was created in  1994 in  order to enable the members of the European Free  Trade Association to 
participate in the EU internal market [70].    



(27)gated period between 1995 and 2011, the research illustrates further the 
 newcomers from European Economic Area were by approximately 21 per 
 cent  less  likely  to  obtain  benefits  than  British  people.  The  percentage  is 
 even  by  24  per  cent  higher  considering  the  period  between  1999  and 
 2011 [71]. 


The  second  research  was  investigated  by  the  National Institute  for 
 Economic and Social Research during the same period of time. It is con-
 centrated  on  the  impact  of  the  newcomers  on  labour  productivity  in  the 
 UK.  The  research  drew  a  conclusion  that  higher  labour  productivity  had 
 occurred in the industries, especially in the manufacturing and real estate 
 sectors, with higher shares of the newcomer workers. It is estimated that  
 1  per  cent  increase  in  the  newcomer  share  of  employment  gives  rise  to 
 betterment  in  labour  productivity  of  approximately  0.06  to  0.07  per  cent 
 [72]. 


On the other hand, the second group asserts the Polish migrants are  
a  burden  for  the  British  economy. BBC  reports  the  statement  of  Sir  An-
drew Green. He contests the outcomes of the aforementioned researches 
and  articles.  He  considers  problems  in  including  the EU  higher  middle 
class workforce to the researches (because the vast majority of the new-
comers to the UK pertain to the lower class) and in excluding social fac-
tors  such  as  the  age  of  newcomers  (because  aging  population  will  de-
mand  higher  expenditure  on  the  National  Health  Service  and  Pension 
Bill). He emphasizes that in the investigated period of time, the newcom-
ers  from  the  non-European  Economic  Area  obtained  in  benefits  more 
than  they  contributed  to  the  Treasury.  Sir  Green  lambasts  the  research 
provided  only  a  delineation  of  past  events  but  it  was  more  important  to 
look  toward  the  future  because  there  would  be  even  more  enormous 
numbers  of  low-paid  newcomers  from  Eastern  Europe  and  the  British 
economy would be changed because of this matter [73].  



(28)There  are  also  opinions  that  the  Polish  migrating  workforce  along 
 with other Eastern European workforce is preferred to British workforce in 
 the  UK. Daily  Mail  reports  a  statement  of  Richard  Lambert,  a  former 
 leader of the Confederation of British Industry, who is proponent of these 
 opinions.  He  asserts  Polish  migrants  were  frequently  preferred  to  British 
 workforce, even to British university graduates, by British employers. Pol-
 ish migrants have begun to take better paid job positions because of their 
 work  ethics,  appropriate  education,  and  experience.  He  asserts  further 
 there  was  an  issue  of  low  employability  of  British  young  people  and  of 
 their  deficient  competitiveness  with  the  Polish  migrants.  This  fact  has 
 been  caused  by  a  low  quality  of  British  education  system  and  of  British 
 graduates because a large number of graduates have difficulties with suf-
 ficient literacy and numeracy [74].  


Lambert’s assertions are supported by the outcomes of the research 
investigated  by  British  Chamber  of  Commerce.  The  research  has  been 
focused  on  the  attitudes  of  300  British  employers  against  employing  the 
newcomers. It draws the conclusion that the British employers have pre-
dominantly  lower  opinion  on  British  employees  than  on  the  newcomer 
employees.  75.8  per  cent  of  respondents  consider  migration  as  positive 
component of the British economy. Newcomer employees such as Poles 
are  considered  to  have  better  work  ethic  and  to  be  more  productive.  In 
contrast,  British  workers  are  considered  to  have  the  deficient  work  per-
formance  prowess  and  to  lack  the  required  experience.  A  respondent  of 
the research has imparted: “Around 20 per cent of our workforce is Pol-
ish. In three years of employing from Eastern Europe, we [have not] had 
one  negative  experience.  The  only  concern  I  have  is  that  at  some  point 
they  might  want  to  go  home.”[75] The  Guardian  reports  the  same  trend 
predominates  in  job  agencies,  especially  in  those  that  are  concentrated 
on  factory  and  food  work.  However,  such  stereotyping  may  imperil  the 
competitiveness of British people on the labour market [76].  



(29)Prime Minister David Cameron confesses preferring the newcomers 
 to  British  employees  has  been  caused  by  the  British  education  system 
 that do not provide the sufficient work performance prowess. He empha-
 sizes Polish and other newcomers were not to be blamed because it was 
 their  right  to  search  for  a  job.  However,  it  is  a  responsibility  of  the  Gov-
 ernment to ensure quality and competitive education for British people in 
 order  to  make  them  capable  of  performing  those  jobs  that  are  currently 
 performed  by  the  newcomers.  According  to  Cameron,  transformation  of 
 the UK into profitable country that generates wealth for British people in-
 volves educational, immigrant, and welfare reforms [77].  


3.3.2. Directed at the British state benefits 


Polish  newcomers  may  have  been  perceived  recently  as  a  burden 
 on British public services because of a large number of British politicians 
 who  have  been  emphasizing  that  Polish  migrants  obtain  a  large  amount 
 of  money  in  benefits  from  the  British  Treasury.  Cameron’s  Government 
 has  been  considering  possible  means  to  impose  the  restrictions  on  the 
 numbers  of  newcomers  to  the  UK  and  on  the  access  of  newcomers  to 
 British state benefits.  


However, there is an issue of the British membership in the EU and 
its fundamental principle of free movement of the EU citizens who are al-
lowed  to  claim  benefits  in  their  host  country  -  even  if  their  families  have 
been left in the homeland - working on the assumption that the newcom-
ers pay taxes in the host country. This principle is challenged by Cameron 
who  intends  to  enforce  new  amendments  to  the EU  Treaties  that  would 
restrict the EU right of free movement and to change the EU welfare re-
forms.  Cameron  has  promised  British  people  a  referendum  on  the  issue 
of whether the UK should remain or leave the EU. The referendum is in-
tended to take place in 2017 provided that Cameron’s Conservative Party 
wins the next elections. The outcome of the potential referendum will also 



(30)be  related  to Cameron’s  success or failure to enforce new amendments 
 to the EU Treaties [78, 79].  


Yet there have been changes in the British welfare system. In March 
 2014, a new ordinance came into force in the UK. The status of “worker” 


is  bestowed  on  the  EU  newcomers  by  the  Department  for  Work  


& Pensions if they have been earning within 3 months 153 GBP per week 
 in  the  UK.  The  amount  of  money  corresponds  with  24  working  hours  
 a week at the British minimum wage. The status enables the newcomers 
 to claim child benefit, child tax credit, jobseeker's allowance, and housing 
 benefit [80].  


Provided the requirements are not met by the newcomers, there are 
 inspections of whether they have worked “genuinely and effectively” with 
 possibility  that  the  status  of  “worker”  may  be  denied.  Those  newcomers 
 who  are  not  bestowed  the  status  of  “worker”  are  bestowed  either  
 a status of “jobseeker” or “economically inactive”. These newcomers are 
 prevented from obtaining the access to the British welfare system [81].    


The  reforms  were  adopted  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  British  state 
 benefits support migrants who conform the rules and work hard and not to 
 enable  newcomers  to  abuse  the  British  benefit  system.  Ian  Duncan 
 Smith,  member  of Conservative  Party  and  current  Secretary  of  State  for 
 Work & Pensions, believes the reforms are productive of fair system [82]. 


He asserts: “The British public are rightly concerned that migrants should 
 contribute to this country, and not be drawn here by the attractiveness of 
 our benefits system.” [83] 


There have been also other changes in the payments of child bene-
fits  in  the  UK  since  January  2014.  Parents  receive  child  benefits  in  the 
value  of  20.30  GBP  per  week  for  the  first  child  and  an  additional  13.40 
GBP per week for each subsequent child. However, the restrictions were 
implemented  for  a  parent  who  earns  more  than  50  thousand  GBP  per 
year  (the  receiving  child  benefits  are  in  this  case  lowered)  or  more  than 



(31)60 thousand GBP (the receiving child benefits are in this case denied to-
 tally). These restrictions should save the British Treasury 1.5 billion GBP 
 per year [84].  


The  issue  of  child  benefits  has  become  a  hot-button-topic  between 
 Polish  and  British  politicians  because  David  Cameron  mentioned  in  his 
 speech  Poland  as  an  example  of  the  counties  joining  the EU  in  2004  in 
 connection  with  the  assertion  that  not  introducing  the  transitional  move-
 ment controls was a British “huge mistake”. The speech given at the EU 
 summit was connected with Cameron’s intention to deny child benefits for 
 the  newcomers  whose  children  do  not  live  in  the  UK. The  Telegraph  re-
 ports there were approximately 51 thousand children who were receiving 
 British  state  child  benefits  outside  the  UK  in  2009  and  approximately  38 
 thousand  of  them  were  children  in  Poland.  The  expenditures  for  Polish 
 children were estimated approximately 20 million GBP per year [85, 86].   


Cameron’s speech has provoked a large number of reactions on the 
 side  of  Polish  politicians  who  disagree  that  Polish  migrants  living  in  the 
 UK should be a reason and target for implementation of the  British child 
 benefit  reform.  For  instance,  Lech  Walesa,  the  first  President  of  post-
 communist Poland, emphasized Cameron has acted “short-sightedly and 
 irrationally”  and  he  has  underrated  Polish  contribution  to  finishing  with 
 communist system paying the value of 70 per cent of Polish economy, in 
 addition,  the  UK  benefited  also  from  the  collapse  of  communism  [87]. 


Walesa has asserted ironically: “I could say that ending communism was 
 a great mistake so that Great Britain would have to arm itself and spend 
 much more than it is currently contributing to Europe.” [88] 


Polish  Foreign  Minister  Radoslaw  Sikorski  has  responded  to  the 
 Cameron’s speech: “It seems the UK prefers a situation where the Polish 
 state  meets  the  education  and  healthcare  costs  of  the  children  of  Polish 
 citizens  who  are  British  taxpayers.”  [89]  Donald  Tusk  has  imparted: 


“Prime Minister Cameron has the right to change the rules in his country 



(32)but  they  must  apply  to  all  beneficiaries  of  the  system;  not  just  a  specific 
 group. …” [90]. In addition, he added that Polish migrants living in the UK 
 were appropriated from all newcomers living in the UK, which is not fair, 
 and that he would obstruct all attempts of the UK to overhaul rules of the 
 EU benefit system that “stigmatise any particular national minority.” Cam-
 eron has ensured Tusk that his speech was not intended to be offensive 
 against Poles and explicated all EU member states should have been en-
 gaged with the EU welfare reforms. The Prime Ministers have agreed to-
 gether on further bilateral discussions about the issue [91]. 


3.3.3. Polish migrants in possible economic troubles 


Daily Mail reports directly from Polish Rzeszow that Polish workforce 
 is  frequently  enthusiastic  about  the  thought  of  migrating  abroad,  espe-
 cially to the UK. However, in actual fact, Poles who have not experienced 
 living abroad are not able to draw a comparison between the real wages 
 in target countries and in Poland. Poles willing to migrate abroad are not 
 conscious that living in a foreign country may be more expensive than in 
 homeland (as it is in the UK). They follow the vision of being better off and 
 enriching  themselves.  The  vision  is  supported  by  lower  wages,  unem-
 ployment,  and  inauspicious  perspectives  for  future  life  in  Poland.  


A  large  number  of  newcomers,  then,  may  experience  exploitation  and 
 abuse. Daily Mail reports the UK has become a magnet for  the migrants 
 who are not able to find jobs or are not contented with the level of wages 
 in their homeland while Polish cities and towns have been confronted with 
 the decrease of their younger educated workforce [92]. 


As a rejoinder to the issue of possible and actual economic problems 
of  the  Polish  migrants  in  the  UK,  a  short  three-minute  Polish-language 
film Before  You  Go funded  by  the  British  and  Polish  Governments  has 
been produced by the homelessness organisation The Passage in order 
to  emphasize  that  imprudent  decision  to  migrate  from  Poland  to  the  UK 
may result in serious economic problems or in homelessness, in view of 



(33)the  fact,  that  the  Polish  migrants  are  frequently  unprepared  for  living  in  
 a foreign  country (predominantly  the  incapacity to speak  English, lack of 
 the wherewithal, and unsecured work in advance). Essential counsels are 
 provided  in  the  film:  legal  work,  British  national  insurance  number,  ac-
 commodation,  and  600  GBP  should  have  been  prepared  by  Poles  who 
 intend to migrate to the UK before leaving the homeland [93].  


Homelessness  is  divided  into  two  categories  in  the  UK.  One  cate-
 gory is “rough sleeper”, expressing someone  who dwells on the  streets. 


The  second  category  is  “statutory  homelessness”,  expressing  someone 
 who is in temporary accommodation or otherwise at risk of being deprived 
 of  their  abode.  This  category  incorporates,  e.g.,  homeless  people  in  ho-
 tels, shelters, or at holiday campsites and squatters. Polish migrants are 
 to  be  found  in  both  categories.  According  to  a  research  investigated  by 
 Thames Reach, one of the largest UK’s charities, in 2013, 11 per cent of 
 the  total  number  of  homeless  people  comprised  Polish  migrants.  They 
 were the largest group of homeless people in the UK who were not Brit-
 ish-born. The average life expectancy of rough homeless people living in 
 London was detected to be 42 years. During researching, the community 
 of  rough  Polish  homeless  migrants  eating  rats  was  detected  in  North 
 London. However, there are enormous health risks because the rats had 
 been poisoned [94, 95].  


British and Polish charities supported by the British and Polish Gov-
ernments  cooperate  to  help  Polish  migrants  to  return  to  Poland.  Polish 
migrants  are  firstly  detoxified,  reunited  with  their  relatives  and  families, 
and  prepared  to  be  employed  in  the  homeland.  If  they  return  to  Poland, 
they are paid benefits and obtained free access to services in "social in-
tegration  centres”.  Helping  Polish  migrants  to  return  to  the  homeland  is 
money-saving  for  the  British  taxpayers  because  Polish  homeless  mi-
grants  require  medical  treatment  approximately  5  times  more  frequently 
than  British  citizens  and  they  are  approximately  15  times  more  likely  to 
become a victim of violence [96]. 



(34)
3.4. Religious faiths on the British Isles 


The UK is a traditionally Protestant country with the established An-
 glican  Church  and  with  a  close  relationship  between  the  state  and  the 
 Church.  In  recent  decades,  the  UK  has  become  more  secular  country 
 than it used to be in past which gives rise to diverse debates on the reli-
 gious  issues  in  the  British  multicultural  society.  For  instance,  there  is  
 a query whether the Church has still its own place in the state administra-
 tion, whether the occurring secularism is an indication of the crisis of Brit-
 ish identity, or what the future religious development will look like [97].  


The diminishing number of English and Welsh residents who  define 
 themselves  as  Christians  were  demonstrated  by  outcomes  of  the  cen-
 suses  from  2001  and  2011.  The  outcomes  demonstrate  13  per  cent  re-
 duction  from  37.3  million  to  33.2  million  Christian  worshippers  in  the 
 aforementioned areas. Although the trend has been diminishing, Christian 
 community still has the largest membership base in England and Wales. 


With the influx of Polish migrants along with African and other Eastern EU 
 newcomers  to  the  UK,  the  trend  of  the  diminishing  number  of  Christians 
 have been decelerated (see Appendix no. 6) because considering Poles 
 and  British  people  from  the  religious  perspective,  both  nations  are  tradi-
 tionally Christians. However, Poles are traditionally Roman Catholics and 
 British  people  largely  Protestants,  which  gives  rise  to  other  debates  as 
 the Polish migrants have had impact on the shape of the religious life in 
 the UK [98]. 


The Telegraph reports outcomes of the research investigated by in-
dependent  organisation Christian  Research.  In  2007,  when  the  research 
was  investigated,  there  were  approximately  25  million  British  residents 
who  had  defined  themselves  as  Anglicans  in  comparison  with  approxi-
mately  4.2  million  British  residents  who  had  delineated  themselves  as 
Catholics.  However,  the  outcomes  illustrate  church  attendance  at  Sun-
day’s  services  had  been  more  frequent  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 



(35)thanks to the Polish migrants than the attendance in the established An-
 glican  Church.  From  this  perspective,  the  established  Anglican  Church 
 has begun to lose its dominant position as the most popular Christian de-
 nomination in the country. If such trends continue, the established Angli-
 can Church will become a minority faith in the UK [99].  


However, leaders of The Church of London have challenged the re-
 search  and  such  assertions  arguing  that  the  church  attendance  at  Sun-
 day’s services could not  be any criterion to express number  of  worship-
 pers  because  Anglicans  were  not  obligated  to  attend  services  every 
 Sunday as Catholics. They emphasized importance of individual religious 
 faiths because worshippers who attend church once or twice a year could 
 be  full  members  of  the  Church,  as  well.  In  addition,  in  the  UK,  the  Sun-
 day’s church attendance has been more frequent historically in the Catho-
 lic Church, it is not a trend connected with the Polish migrants [100].    


The  Guardian supports  assertions  of  the  leaders  of The  Church  of 
London. It reports that in the UK, the Catholic Church had had the identi-
cal problems with decreasing number of worshippers and with the church 
attendance;  in  addition,  there  had  been  a  lack  of  priests  to  be  recruited 
before influx  of  the  Polish  Catholic migrants. Francis  Davis,  a director of 
the Von Hugel Institute at Cambridge and a leader of a research investi-
gating the newcomers, has asserted Polish Catholic migrants are certain-
ly  a  large  opportunity  for  the  Catholic  community:  “…They  are  bringing 
new  energy,  new  life  and  new  resources  and  networks  into  the  Catholic 
community.  They  are  bringing  a  faith  of  their  own  that  is  so  vibrant  you 
can chew it. …” [101] It is estimated that approximately 80 per cent of the 
Polish  migrants  are  Catholics  and  approximately  50  to  60  per  cent  of 
them  attend  Sunday’s  services  regularly.  The  Polish  Catholic  migrants 
from all 4 waves of the Polish migration are in this manner united by the 
Church because when they arrive to the UK, the majority of them search 
which community to join in order to meet the religious obligations [102].  



(36)On  the  other  hand,  the  Polish  Catholic  migrants  pose  a  large  chal-
 lenge for the Catholic community because the mutual coexistence of Brit-
 ish  and  Polish  Catholics  requires  a  high  degree  of  understanding.  How-
 ever,  not  only  understanding  between  British  people  and  the  Polish 
 migrants is necessary, but also  among the Polish Catholic migrants mu-
 tually  because there are  differences among the Polish  Catholic migrants 
 who  came to the UK in   diverse migration  waves in  past and those  who 
 have been migrating to the UK in the current wave [103].  


The  Telegraph  reports  the  statement  of  Cardinal  Murphy-O'Connor, 
 the Archbishop of Westminster and leader of Roman Catholics in the UK, 
 who has directed his words to the Polish migrants. He expressed his view 
 that although the Polish Catholic migrants were contribution to the Catho-
 lic  Church  in  the  UK,  they  should  have  learnt  the  English  language  and 
 integrated  into  the  UK’s  Catholic  Church  in  order  not  to  create  a  sepa-
 rated Polish-speaking Catholic Church in the UK. The assertion has pro-
 voked a row of reactions at the side of the Polish Catholic migrants. They 
 expressed concerns about their national identity because it is created by 
 their language and religion [104].  


David Cameron has provided a commentary on the issue about reli-
 gion  in  the  British  society.  He  has  defined himself  as  a  “committed”  but 
 only  “vaguely  practising”  Christian  and  has  asserted  that  the  UK  is  
 a  Christian  country  with  historically  developed  values  and  morals  based 
 on  the Bible and  that  British  people  “should  not  be  afraid  to  say  so”. In 
 addition,  Christian  principles  give  rise  to  a  kind  environment  for  a  larger 
 number of faith communities that have right to profess any faiths that they 
 wish [105]. 


3.4.1. Religious aspect for migrating from Poland   


Poland  is  traditionally  a  conservative  Catholic  country  where  the 
 Church has an enormous influence on the society and the public opinion. 


For that reason, Polish gays and lesbians confront a complicated position 



(37)in  the  society.  It  is  not  against  the  law  to  be  a  homosexual  in  Poland. 


However, same-sex marriages are a taboo in the Polish society and there 
 are  frequently  endeavors  to  emphasize  that  homosexuality  is  an  aspect 
 that  does  not  belong  to  the  society  and  homosexuality  is  frequently  per-
 ceived as sexual deviation, as the Catholic Church allows marriages only 
 between a man and a woman [106]. These attitudes are reflected by con-
 servatives on the political scene. For instance, in Poland, there have been 
 political  debates  whether  discussions  about  the  issue  of  homosexuality 
 may  be  discussed  at  Polish  schools.  In  2007,  there  was  a  plan  to  treat 
 homosexuals propounded by the Polish Health Ministry. The Polish police 
 have  created  a  database  of  homosexuals,  despite  the  fact  that  such  ac-
 tions  are  against  the EU  law.  Gay  rights  laws  were  voted  down  by  the 
 Polish Parliament in 2013 although the Polish Government is permanently 
 criticized  for  homophobia  by  the EU  [107].    Lech  Walesa  has  provided 
 publicly  his  commentary  on  the  first  openly  gay  Robert  Biedron,  
 the founder of the Polish Foundation Against Homophobia,  who became  
 a  Member  of  Parliament in  2011:  “[Gay  people]  have  to  know  that  they 
 are  a  minority  and  adjust  to  smaller  things,  and  not  rise  to  the  greatest 
 heights.”  [108]  In  addition,  Walesa  has  added  that  gay  people  should 
 have  been  banned  “to  sit  on  the  front  benches  of  the  Parliament”  they 
 should have sat on the back benches or “behind a wall” [109].   


The Guardian  reports  large  numbers  of  the  Polish  homosexual  mi-
grants have been migrating from their homeland on the permanent basis - 
and a large number of them to the UK - because of the homophobic envi-
ronment in Poland. However, the exact statistics of the Polish homosexu-
al migrants are unknown. Robert Biedron has provided a commentary to 
the issue of homosexuality in Poland: “Most of the people I know are now 
in England ... because of the persecution of homosexuals going on [in Po-
land]. It's impossible for gays to be themselves in Poland.” [110] For the 
aforementioned reasons, the UK poses a friendlier environment for Polish 
homosexuals  than  Poland.  Although  the  same-sex  marriages  are  doctri-



(38)nally  also  in  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  Anglican  Church,  the  civil 
partnerships  have  been  allowed  by  the  UK’s  Government  since  2004 
[111].  
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