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Assessment of Master Thesis – Opponent


Study programme:International Economic Relations
 Field of study:International and Diplomatic Studies
 Academic year:2020/2021


Master Thesis Topic:The Old, the New and the Unknown – Russia, China and India in the Race for the
 Arctic


Author’s name:Felix Breiteneicher


Ac. Consultant’s Name:doc. Jeremy Alan Garlick, M.A., Ph.D.


Opponent:Gaziza Shakhanova


Criterion Mark


(1–4)


1. Overall objective achievement 1


2. Logical structure 1


3. Using of literature, citations 1


4. Adequacy of methods used 1


5. Depth of analysis 1


6. Self-reliance of author 1


7. Formal requirements: text, graphs, tables 1


8. Language and stylistics 2


Comments and Questions:


This master thesis examines an interesting issue that has a significant importance for IR studies. The
 thesis has a good structure. The student engages very well with the existing studies throughout the text of
 the thesis. The main research question as well as the applied methods and the structure of the research
 are elicited at the beginning. In general, by applying a critical geopolitical approach and analysing the
 national policies, Felix focuses on three powers belonging to the “Global Arctic”, Russia, India and China,
 and explores their positions in the Arctic rivalry (p. 4).


Felix starts by introducing the current situation in the Arctic zone, the recent trends and problems in this
 area. He follows by introducing the historical and ideational background of the interaction of the analyzed
 countries in relation to the Arctic. Then by comparing the state-led policies of China, Russia, and India the
 author analyzes the countries’ goals in relation to the Arctic, their approaches to the issues of sovereignty,
 Arctic resources, shipping and infrastructure, military security, tourism and the problem of exclusion of the
 indigenous population, as well as climate change and polar research in the Arctic. The author also
 prognosticates their potential future goals and even conflicts. In conclusion, Felix attempts to link his
 findings with a wider domain of related issues such as climate change, North-South relations, and to
 discuss the possibility of international governance in relation to climate change issues.


The interesting thing about Felix’s approach is his attempt to bring attention to the Arctic spatialization and
 to the broader space of the “Global Arctic” which apart from conventional Arctic powers like Russia also
 includes less conventional powers such as India and China. This perspective allows us to explore the
 actions of these actors in the Arctic region, their national approaches on a wide range of Arctic problems,
 and assess the character of cooperation between Russia and China, China and India, and India and China
 in the Arctic zone. The willingness to avoid a state-centric approach in research and to focus on


comparison of the national policies of the Eastern countries in relation to the Arctic is a strong


methodological point of the thesis. Apart from Felix’s avoidance of reductionism in the analysis, he also
 tries to address the existing theoretical gaps in Arctic studies. One of them is that while some geopolitical
 studies excessively focus on the material issues like military cooperation or power balancing in the Arctic
 region, the problems of indigenous people and climate change issues in the Arctic are often overlooked.


Therefore Felix chooses to work with the traditions of critical geopolitical thinking. The thesis is rich with
factual data and statistics, and is supplemented with illustrative materials.



(2)Here are my comments:


–On p.14, it is claimed that “Chinese diplomatic self-understanding in the Arctic is torn in a conflict of
 identities between both favouring bilateral partnerships and relying on multilateral cooperation for stable
 regional institutionalism.”–Would you please explain what “identity” and “conflict of identities” mean here?


–On p.69, it is argued that “The landbound Eurasian ‘New Silk Road’ component is meanwhile even
 actively trying to decrease its geographical reliance on Russia: New routes, for example, through Iran or
 the Caucasus, are being developed.”– I am not sure what these routes are. Would you please specify what
 these routes are?


–On p.11, it is argued that “Russia’s current discourse and policies in the region portray a duality: Both
 realist as well as neoliberal arguments fall into place for Moscow’s strategic stance towards the Arctic. As it
 can neither be identified as a fully belligerent nor benevolent player, the truth lies in the middle.” – As
 I believe one example of such duality in the Russian official discourse has been provided later in the text
 on p.40: “Russian official statements differ starkly in tone, dependent on whether Arctic cooperation, as
 a whole, or regional opponents are addressed [in relation to the U.S.]” as well as later on pp. 64, 68 – Can
 we try to explain the reasons for the ambivalent rhetoric of the political leaders in Russia by other reasons
 than a mere Cold war logic as we know that historically the West/Western countries play the role of the
 Russia’s Other?


–There are two arguments made on pp.6 and 74-75 [I provide them below]: while the first argument
 supports the main geopolitical claim that the countries’ foreign policies are driven by their geography and
 space and/or location, the second argument probably calls for introduction of the additional theoretical
 framing: as it invites the countries to question the viability of the concept of “sovereignty”; it calls the actors
 to be morally responsible and unified in solving the issues of global warming and the problems of inclusion
 of indigenous population; as well as to create an extended political community beyond the national


boundaries independent from North-South or East-West divisions which could deal with problematic
 issues.– As a suggestion, perhaps a Critical theory approach in relation to the second argument could be
 relevant. Below are the citations taken from the text. On p.6, it is argued that the countries are driven by
 their geographical conditions: [”Geopolitics describe how both natural and man-made geographical
 conditions are guiding political decisions. While they neither determine nor predict them, the analysis of
 power structures on the basis of given geographical factors can serve as a strategic outlook into possible
 future developments and decisions of actors in state, society as well as the economy.”] as well as by the
 spatial logic [“The policies of major Arctic states in both Eurasia and North America are characterised by
 an underlying spatial logic which influences their strategic behaviour”]. On pp. 74-75 it is argued: [“The true


‘Arctic Race’ is thus a race against time and advancing global climate change... global warming poses the
 moral question whether states have an institutional right for endless economic growth, even if its hurts
 humankind as a whole...The Arctic coastal states nevertheless continue to dominate Arctic geopolitics with
 their state-sovereignty approach while the big questions of the future of the region cannot be solved
 without an inclusive international framework.]


–In the endnotes and bibliography, the years of publishing of some articles are missing. For example, on p.


21 [“See: Laruelle, Marlène. ‘Resource, State Reassertion and International Recognition: Locating the
 Drivers of Russia’s Arctic Policy’. In: The Polar Journal 4:2 p. 258”]; and in the bibliography [Laruelle,
 Marlène. ‘Resource, State Reassertion and International Recognition: Locating the Drivers of Russia’s
 Arctic Policy’. In: The Polar Journal 4:2. pp. 253–70.]


Questions: 1. Throughout the text, Felix stresses the Russian cautious attitude towards China. For


example, on p.75, it is argued that “Russia, with its urgent need to defend its northern frontier, seems to be
 stuck in a renewed Cold War mentality. Its sovereignty fears are especially visible in its approach towards
 Beijing.” Furthermore, on p.68 it is described how Russia had been blocking China’s entrance into the
 Arctic Council and the 2013 Medvedev’s citation that it is only Arctic powers who have authority in rules
 production; and so on – It seems that these arguments were pertinent to describe the Sino-Russian
 relations seven or eight years ago. These days considering how cooperation between two states have
 been steadily developing in the Arctic as well as the recent 2019 Russia-China agreement on


comprehensive partnership and strategic cooperation, which among others includes cooperation in the
 Arctic, and the common Russia-China military training in the Russian Far East, can we say that the
 argument about Russia’s sovereignty fears in relation to China does not hold any longer?


2. What can be said about another observer at the Arctic Council, Japan? Do the interests of China and
Japan coincide in the Arctic?



(3)Overall, I find Felix’s research very interesting and promising. I highly recommend this master thesis for
 defense.


Conclusion: The Master Thesis is recommended for the defence.


Suggested Grade: 1


Date: 16/05/2021 Gaziza Shakhanova


Opponent





    
  




      
      
        
      


            
    
        Odkazy

        
            	
                        
                    



            
                View            
        

    


      
        
          

                    Stáhnout nyní ( PDF - 3 Stránka - 59.44 KB )
            

      


      
      
        
  Související dokumenty

  
    
      
          
        
            Oponentura70226_xcmak01.pdf, 50.4 kB
                
                
                  
                    Stáhnout
        
      

        While the structure of the thesis is clearly defined, I would move the enlisted Russian actors involved in Arctic policy (p. 10) from the theoretical to the empirical section as

    
      
          
        
            Hodnocení vedoucího73948_macm03.pdf, 53.3 kB
                
                
                  
                    Stáhnout
        
      

        Second, following the precise operationalization of the power’s aspects mentioned above, she continued to assess the ability of the Russian Federation to project nationalistic

    
      
          
        
            Hlavní práce73480_bref01.pdf, 1.8 MB
                
                
                  
                    Stáhnout
        
      

        China’s Arctic policy explains that the region has elevated itself to a global concern for  all states and that non-Arctic states have vital interests in an international development

    
      
          
        
            Hodnocení vedoucího73480_garj02.pdf, 53.5 kB
                
                
                  
                    Stáhnout
        
      

        Interesting theoretical considerations are introduced at later points in the thesis which should have been explained at the beginning, meaning that the overall framing of the

    
      
          
        
            DEAN´S DECISION NO. 2/2021 CONDITIONS FOR COURSES AND ACTIVITIES AT THE FACULTY IN RELATION TO THE SPREAD OF THE CORONAVIRUS SARS-CoV-2
        
      

        1. Employees are obliged immediately notify the HR Department of the FA BUT that they have been ordered  quarantine or isolation in connection with the COVID-19 disease.

    
      
          
        
            Introduction to Equations The topic of the 4
        
      

        For instance, there are equations in one variable (let us call it x) where your aim is to find its solutions, i.e., all possible x (mostly real numbers or integers 1 ) such that if

    
      
          
        
            DECISION NO. 2/2020The conditions for courses and activities at thefaculty in relation to the emergency and thespread of the coronavirus
        
      

        c)   In order to maintain the operation of the faculty, the employees of the study department will be allowed to enter the premises every Monday and Thursday and to stay only for

    
      
          
        
            Nové příběhy dobrého vojáka Švejka. Podrývání státu a kulturní blízkost v ukrajinsko-polském pohraničí
        
      

        Na příkladu  analýzy současného vztyčování soch dobrého vojáka Švejka v tomto prostoru  objasním, jak v těchto aktivitách dochází na úrovni diskurzu i praxe k narušování

      



      

    

    
            
                        
             Nahrajte své studijní materiály ke stažení všech dokumentů.

            
              

                        
  

                
            
            
        
        Nahrát
                

            Váš dokument bude obohacen, sdílen na 9PDF CZ, aby vám pomohl při studiu.

          

                    
      
  Související dokumenty

  
          
        
    
        
    
    
        
            Changes in the area of extended collective management in relation to memory and educationalinstitutions in the light of the Czech Amended copyright act
        
        
            
                
                    
                    1
                

                
                    
                    0
                

                
                    
                    0
                

            

        

    


      

          
        
    
        
    
    
        
            Oponentura71878_shag00.pdf, 60.4 kB
                
                
                  
                    Stáhnout
        
        
            
                
                    
                    3
                

                
                    
                    0
                

                
                    
                    0
                

            

        

    


      

          
        
    
        
    
    
        
            Hlavní práce66776_balm00.pdf, 843.6 kB
                
                
                  
                    Stáhnout
        
        
            
                
                    
                    101
                

                
                    
                    0
                

                
                    
                    0
                

            

        

    


      

          
        
    
        
    
    
        
            Veřejná příloha21896_balm00.pdf, 192 kB
                
                
                  
                    Stáhnout
        
        
            
                
                    
                    3
                

                
                    
                    0
                

                
                    
                    0
                

            

        

    


      

          
        
    
        
    
    
        
            Veřejná příloha21903_balm00.pdf, 2.6 MB
                
                
                  
                    Stáhnout
        
        
            
                
                    
                    15
                

                
                    
                    0
                

                
                    
                    0
                

            

        

    


      

          
        
    
        
    
    
        
            Oponentura70241_xcmak01.pdf, 53.2 kB
                
                
                  
                    Stáhnout
        
        
            
                
                    
                    1
                

                
                    
                    0
                

                
                    
                    0
                

            

        

    


      

          
        
    
        
    
    
        
            Hodnocení vedoucího66776_xprip09.pdf, 55.4 kB
                
                
                  
                    Stáhnout
        
        
            
                
                    
                    2
                

                
                    
                    0
                

                
                    
                    0
                

            

        

    


      

          
        
    
        
    
    
        
            Hlavní práce73948_volj03.pdf, 1.1 MB
                
                
                  
                    Stáhnout
        
        
            
                
                    
                    101
                

                
                    
                    0
                

                
                    
                    0
                

            

        

    


      

      


              
          
            
          

        

          

  




  
  
  
    
      
        Společnost

        	
             O nás
          
	
            Sitemap

          


      

      
        Kontakt  &  Pomoc

        	
             Kontaktujte Nás
          
	
             Feedback
          


      

      
        Legal

        	
             Podmínky Použití 
          
	
             Zásady Ochrany Osobních Údajů
          


      

      
        Social

        	
            
              
                
              
              Linkedin
            

          
	
            
              
                
              
              Facebook
            

          
	
            
              
                
              
              Twitter
            

          
	
            
              
                
              
              Pinterest
            

          


      

      
        Získejte naše bezplatné aplikace

        	
              
                
              
            


      

    

    
      
        
          Školy
          
            
          
          Témy
                  

        
          
                        Jazyk:
            
              Čeština
              
                
              
            
          

          Copyright 9pdf.info © 2024

        

      

    

  




    



  
        
        
        
          


        
    
  
  
  




     
     

    
        
            
                

            

            
                                 
            

        

    




    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
  

                            

                        
                            
  

                            

                        
                            
  

                            

                        
                            
  

                            

                        
                            
  

                            

                    

                    
                        

                        

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                
                                    
                                

                            

                        
                    

                    
                        
                            
                                
  

                                
                        

                        
                            
                                
  

                                
                        

                    

                

                                    
                        
                    

                            

        

    


