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Abstrakt 


Úkolem diplomové práce bylo nahlédnout, jakým způsobem jsou formovány názory a 
 postoje  dnešní  mladé  ruské  generace  k  rozpadu  SSSR  a  následujícím  90.  letům  20.  století. 


Historickou  periodu  zde  rámují  neúspěšný  srpnový  puč  v  roce  1991  a  přelomový  rok 
 1999/2000, kdy tehdejší prezident B. Jelcin jmenoval za svého nástupce V. Putina. 


Práce si kladla za cíl nalézt a popsat základní charakteristiky představ mladých Rusů o 
 tomto období, současně s tím popsat způsoby, jakými jsou tyto názory formovány. Za tímto 
 účelem bylo v rámci výzkumu sesbíráno a zanalyzováno více než 30 rozhovorů s mladými 
 lidmi z Moskvy, Kazani a Novosibirsku. 


Výsledkem analýzy se stalo sestavení několika typů obrazu rozpadu SSSR a 90. let, byla 
 popsána role školy, rodiny i médií během utváření těchto obrazů, nahlédnuty některé historické 
 mýty,  a  nakonec  charakterizovány  základní  čtyři  typy  formování  historických  představ 
 dotazovaných. 


Klíčová slova: paměťová studia, kolektivní paměť, mytologizace dějin,  rozpad Sovětského 
svazu, nostalgie, formování historických postojů, názory ruské mládeže, formovaní názoru. 
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Abstract 


The purpose of the research work was to discover and describe the main characteristics 
 of young people’s ideas about the collapse of the USSR and the 1990s in Russia as well as to 
 define  the  specific  features  of  opinion    and  attitude  formation.  The  time  frame  of  targeted 
 historical period is between 1991 and 1999/2000, from the Soviet coup d'état attempt in 1991 
 to the time when Boris Yeltsin Russian president of that time appointed Vladimir Putin as his 
 successor in 1999/2000.  


In order to achieve this goal, more than 30 interviews with young people from Moscow, 
 Kazan, and Novosibirsk were collected and analyzed. 


As  a  result,  several  types  of  images  of  the  collapse  of  the  USSR  and  the  90s  were 
 formed; the role of school, family and media in the process of image formation were described, 
 some historical myths were identified, and four types of historical opinion formations of young 
 Russians were structured and named. 


Keywords:  memory  studies,  collective  memory,  history  mythologization,    Soviet 
Union Fall, nostalgia, historical attitude formation, Russian youth attitude, opinion formation 
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(7)Introduction 


It’s been nearly 30 years since the collapse of the Soviet Union. The researchers have 
 thoroughly  studied  the  economic  and  political  aspects  of  that  event.  Incapacity  of  the 
 communist regime was proved and no longer casts any doubt. There is evidence of large-scale 
 repressions, and the reality  of life under communism is also  well known: censorship, crime, 
 corrupt practices, and commodity deficit. It seems unlikely that someone would want the revival 
 of the USSR. However, opinion polls consistently point out to the regret among Russians over 
 the fall of the Soviet Union. In 2018, 66% of Russians said they regretted the collapse of the 
 USSR (according to Levada-Center data, 2018). In 2019, 48% of Russian residents agreed that 
 it would have been better for the country to remain in the pre-Perestroika status (according to 
 Levada-Center data, 2019). 


Moreover, it’s not just the representatives of the older generations that regret over the 
 collapse of the Soviet Union and whose views could be attributed to the nostalgia for youth and 
 stability; young people born in “the modern period” express the same views. The latest Levada-
 Center poll has shown that 36% of young people (which is more than a third) agree that it would 
 have been better for the country to remain in the pre-Perestroika status. Another 36% disagreed 
 with this statement. Most importantly, according to many historians it was Perestroika that laid 
 the foundation for the collapse of the Soviet Union and transition from communism to planned 
 economy and democracy and capitalism. 36% of young people view “August 1991 coup” as a 
 tragic  event,  which  had  fatal  consequences  for  the  country  and  nation,  while  39%  were 
 undecided (according to Levada-Center, 2015).  


These numbers and a significant number of those undecided stirred interest regarding 
 the image of the collapse of the Soviet Union and the 90s, that followed Perestroika and the fall 
 of the USSR, in the minds of young people and the reason behind their opinion formation. The 
 objective of this research is to study and describe the main characteristics of views of young 
 people regarding the collapse of the USSR and the 90s in  Russia, as well as to  describe the 
 features of opinion formation in young people with regard to the recent history of Russia. This 
 research paper is of exploratory and observational nature. During the research, we managed to 
 distinguish groups of images and views of young people regarding the collapse of the USSR 
 and  the  90s,  find  out  what  information  about  that  period  they  learned  from  their  family 
 members, in school, media, and what myths about the USSR, its collapse and the 90s are spread. 


Finally, we were able to form and describe the types of opinions about the collapse of the USSR 
and the 90s among young people.  



(8)The topic and research are extremely relevant and interesting, since an important stage 
 in forming of historical memory of the 90s is happening right now: people from the generation 
 that doesn’t remember that time are becoming adults now and their opinions about the 90s don’t 
 rely  on  the  experience  of  those  people.  The  author  of  this  paper  also  belongs  to  the  same 
 generation, which makes it even more interesting for her to explore.  


The indicative timeframe of targeted historical period is between 1991 and 1999/2000, 
 from  the  Soviet  coup  d'état  attempt  in  1991  to  the  time  when  Boris  Yeltsin,  the  Russian 
 president of that time, appointed Vladimir Putin as his successor in 1999/2000. Since that time 
 a  lot  of  crucial  and  sometimes  dramatic  events  took  place:  the  formation  of  GKChP  (State 
 Committee on the State  of Emergency) and  a failed coup  attempt, signing of the Belovezha 
 Accords, constitutional crisis and adopting of a new constitution of the RF in 1993, the First 
 Chechen war, 1998 financial crisis and the beginning of the Second Chechen war in 1999.  


The  theoretical  part  of  this  research  describes  and  analyzes  such  terms  as  collective 
 memory and historical memory, since the most part of the work and interviews is  related to 
 memories, including memories of relatives who brought up the informants.  


Unfortunately, there are still very few researches and data about the views of (young) 
 Russians about the 90s. Hence, the research related to the attitudes towards the USSR and its 
 collapse  were  used  to  form  the  objectives  of  this  study  and  assumptions.  In  this  regard,  the 
 research is deemed useful, since it allows to expand the scientific review of historical views of 
 young people and learn more about what they think about the collapse of the USSR and the 
 90s. 


It’s important to keep in mind, that the subject of this research is the views of young 
Russians about the collapse of the USSR and the 90s, and not the historical period itself, that’s 
why there will be no analysis of the events of the late 20th century in this research. The author 
of this research has formed her own views on the subject of interest by studying such works as 
Everything Was Forever, Until It Was No More by Alexei Yurchak, Armageddon Averted: The 
Soviet Collapse: 1970-2000 by S. Kotkin, book entitled It Collapsed: The Everyday History of 
the USSR and Russia in 1985-1999, Yegor Gaidar’s Collapse of An Empire and Lenin's Tomb 
by David Remnick.  



(9)
Part 1. Literature review  


This intersectional research work lies in a field of social and humanitarian sciences. It 
 is  focused  on  the  perception  of  the  recent  past,  so  the  concepts  of  collective  and  historical 
 memory are an important part of the research and its theoretical frame. The social and political 
 context of contemporary Russia is also taken into account  and described in this paper work. 


The following part collects, describes and analyzes the main concepts and context associated 
 with the research. 



1.1 The Studies of Memory in the Social and Human Sciences 


1.1.1 Collective and Historical Memory 


Memory  has  relatively  recently  become  a  subject  in  the  social  and  human  sciences. 


“Collective  memory”  plays  a  special  role  in  sociological  research.  The  problem  is  that  the 
 definition  of “memory”  is  very  flexible  and  its  boundaries  are  quite  blurred.  The  same 
 phenomenon is called “historical” or “collective” or “cultural memory” by different researchers 
 (Репина,  2003).  The  aim  of  this  chapter  is  to  describe  the  basic  concepts  used  in  memory 
 research and outline their theoretical framework.  


The French sociologist Maurice Halbwachs initiated a consistent and systematic study 
 of collective memory and the role of social context in memory. In his book Les cadres sociaux 
 de la mémoire, he says that memory has a social nature, and therefore an individual can recall 
 an  event  through  the  social  framework  of  memory.  Halbwachs  focuses  on  collective 
 consciousness and writes that society has certain resources to evoke necessary memories in the 
 mass consciousness. Halbwachs argues that collective memory is based on the experience of 
 an individual’s memory and personal consciousness, but it is not just a collection of individual 
 memories.  It  is  a  certain  social  superstructure  formed  on  the  basis  of  personal  memories, 
 experience,  consciousness  (Halbwachs,  1925).  Halbwachs  also  introduced  the  concept  of 


“collective memory” as a social construct: it is collectives and groups that, in his conception, 
 maintain  the  constituting  collective  memory  by  setting  and  reproducing  patterns  of 
 interpretation of events”. (Репина, 2003). 


Later,  Aleida  Assmann  identified  two  types  of memory:  Ars  и  Vis.  These  forms  of 
memory are often mentioned in a literary context. Memory as Ars is the memory that must be 
repeated and transferred without change, while memory as Vis implies a form of memory that 
is distorted over time, partially forgotten, and that changes. Working with different forms of 
memory, Aleida Assmann criticized the general term “collective memory” for its ambiguity. 



(10)She suggested using the terms “social memory,” “political memory” or “national memory” 


(Assmann, 2011).  


Her husband, Jan Assmann, also studied memory types. He relied on the definition of 


“collective  memory” by  Halbwachs  but  went  on  to  propose  dividing  it  into  two  types: 


communicative and cultural memory  (Assmann, 2011). Communicative memory is formed 
 throughout life and covers a period of approximately 80-100 years.  The bearer of this type of 
 memory  shares  it  with  his  contemporaries.  A  loosely  formalized  communicative  memory 
 always relies on social interaction, direct experience, and oral storytelling. On the other hand, 


“cultural memory is a form of collective memory in that a number of people share cultural 
 memory and in that it conveys to them a collective (i.e. cultural) identity” (Assmann, 2011). 


Cultural memory is reproduced and passed on in rituals, ceremonies; it shapes myths. And it 
 does not assume that the bearer remembers and actually witnessed the events that shaped this 
 memory.   It  is  carried  by  “specialists”:  priests,  scientists,  teachers,  artists,  writers,  etc. 


(Assmann, 2011). 


The concept of “symbol” in memory research 


The next step after Halbwachs in the study of memory is connected with the emergence 
 of the term “place of memory”, introduced by the historian Pierre Nora. By “places of memory” 


he meant places capable of preserving or evoking collective memories. The places of memory 
 can be not only geographical places or buildings but also books, songs and archives. It can be 
 anything that has a “symbolic aura” and allows society to form an idea of itself and its history 
 (Нора, 2005). This is how the concept of “symbol” is established in memory studies.  


The “symbol” plays a special role in the study of memory. The philosopher Jeffrey 
 Andrew Barash suggests that collective memory has two ways. The first  one is to disappear 
 when those who remember die. The second one is to hold on and anchor when the symbol is 
 fixed  (Barash,  2010). According  to  Barash,  the  second  happens  when  there  is  a  “symbolic 
 embodiment”: 


“If  imagination  accompanies  the  activity  of  remembrance  it  is  a  fortiori  an  essential 
 moment in the symbolic embodiment of collective memory… It is the thickness of its many 
 stratifications  that  symbolic  embodiment  confers  on  collective  memory  a  perdurability 
 extending well beyond the lives of those who directly experience a moment in its ongoing and 
 changing articulation” (Barash, 2016).  


Barash also  claims,  that  “collective  memory  is  rooted  in  a  many-layered  web  of 
interwoven  shared  symbolic  structures  that  orient  Spatio-temporal  awareness  and  the 
conceptual logic it deploys”.



(11)It should be noted that Barash (and others) uses the term “symbolic” when referring to 
 specific events and phenomena. Therefore, in order to study the fall of the USSR and the 1990s 
 and work with the “memory of that time,” it is important to discuss specific phenomena and 
 events with responders and to move away from the general discussion of the ten-year period. 


Since the concept of “collective memory” is still controversial and research on it is 
 interdisciplinary,  there  is  currently  no  single  correct  or  exhaustive  definition  of  “collective 
 memory.” However, within the framework of this research, the definition formulated by Anna 
 Sorokina as part of her dissertation on “Political Nostalgia Syndrome in Russian Students” 


seems  most  appropriate.  Sorokina  describes  collective  memory  as  a  discrete-continuous 
 complex of group representations and cognitive actions on the micro-, macro- and mega-level 
 of  the  system  of  social  relations.  These  notions  and  actions  are  aimed  at  the  semantic 
 reconstruction of the historical past in order to actualize it in the conditions of the emerging 
 social and political present. (Сорокина, 2015) 


The  notion  of  “collective  memory”  is  often  closely  associated  with  and  sometimes 
 replaced by “historical memory.” In order to describe these distinctions and commonalities, 
 let’s turn to Anna Sorokina’s thesis work. Sorokina writes that Halbwachs distinguishes these 
 concepts  into  “lived  collective  memory”  and  “written  history,”  which  forms  the  basis  for 
 historical memory.  


Here  are  some  important  points  that  Sorokina  highlights  when  analyzing  memory 
 classification by Halbwachs: 


• History is always an ordered and discrete structure of events, while memory does not 
 have a strict structure and does not fit within a strict framework.  


• History  is  mostly  about the  past,  while  collective  memory  is  always  linked  to the 
 present and is very dynamic.  


• History  is  universal  and unified,  whereas  collective  memory  is  the  sum  of several 
 collective memories. 


• History may go centuries back, while collective memory does not extend beyond the 
 group that preserves it.  


Concluding the analysis of the use of the concept of “memory” in social and cultural 
research, it seems important to mention the concept of individual memory. In this research 
this  concept  is  touched  very  briefly,  but  the  already  mentioned  work  of  A.  Repina  contains 
several important theses about the representativeness of individual memory and its importance 
in  the  formation  of  opinion.  For  example,  A.  Repina  says  that  individual  memory  includes 
personal, social,  cultural,  and historical levels. In addition to one’s own life experience, it 



(12)implies  social  inclusion,  transformation  of  someone  else’s  experience  into  one’s  own, 
 involvement in rather remote events. “Oral family chronicles,” stories of elders about the family 
 past are of great importance for a person and for the formation of their ideas about the history 
 and environment. Such stories form the individual memory complementing it with second-order 
 memories in the same extent as directly experienced events (Репина, 2003).  


Repina draws attention to the fact that such family chronicles are usually regarded as 
 the basis of family identity, but on a personal level, these occasionally or regularly revoked 
 family  memories  are  verbally  experienced, appropriated; they  become  as  an  inseparable 
 component of the individual consciousness (Репина, 2003). The exploring of the role of family 
 and  family  chronicles,  and  the  way  it  shapes  the  historical  picture  of  the  respondents  is 
 presented in the empirical part of the study. 


1.1.2 Features of Collective (and Historical) Memory in Russia 


All countries and their inhabitants have their own history, experience and memory. Let’s 
 consider the characteristics that are distinguished by researchers studying the phenomenon of 
 collective memory in  Russia. The  anthropologist  James Wertsch in  his work Blank Spots in 
 Collective  Memory:  A  Case  Study  of  Russia  describes  the mechanism  (or  the  scheme) 
 according  to  which  many  collective  memories  of  Russians  are  formed,  through  official 
 narratives and history textbooks (Wertsch, 2008): 


• Russia is a peaceful neighbor, which does not interfere in the affairs of other states; 


• The enemies are attacking Russia without warning;  


• Russia  is  nearly  defeated,  and  foreign  enemies  are  trying  to  destroy  Russia  as  a 
 civilization;  


• Despite all the difficulties, thanks to  the  heroism of the citizens, it is  possible to 
 expel “foreign enemies” from Russia and thus confirm its status as a great power. 


These  memories  serve  as  an  element  of  national  identity  formation.  Analyzing  the  work  of 
Wertsch, the analyst and historian A. Kolesnikov writes that the presence of the “Other”, the 
invader, the attacker is an important element in the historical identification of Russians “by 
contradiction.” He attributes the choice of this form of historical identification to “the legacy 
of  Soviet  defense-militarist  consciousness  which  served  as  a  supporting  structure  of  Soviet 
power throughout the decades of its existence” (Колесников, 2020). 



(13)The Russian researcher  Ilya Morozov in  his  article Historical Memory as a Political 
 Category in Modern Russia (2020) has formulated several characteristics of modern Russian 
 historical memory: 


• The dominance of the model of perception of Russian history as the history of the 
 Russian state (ethnically Russian, Orthodox). 


• The short duration of the geopolitical image of the enemy nations with whom there 
 have  been  conflicts  in  the  past  (I.  Morozov  argues  that  at  present  there  is  no 
 widespread dislike for the Swedes, French, Turks, Japanese, or Germans). 


• Presence  of  post-imperial “traumatic syndrome” caused by “the  loss  of  a  world-
 leading great power (USSR)” and the change of geopolitical orientation of Eastern 
 European countries. 


• The tendency towards historical personification of the image of the supreme power, 
 connecting it with a specific figure of the leader. 


• Basing information policy on the sacralization of the image of the Victory and the 
 history of World War II (the Great Patriotic War) in general. 


• The  emergence  of  historical  myths  due  to  the  desire  to  “embellish”  historical 
 reality, to treat it as sacred and infallible; according to I. Morozov, such myths can 
 be stable for a certain period of time, but collapse at a later time. 


• Territorial imperative: the historical memory of the Russian people is less oriented 
 towards the territorial imperative, in contrast to the political elite. 


It  is  important  to  remember,  that  this  list  of  characteristics  is  neither  exhaustive,  nor 
 implicit. However, it is curios, is some of this characteristics are applicable to the responders 
 of this research. It is also possible, that some other characteristics would be found and listed.  


1.1.3 The Concept of “Nostalgia”


The  concept  of  “nostalgia”  seems  also  important  in  the  study  of  the  recent  history’ 


perception. The term “nostalgia” was first introduced in 1688. Doctor Johannes Hofer used it 
 to  describe  a  mental  illness  among  soldiers,  “severe  homesickness.”  For  two  centuries, 
 nostalgia  was  perceived  as  an  illness  or  a  form  of  mental  disorder  that  was  treated  with 
 medication.  However,  in  the  middle  of  the  20th  century,  the  attitude  to  the  term  and  to  the 
 phenomenon of nostalgia itself was reconsidered. 


Two devastating wars that affected the whole world, followed by spontaneous migration 
and huge flows of refugees led to the situation where longing for a destroyed house, a city or a 
whole  state  “became  widespread  turning  from  an  individual  symptom  into  a  collective 



(14)phenomenon” (Kusimova, Shmidt, 2016). The scientific and sociological study of nostalgia as 
 a  collective  phenomenon  begins  with  the  work Yearning  for  Yesterday:  A  Sociology  of 
 Nostalgia by Fred Davis. Davis conceptualizes nostalgia as a process that describes not only 
 the  experiences  of  an  individual  but  also  the  entire  social  group.  In  fact,  Davis’  study  of 
 nostalgia is closely linked to the notion of collective memory (Davis, 1979). In the 20th century, 
 nostalgia receives not only a spatial (longing for a home, a certain place) but also a temporal 
 dimension. (Абрамов, 2012; Boym, 2002)  People not only long for places they left behind but 
 also for certain periods. Such longing for the past time is determined by the unattainability of 
 the object  of nostalgia:  neither the period  of life nor the historical  epoch can be lived again 
 (Kusimova, Shmidt, 2016). 


The researchers Kusimova and Schmidt in their article Nostalgic Consumption, argue 
 that the very idea of nostalgia carries a contradiction between “how it was then”and “how it is 
 now.”  Kusimova and Schmidt use the concept of “nostalgic myth” and define it as an idealized 
 image of the past that emerges by negating the present. Further, they refer to the idea of Svetlana 
 Boym,  one  of  the  leading  researchers  of  nostalgia  in  modern  science,  about  two  types  of 
 nostalgia: restorative and reflexive (Boym, 2002). “Restorative” nostalgia is nostalgia based on 
 regret for the changes that have occurred, it involves a desire to return to the past, to restore it 
 partially or completely. (It is this type of nostalgia that Boym links to the constant search for a 
 mythical enemy, belief in conspiracy theory, etc.). “Reflexive” nostalgia implies longing or 
 dreaming of the past times while realizing that it is impossible to return them (Boym 2001).  


1.1.4 Post-Soviet Nostalgia in Modern Russia 


The  fact  that  nostalgia  for  the  Soviet  past  in  modern  Russia  is  relevant  and  real  is 
 reflected in numerous ways, ranging from statistics and public opinion polls, which were briefly 
 mentioned  in  the  introduction  to  this  study,  to  the  growing  popularity  of  Soviet  symbols  in 
 marketing and advertising (Kusimova, Shmidt, 2016). Below there are several characteristics 
 of nostalgia for the Soviet and communist past in modern Russia.  


Images of the past are actively used not only in advertising of food and public places 
but also in the media. In the article The Time and Space of Nostalgia (2012), R. Abramov argues 
that nostalgia for the USSR is not only a fashion trend and a social and cultural phenomenon 
but also “an effective tool for political propaganda and winning the support of voters.” He 
suggests that the demand for “Soviet” products stimulated the making of documentaries and 
fiction films showing a “sugar-coated version of the past.” (Абрамов, 2012)  Thus,  we  can 



(15)assume  that  nostalgia  is  to  a  certain  extent  stimulated  by  representatives  of  the  current 
 government at various levels. 


Interestingly,  however,  later  studies  of  nostalgia  interpret  longing  for  the  past  as  an 
 expression of dissatisfaction with the present (including the current political system). Kasamara 
 and Sorokina in their article The Image of the USSR and Modern Russia in the Perceptions of 
 Student Youth, show that 36% of their respondents believe that the Soviet political system is 
 better than the present one. Only 17% of students-responders indicate that the current political 
 system is more successful. On the basis of this data, they conclude that “for the relative majority 
 of young Russians, the ideal of social structure is in the past”. In such a case, perhaps nostalgia 
 for the Soviet system is not due to the fact that it was good or seems to be good. Rather, the 
 reason is that the modern system is bad. (Kasamara, Sorokina 2014) It is also fundamentally 
 important to take into account that this is the opinion of young people who never lived in the 
 USSR. However, it is stated in the Sorokina and Kasamara paper, that they provided qualitative 
 research,  not  quantitative,  so  it  could  not  be  representative,  and  there  is  a  big  chance  that 
 responders of  the current research have different opinions and attitude. 


One of Levada-Center studies on nostalgia for the USSR identified the main reasons why 
 Russians miss the USSR. They were the destruction of a unified economic system (52%), the loss 
 of a sense of belonging to a great power (36%), and the growth of mutual distrust and hostility 
 (31%) (Левада-центр, 2017). The sociologist Karina Pipia, who conducted this and other studies 
 of  attitudes  to  the  USSR,  argues  that  the  tendency  for  increased  nostalgia  for  the  USSR  is 
 becoming more and more noticeable (Пипия, 2018). 


A study by Natalia Zorkaya in 2007 revealed another important reason for nostalgia and 
 regret over the collapse of the Soviet Union. It is a firm belief that the collapse of the USSR 
 could (and should) have been avoided:  


“For at least the last decade, the proportion of those who believed that the collapse of 
the Union could be avoided prevailed over the share of those who thought it to be inevitable 
(about 2:1). The idea that there was no use in “Gaidar's reforms”, privatization, the collapse 
of the USSR, the collapse of the socialist camp or perestroika and that these events could and 
should have been avoided is popular and stable. It “naturally” brings us back to the search for 
enemies of the people that fell victim to these changes. First, such enemies are found inside the 
country  (Gorbachev,  Yeltsin,  mafia,  criminals,  cooperators,  oligarchs,  democrats).  As  the 
country adapts to the new social and political framework of existence, people start looking for 
external enemies.” (Зоркая, 2007) 



(16)Interestingly, young people themselves explain their longing for the USSR by the fact 
 that a unifying idea is especially important to them and that it’s hard for them to grow up without 
 ideals. They envy their grandparents, who were little octobrists and young pioneers and knew 
 exactly what they had to do in order to build a “bright future” (Касамара, Сорокина, 2014). 


In  the  article Nostalgia  for  the  Past,  What  Lessons  Young  People  Could  Learn  and 
 Actually Learned (Зоркая, 2007), Natalia Zorkaya argues that the fundamental ideas of modern 
 youth are not too different from those of previous generations, which researchers usually unite 
 under the notion “homo sovieticus.” The term “homo sovieticus” appeared and was established 
 as early as in the 30s of the 20thcentury, and it signified the “new soviet man.” This concept of 
 the new man encompassed both the classical Marxist image of the victorious proletariat and the 
 idea of a special destiny of the Russian people. However, in  the 80s the meaning  of the term 
 changed  and  became  sarcastic  as  it  captured  all  the  main  negative  traits  of  the  Soviet  citizen 
 (ГестваК., 2013). In 1989-1991, Yuri Levada with a group of sociologists created a sociogram 
 of “a Soviet Person” on the basis of a questionnaire with more than 100 questions. The questions 
 in this questionnaire addressed attitudes to work, family, religion, love, violence, politics, future, 
 etc. Levada-Center continues this tradition of research to this day and publishes the results of 
 various studies related to values, opinions and memories in the section “a Soviet Person.” 


In an interview for the Vedomosti newspaper, Lev Gudkov (2016), the head of the Levada 
 Center, outlined the main traits of “homo sovieticus”: 


“The Soviet person genetically belongs to the society of mobilization type. Having gone 
 through purges, collectivization, war and mass repression, an acute ideological crisis in the post-
 Stalin years, a soviet person grew old by the time of the Brezhnev stagnation. Having lost the 
 remnants of the communist faith after many attempts to reform socialism, he replaced them with 
 archaic  nationalism  and  external  “orthodoxy,”  which  is  rather  magical  than  evangelical. 


Chronic deficits, poverty, boredom, followed by anxiety over various threats to own life, or the 
 life of their loved ones, were the reasons why this person was most concerned about physical 
 survival.”


It appears that young people, even though they did not experience Soviet times, continue 
to reproduce “Soviet” values in post-Soviet Russia. Zorkaya also suggests that “the strengthening 
of  regrets  about  the  collapse,  romanticization  of  everything  Soviet,  especially  among  young 
people, who do not know the history that well, may lead to a reassessment or rehabilitation of 
previously consensual or unacceptable topics in post-Soviet Russia: the justification of Stalin’s 



(17)repressions, the rewriting of history, the complete devaluation of democratic transformations of 
 the 1990s, etc.” (Зоркая, 2007). 


Among  other  factors  spurring  nostalgia,  sociologists  point  out  the  recent  (2018) 
 retirement-age increase (“because of the retirement reform, people began to idealize again the 
 country  where  they  retired  early  and  could  somehow  live  with  this  money”)  as  well  as 
 deteriorating relations with Ukraine (“...realized that Ukraine will not return, and if it does not, 
 then others will not either”). According to the sociologist Zorkaya, “the collapse of the Soviet 
 empire is still present in the mass consciousness as a collective trauma of identity, which was 
 not comprehended, lived, or addressed  at the level of society and its institutions,” and this 
 unaddressed trauma is transmitted and reproduced in new generations. 


In  this  chapter  the  main  characteristics  of  the  concept  of  "collective"  and  "historical 
 memory" were viewed and analyzed. During the empirical part of the research mainly would 
 be used the “collective memory” concept, that was determent by Maurice Halbwachs. It seems 
 the  most  relevant  when  studying  recent  history  perception.  Although  the  definition  of 


“historical  memory”  also  could  be  used  when  study  opinions  on  the  USSR  in  general.


Furthermore, based on the studied literature, it can be argued that in this work, the interest of 
the study is related to "communicative memory" (according to J. Assmann), since the period of 
interest does not go beyond the time frame of 80-100 years. The phenomenon of nostalgia is 
also an important part of this research, as would be described later.  
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1.2 Theoretical Analysis of the Perception of History and Its  Mythologization in Russia


The topic of historical memory and its peculiarity in Russia was already addressed. In 
 this part of the study, has an aim to present  further elaboration and analysis of how modern 
 Russians perceive history in general and recent history in particular, how and why historical 
 myths are formed, and what role the state has in this process. This chapter also describes recent 
 studies about public opinion on the 1990s.  


1.2.1 History in the Minds of Russians 


There  are  two  channels  for  dissemination  and  reproduction  of  historical  perceptions: 


formal (through school education, mass media, propaganda, state ceremonies, political work in 
 the army, authorities, commemoration, etc.) and informal, or interpersonal (includes network 
 channels  for obtaining alternative or additional ideas and knowledge about  the past,  such as 
 family perceptions, discussions at work, common myths, etc.) (Гудков, 2007).  


The  second  (informal)  channel  for  reproducing  ideas  about  the  history  of  the  past  is 
 closely  linked  to  collective  memory.  In  his  book The  Past  is  a  Foreign  Country,  American 
 historian David Lowenthal writes that in real everyday life a person encounters history through 
 the stories of others (stories told by a spouse, conversations with colleagues or neighbors, etc.) 
 and most of what is heard is stored in memory and perceived as authentic and true. Only when 
 contradictions are found in the disparate evidence, or when the evidence is too improbable, do 
 serious  doubts  arise  as  to  its  credibility.  This  is  the  only  way  when “preserved  authentic 
 memories” are subject to analysis and historical criticism by an individual (Lowanthal, 1985). 


Thus, in everyday life, an average person (the one who is not engaged professionally in history 
 or  is  not  accustomed  to  perceive  information  critically)  often  finds  it  difficult  to  separate 
 historical facts from their own memories and retold stories. 


Modern channels and practices for reproduction of historical ideas are mostly similar to 
 the  Soviet  ones  and  are  largely  based  on  them.  (Левада-центр,  2000-2020)  Therefore,  it  is 
 important  to  highlight  some  characteristics  of  the  Soviet  perception  of  history,  or  more 
 precisely, the peculiarities of its teaching. In a major report Time and History in the Minds of 
 Russians, sociologist Lev Gudkov makes a point that the Soviet school history textbook “in the 
 strict sense was not a history textbook, but an illustration of five socio-economic formations of 
 the historical materialism (five socio-economic formations are: the primitive type of society; 


slavery; feudalism; capitalism; and communism; author’s note), based on historic materials and 
aimed at cultivating the concept of strong regularity and determinism of the past as preceding 
the events happening in the present” (Гудков, 2010). Gudkov writes that historical education 



(19)in  the  Soviet  school  only “embellished  the  mythological  structures  of  mass  consciousness,” 


asserting heroic stereotypes about the leaders of the Bolshevik state. 


With  the  beginning  of  Perestroika,  the  concept  of  history  and  historical  truth  in  the 
 USSR began to change: archives got opened, previously forbidden books were printed and sold. 


However, this did  not last long,  and the public  sentiments  quickly changed to “fatigue from 
 criticizing the Soviet past and digging into it” (Зоркая, 2007). The post-Soviet (new Russian) 
 mass media quickly responded to these changes in public opinion, gradually replacing critical 
 and “complex” matters and reports with “entertainment talk shows and TV series”. Sociologist 
 Zorkaya writes that that “short period of liberal-democratic enlightenment, which only outlined 
 the painful nodes and points of Soviet history and Soviet society, soon exhausted its potential. 


There was clearly not enough time to understand and analyze the problems that people faced 
 due to the collapse of the Soviet economic and political system” (Зоркая, 2007). The economic 
 plight of the majority of the Russians exacerbated “the matter of historical truth,” people worn 
 by the severity of the present proved to be unprepared to perceive and go through “the negative 
 patterns of the past.” (Remnick, 1993).  


Feeling these sentiments, “the new media cultural  establishment,  in  conjunction  and 
 contact  with  the  government, initiates  work  to  create  a  positive  image  of  the  Soviet  past, 
 bringing  such  simple,  innocent  and  common  things  as  old  songs,  old  movies  and  favorite 
 characters back to life. As a result, instead of understanding its past, society calmed down with 
 its  seemingly  innocent  stylizations.”  N.  Zorkaya  called  this  phenomenon “an  escape  from 
 history.”


1.2.2 Contemporary “Status” of History 


In  the  already  mentioned  report Time  and  History  in  the  Minds  of  Russians  (2007) 
 published in The Russian Public Opinion Herald, Lev Gudkov (Гудков, 2010) closely analyzes 
 and describes how the historical consciousness of Russians is organized. The main points from 
 the report are listed below: 


•  more than half of Russians (from 50 to 64%) do not have a systematic understanding of 
 history  and  the  general  flow  of  time (according  to  previous  Gudkov’s  quantitative 
 reseearches); 


•  mass  consciousness  does  not  retain  5+  years  old  events  in  its “operational  memory,”
 unless they are fixed in educational institutions, propaganda, social ceremonies, etc.; 


•  historical consciousness represents a set of separate pieces of information and symbols, 
 stereotypes, myths, and patterns of interpretation; 


(According  to  Gudkov,  this  is  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  unified  Soviet  system  of 



(20)propaganda and totalitarian institutions that impose unity of perception and evaluation of 
 the  past  on  the  population  has  partially  collapsed,  but  another  one  has  not  emerged. 


Meanwhile, “there is no effective school system that can support and reproduce common 
 value-based  principles  of  understanding  national  or  world  history,  without  requiring 
 young people to be faithful in the interpretation of facts and processes” in Russia.) 


•  there are no mechanisms for systematic study, analisys and reflection of history in Russia; 


•  approximately 70% of Russians believe that there is no objective historical truth; Gudkov 
 blames the Soviet school and propaganda for this level of relativism (and “cynicism”) in 
 Russian society. 


Some  of  these  points  do  sound  quite  dramatic,  maybe  even  over-dramatic.  For 
 example a statement that “more than half of Russians do not have a systematic understanding 
 of history” is a very strong statement, and it is not very clear from what data and sources such 
 a serious conclusion was obtained. So it is important to keep critical approach while using this 
 information.  Although  these  characteristics  of  history  perception  in  Russia  are  helpful  with 
 shaping the understanding and analysis of attitude and opinion formation of young Russians.  


Gudkov describes the position and role of mass media in this process as conveying a 
 mediocre and unilateral picture of the past based on the power structure of history. “Mass media 
 neutralize, remove the value-based aspects of history, giving a cold and rather official version 
 of the past... the dependence of mass media on the authorities turns the process of reflection on 
 what is happening into a process of babbling and forgetting, putting the most important aspects 
 of  relevance  on  the  sidelines  and,  on  the  contrary,  preserving  the  most  primitive  and 
 conservative  myths  and  stereotypes  of  understanding  events”  (Гудков,  2010).  According  to 
 analyst  and  historian  A.  Kolesnikov,  knowledge  about  history  has  become  more  simplified 
 recently,  and  is  being  replaced  by “poster-level  propaganda  myths”;  idealized  rhetoric  and 
 distorted  versions  of  the  important  historical  events  have  returned  to  mass  media.  As  an 
 example,  Kolesnikov  cites  the  reemergence  and  restoration  of  the  myth  of  German 
 responsibility for the shooting of Polish officers in Katyn (Колесников, 2020). 


Concurrently,  Russian  history  lessons  in school  (being  the  main  formal  channel  for 
shaping historical ideas) are interpreted as the national history of Russian (ethnically Russian, 
Orthodox)  subjects,  basing  on  the  results  of  the  Levada-Center’s  research.  Thereby,  entire 
periods and thematic sections are omitted, the history of certain territories is not taught, and 
most importantly, what Gudkov notes, there is no need to know and understand the complexity 
of  the  impetus  of  historical  personalities,  their  interaction,  and  accept  the  idea  of 
multidimensionality  as  reality.  Another  peculiarity  is  that  simultaneously  there  are  no 



(21)alternative interpretations or channels for assessment in relation to the remote historical events 
 (World War I, Civil war). Gudkov also writes that teaching history at school is characterized 
 by  the  manner  of  cultivating  a  great  legend  told  by  the  authorities,  which  has  an  extremely 
 negative impact on the interest of young people in the past and “obliterates the personalized 
 sense of history” (Гудков, 2010). 


1.2.3 Historical Consciousness of the Young Generation 


There are yet not many researches that are focused specifically on how young people 
 perceive history, but several important facts have been discovered in more general research on 
 public  opinion.  It  is  essential  to  note  that  the  new  generations  born  at  the  beginning  of 
 Perestroika or after the collapse of the USSR “were deprived of tools for reproduction collective 
 memory and experience of the past,” because the teachers themselves were mostly disoriented 
 or  unable  to  understand  the  events  coherently  and  then  explain  them  to  the  students.  This 
 resulted  in  the  fact  that  the  teaching  of  recent  history  for  new  generations,  in  fact,  was 
 interrupted (Гудков, 2010). 


Mass surveys also demonstrate that not all the knowledge of young people about the 
 history of their country is acquired at school. For example, the main source of knowledge about 
 the Stalinist era was not the school, and not the family, but mass media, “and for the majority 
 of the surveyed youth (born in 1976-1989), this was mass media and Russian cinematography 
 (apparently, first of all TV series) circa the 1990s — early 2000s.” (Зоркая, 2007). 


When discussing the image of the Soviet Union, the majority of young people think of 
 its  late “Brezhnev  period,”  describing  it  as  positive  and  peaceful  (Гудков, Дубин, Зоркая, 
 2011). Researchers claim that this image is based on the stories of parents who grew up at that 
 time.  Moreover,  surveys  also  show  that  young  people  far  less  frequently  discuss  the  Soviet 
 times  with  their  grandparents.  Researchers  attribute  this  fact  to  the  lack  of  a  deep “family 
 memory” of Stalinist repressions (Гудков, Дубин, Зоркая, 2011). 


Students  do  not  have  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  Soviet  time.  Researcher 
I.V. Glushchenko conducted a study in a form of essays about everyday life in the Soviet Union 
among  students  born  in  1991.  The  results  show  that  the  ideas  of  youth  about  the  USSR  are 
similar  to  a “mosaic”  consisting,  first  of  all,  of  common  cliches  (increased  educational 
scholarship, trade union vouchers, carpets, etc.). Among the main sources that provide young 
people  with  ideas  about  the  USSR,  Glushchenko  singles  out  stories  of  relatives,  television 
shows, and items of the Soviet time surrounding them in everyday life (Глущенко, 2012). 



(22)1.2.4 Sociological data about Russian Youth’ opinion on the 1990s 


As for the ideas of young Russians directly about the collapse of the Soviet Union and 
 the 90s, due to several quantitative sociological surveys (ФОМ, 2015; Левада-центр, 2013; 


Левада-центр,  2015; Левада-центр,  2020),  it  is  possible  now  to  describe  some  of  its 
 characteristics: 


• According to  the Levada Center, 40% of young  Russian  people cannot  meaningfully 
 define what the 1991 August Coup is and formulate their attitude towards it. For them, 
 sociologists say, this event becomes some kind of historical “legend” 


• 36%  of  young  Russians  believe  that  the  August  Coup  is  "a  tragic  event  that  had 
 disastrous consequences for the country and the people" 


• According to the Public Opinion Foundation (2015), 49% of Russian youth believe that 
 modern Russian society is more fair than it was in the 90s. And 45% believe that young 
 people had fewer opportunities and chances to achieve success in life in the 90s than in 
 modern Russia. 


• At the same time, 40% of young people think that this period of history was a good time 
 for their family, and 37% think that it was bad. This data shows quite a "separation" in 
 the  young  part  of  society  in  their  perception  of  the  90s.  It  is  also  worth  noting  that 
 according to the FOM, young people have more “positive” ideas about the 90s than all 
 other age groups. 


• The  majority  (59%)  of  young  people  considers  the  level  of  safety  in  the  90s  as  low. 


Although according to 13%, the level of security in Russia is now the same as it was in 
 the 90s. 


• 44% of young Russians believe that  Russia's “international standing” was worse in the 
 90s than it is now. And Boris Yeltsin, according to 56% of young people, did more harm 
 than good for Russia. 


• According to the most recent polls provided by the Levada Center (2020), 53% of young 
 people think that the 90s brought to the country more bad than good. Among other age 
 groups, the percentages are even higher. 


This data is interesting, although it is difficult to draw detailed meaningful conclusions 
from it. However, it would be definitely useful for the empirical part of this  diploma 
research  work,  as  that  it  could  be  used  to  formulate  research  assumptions.  While 
conducting in-depth interviews, it is interesting to learn more about what is behind that 
opinions of young Russians. 



(23)1.2.5 The Role of the State in Shaping the Perception of History and Modern Historical 
 Policy of Russia 


Since it is the historical policy of the state that determines the mass consciousness, it is 
 essential to mention the role of the state in shaping the historical narrative in order to ensure 
 full understanding of the situation in which “history finds itself” in Russia. (Колесников, 2020) 
 The “historical policy” of modern Russia is similar to the historical policy of the USSR 
 that preceded it. The system of power that emerged as a result of the reorganization of the Soviet 
 system did not change the basic attitudes of an average person. In modern Russia, the work and 
 functions of “historical material” are determined by the geopolitical objectives, the protection 
 of territorial integrity (or expansion of territories), as well as the need to socialize the younger 
 generation and preserve the anthropological unity of the “national man,” the interpretation of 
 knowledge in a unified form and spirit (Гудков, 2007). 


According to political analysts, since the middle of the 2010s the Russian state historical 
 policy and, as its part, the politics of memory have become more “aggressive and offensive.” It 
 involves the refusal to discuss “controversial issues of history,” and is significantly different 
 from  other  countries  because  of “the  high  degree  of  politicization  and  mythologization  of 
 historical events.”


Among political analysts specializing in modern Russian politics, there is an opinion 
 that “in  personalized  Russian  politics,  the  influence  of  the  first  person—President  Vladimir 
 Putin—is crucial. He is the central historian and it is him who mainly interprets history. The 
 main source of messages on the interpretation of history, coming from the very top of the socio-
 political  hierarchy  is  Putin’s  participation  in  the  ceremonies  of  commemoration  and 
 mythologization  of  history,  such  as,  the  Victory  Parade,  the  processions  of    The  Immortal 
 Regiment,  meetings  with  a  historical  agenda  (for  example, Victory  organizing  committee)” 


(Колесников, 2020). Besides, according to A. Kolesnikov, the historical ideas of an average 
 Russian basically constitute the historical consciousness of the first person of the state. The role 
 of Vladimir Putin in  shaping  the historical  perceptions of Russians is  not the subject  of this 
 study, thus it is unnecessary to delve into further analysis, though mentioning such a point and 
 the view of an analyst seems to be relevant and necessary for further work. 


1.2.6 Myths and Mythologization of the Modern History of Russia 


We have already referred to the concepts of “myths in history” and “mythologization”
several  times.  At  this  point,  it  is  essential  to  focus  on  defining  them  and  listing  the 
distinguishing  features,  as  well  as  describing  some  of  the  peculiarities  of  Russian  historical 
myths. 



(24)Myths are the original, most primitive form of perception and representation of the past 
 (Репина, 2003), as well as the most stable component of modern mass consciousness. (Зубок, 
 2016) With the development of societies, myth becomes replaced by historical science, but it 
 has not completely overshadowed the previous (mythical) forms. This is attributed to the fact 
 that  “religion,  literature,  and  art  continue  to  play  a  significant  role  in  shaping  historical 
 consciousness (Репина, 2003),” which leads to the increasing role of myths and their gain in 
 popularity. 


The historical myth is a picture of the events of the past that is simplified, inaccurate, 
 but convenient for the mass consciousness to comprehend (Белов, 2018). This definition of the 


"myth" going to be primarily used in the research work. According to Belov, myth is, first of 
 all, much more attractive for mass audience than the scientific model of history. And, secondly, 
 the mythical version of events of the past is based not on abstract facts appealing to rational 
 consciousness, but on an emotionally charged and easily visualized set of symbols. It allows 
 the myth to effectively influence the mass consciousness, as well as ensures increased resistance 
 to criticism. Belov notes that historical myth is considerably similar to quasi-religions, because 
 it provides its bearers with  faith rather than knowledge. This  is  why  attempts to  debunk the 
 historical myth with facts and scientific means often fail to succeed. 


It is worth mentioning that in his book The Time of Change: The Researcher’s Stance, 
 sociologist Yuri Levada, who was working on the issue of historical consciousness for many 
 years, states that “the function of science is not to debunk legends, but to explain the public 
 needs  that  led  to  the  formation  and  domination  of  these  particular  products  of  mythological 
 consciousness, in the analysis of conditions that lead or may lead to a reassessment of myths” 


(Левада,  2016).  Therefore,  in  this  study,  was  conducted  an  attempt  to  understand  what 
 underlies the myths about the collapse of the USSR and about the 1990s in Russia. 


Speaking  about  the  influence  of myths on history and shaping of people’s historical 
 ideas, it is worth noting that according to some historians, there is a problem of shifting the 
 focus of attention and interest from facts to opinions in the modern world. It is publicistic text 
 and publicists that are gaining popularity, not scientific historical works (Зубок, 2016). This 
 also contributes to the expansion and strengthening of various historical myths. 


It is interesting that not only distant history, which direct witnesses are no longer alive, 
but  also  of  a  relatively  recent  one  (the  events  that  happened  20-30  years  ago)  is  subject  to 
mythologization. Many researchers (sociologists, political scientists, historians) write that the 
ideas about the history of the USSR and post-Soviet Russia are considerably mythologized or 
currently being mythologized (Гудков, 2010; Колесников, 2020; Левада, 2016; Малинова, 



(25)2019). 


While examining a large number of studies, it was discovered that myths are divided 
 into  two  groups:  specific  stories  (“the  myth  of  Panfilov’s  28  Guardsmen”)  and  general 
 aggregated  and  collective  images  (“criminals  in  crimson  jackets  in  the  1990s”  or “Gaidar 
 robbing the people”). It is necessary to note that the myths of the first group are typical of a 
 more distant historical period, while myths of the second group characterize the recent one, for 
 example, the period of Perestroika and the following 1990s. 


Speaking about the state of mass consciousness in Russia, let’s refer once again to Lev 
 Gudkov’s report on the history in the minds of Russians, in which he concludes that “modern 
 mass historical consciousness is  a set of separate information and symbols, stereotypes, 
 patterns of interpretation. In fact, it is a bunch of single events and interpretations, myths and 
 stereotypes of the past without any coherent interpretation and narration” (Гудков, 2010). 


The position of authorities also plays a certain role in the prevalence of historical myths. 


We  have  already  touched  upon  the  issue  of  the  state's “historical  policy,”  and  one  of  its 
 components  is  the  interaction  with  historical  myths.  In  general  terms,  we  can  state  that 
 representatives of modern government are more interested in maintaining “positive” historical 
 myths. In an interview with BBC, Lev Gudkov, the head of the Levada-Center, said that myths 
 (about  the war) were created simply  because this was the state policy of  historical  memory, 


“and no structure, no public organizations can compete with it. There is no public discussion 
 about this, so it does not go beyond this level of authority to other channels of reproduction of 
 historical knowledge itself” (Гудков, 2016). 


It is necessary to mention that the historical policy and attitude to “myths in history” are 
 not  concealed.  For example, in  2016, Russian Minister of  Education  Olga Vasilyeva (2016-
 2018) said that she considered the teaching of history subjective and that “history cannot do 
 without mythologization, because the people need heroes” (Интерфакс, 2016). The same year, 
 Minister of Culture Vladimir Medinskiy (Minister of Culture of the Russian Federation from 
 2012 to 2018) wrote an article responding to criticism of his dissertation on the objectivity of 
 history,  that  myths  and  legends  were  more  important  than  facts  and  that  they  formed  the 
 national identity of Russians (BBC, 2016). 


Russian  historians  and  political  scientists  speak  out  against  this  approach,  fearing  a 
historical policy that “deliberately cultivates pride for the bleached dark pages of history and 
atrocity of state power.” (Жарков, Колесников, Рубцов 2017) .In their report What  Past  is 
Needed for the Future of Russia, V. Zharkov, A. Kolesnikov and A. Rubtsov express the idea 
that  the  authors  and  performers  of  the  official  (state)  historical  discourse  legitimize  the 



(26)authoritarian  practices  of  the  current  political  regime  by  the  means  of  sacralization  of  state 
 power, reducing history to the deeds of tsars, leaders and generals, and referring to the people 
 as to “an expendable material of great history.”


1.2.7 Mythologization of the 1990s 


In addition to World War II (Great Patriotic War), the popular period of mythologizing 
 the history of the 20th century is the 1990s period. Having studied a range of sources, we have 
 come up with two kinds of mythologization of the 1990s: state and cultural. 


The  state  narrative,  and  the  mythologization  of  the  1990s  come  primarily  from  the 
 high-ranking officials. Olga Malinova, a professor of the HSE Department of Social Sciences, 
 has  examined  and  analyzed  numerous  statements  made  by  Vladimir  Putin  and  Dmitry 
 Medvedev about the 1990s and has come to several conclusions (Малинова, 2019): 


• The percentage of the negative statements made by Putin about the 1990s during all 
 periods of his presidency is considerably large and ranges from 43 to 48%, while the 
 positive ones account only for 11-18%. During the first presidential term, when Putin 
 was Yeltsin’s proximate successor, Vladimir Putin frequently spoke about the 1990’s 
 in  a  positive  way.  Nevertheless,  after  a  while, “having  secured  his  own  power,  he 
 became  more  confident  in  building  his  political  profile  in  contrast  to  the  1990’s, 
 insisting that the freedom and democracy of the 90’s were improper, not the ones that 
 were necessary.”


• During Vladimir Putin’s third presidential term, the number of comments in the “never 
 again” discourse has become even more considerable than in the previous one. “The 
 1990s remained a useful negative example for Putin. Going back to the 1990s was not 
 an option, it was necessary to avoid the recurrence at any cost. He often compared the 
 1990s with modern Ukraine.”


• The way Vladimir Putin uses the contrast of the modern time to the 90s can be divided 
into  three  types:  the  use  of symbolic  words,  especially  the  frequent  reference  to  the 
symbol of the modern “strong state” as opposed to the previous “weak state,” as well 
as to the symbol of “stability.” Malinova notes that this word was conveniently chosen 
at the beginning of the 2000s. Comparing with the turbulence of the transition period 
of the 1990s, the stability of the 2000s was perceived as an advantageous and positive 
characteristic. The second type is “populist” rhetoric and demonstration of concern for 
people in contrast to previous politicians from the 1990s. And the last one is the form 
of repeating the thesis that goes from speech to speech, from one interview to another. 



(27)“Putin  resorts  to  using  the  same  narrative  structures,  which  clearly  demonstrates  a 
 selective approach to the material.” 


• Dmitry Medvedev also quite frequently referred to the troubled 1990s to support the 
 idea about the positivity of the “present moment,” but was less critical: in 60% of cases 
 Medvedev spoke about the 1990s in a positive way. 


These types have been supplemented by another one in the recent years, namely, the 
 heroization  of  the  Russian  people,  who  went  through  the  hardships  of  the  1990s.  In  his 
 rhetoric, V. Putin almost equates the 1990s with wartime: 


“What  the  Russian  people  endured  in  the  1990’s  can  be  called  a feat.”  (В. Путин, 
 большаяпресс-конференция, 2019) 


“I hope that these calamitous years, the mid-1990s, and the most tragic year of 1995, 
 will never happen in our history again.” (ВоенноесовещаниевКазани, 2019) 


“Back  [in  the  90s]  we  could  have  dropped  into  the  abyss  of  a  large-scale  civil  war, 
 forfeited state unity and sovereignty and found ourselves on the periphery of world  politics. 


And only thanks to the exceptional patriotism, courage, extraordinary patience and diligence 
 of the Russian people and other peoples of Russia, our country was pushed away from this 
 dangerous  path.”  (Выступление В.  Путина в международном дискуссионном клубе


«Валдай», 2019) 


If  reliance is placed in the previously mentioned thesis of Andrey Kolesnikov, that “the 
 historical ideas of the average Russian basically constitute the historical consciousness of the 
 first person of the state,”  it is possible that the views of Russians about the 1990s are similar 
 to  the  views  of  V. Putin,  articulated  above.  It  would  be  interesting  to  come  across  identical 
 wording in the course of interviews with young people in Moscow, Kazan and Novosibirsk. 


According to liberal analysts, such “negative” rhetoric and constant criticism of the recent past 
are opted for to emphasize their own progress, even if “these achievements to a large extent are 
either rooted in the same 1990s, or based on oil prosperity.” (Назаров, Родионов 2012) The 
incumbent  government  officials  also  tend  to  blame  the  problems  of  modern  Russia  on  the 
1990s. For example, during Direct Line with Vladimir Putin in 2019, Vladimir Putin said that 
the debts of the 1990s hindered Russia’s development (Прямаялиния, 2019). Earlier in 2016, 
Putin  claimed  that “...in  the  mid-90s,  when  everyone  was  filled  with  promise  and  no  one 
fulfilled anything, we simply destroyed the economy, social sphere and budget process.” (РИА-
Новости, 2016). 



(28)Analyzing  the  current  policy  of  memory,  A. Kolesnikov  names  the  concept  of  the 


“dashing nineties” a collective imaginary trauma. According to Kolesnikov, the recovery from 
 the  absolute  chaos  that  followed “the  collapse  of  the  USSR”  plays  an  important  role  in 
 maintaining the legitimacy of modern power, including its status in the eyes of new generations: 


“Presenting the 1990s as a trauma, even for those generations who cannot remember 
 this time due to age, mind manipulators involve huge masses of people in the joint emotional 
 stress  of  this  trauma…  The  misrepresentation  of  the  1990s,  perceiving  them  as  a  time  of 
 humiliation  and  collapse,  penetrated  deeply  into  the  collective  unconscious  of  the  nation. 


Characteristics of the 1990s were preserved in the set expressions, such as, dashing, lawless. 


Young  generations  perceive  the  mythology  of  this  collective  imaginary  trauma  as  a  given”
 (Колесников, 2020). Author of the  research cannot  fully agree with  this statement, because 
 while  interviewing  different  young  people,  there  were  found  several  personal  stories,  that 
 showed that for some families 1990s were a bitter hard time and even the responders who were 
 kids at that moment, remember these though times themselves and talk about it very sensitively. 


It is hard to say if this experience  of the  responders and their families from 1990s could be 
 considered as trauma or not, but it seems quite  dismissive to use the word “imaginary”. 


In the course of the empirical part of this study, author attempts to find out exactly how 
 the younger generations perceive and reproduce (if they reproduce) the myths about the 90s. 


Various  emerging  works  of  art  and  culture  serve  as  examples  of  cultural 
 mythologization of the 1990s. This includes not only the usual movie format (фильм «Бык», 
 2019),  but  also  new  manifestations,  such  as  video  sketches  (actor  and  video  blogger  Anton 
 Lapenko  shoots  short  video  sketches  in  the  style  of  the  1990s;  his  Instagram  account 
 (Instagram-channel is followed by more than 4.5 million people) or festivals (Island of the 90s 
 festival  («Остров  90-х»,  held  by  Colta  publishing  house  in  2015  in  Gorky  Park).  We  can 
 attribute all these cultural manifestations to a part of the mythologization process due to the 
 active usage of visualized symbols that sometimes evoke strong emotions, simplifications, and 
 by display of a “popularized image of the epoch.”


When  researchers  study  myths  about  the  1990s,  they  often  imply  a  set  of  negative 
 images and complaints primarily addressed to the country’s leaders of the last decade of the 
 20th century. In 2012, Vladimir Nazarov and Kirill Rodionov created an anthology Myths about 
 the  90s:  Anatomy  of  a  Lie.  They  collected  and  tried  to  debunk  the  most  common “myths-
 complaints”  against  the  government  of  the  New  Russia,  and  in  particular,  to  Yegor  Gaidar. 


(http://myths.gaidarfund.ru/articles/1443/)  The  most  famous  of  them  are, perhaps,  the  myths 
about the despoliation of the people by the government of Gaidar (namely, the financial reform 



(29)and  the  loss  of  savings  deposited  in  the  saving  books), “the  1998  crisis  was  deliberately 
 arranged by Gaidar,” “Gaidar’s team intentionally chose burglarious way of privatization.” A 
 few more similar myths are addressed to Yeltsin, who “almost drank the country away,” and 
 Gorbachev, “who dismantled the USSR”. 


This  chapter  presented  the  main  characteristics  of  the  attitude  among  Russians  to  history  in 
general, and also    the opinions of young Russians about  the Soviet Union, its collapse and the 
following 1990s. There were some aspects of state historical policy described as well. All this is 
necessary in order to take into account the realities of modern Russia, when empirical research 
results are obtained. 
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Part 2. Research design and methodology  2.1. Purpose and research tasks 


The main purpose of this research is to define specifics and types of the attitude, the 
 opinion  of young Russians about the fall of the USSR and the 90s, to describe specifics of their 
 recent history’ perception and also to determine what forms it. 


In order to achieve this purpose, it was necessary to find the answers to the following 
 research tasks: 


Task 1. To complete groups of images and ideas about the collapse of the USSR 
 and the 1990s. 


To accomplish this task, we attempted to describe what the responders think about this 
 period of time, group and organize these views. 


When creating groups of images, we were focused on what symbols are present in the 
 replies  of  responders.  We  know  that  what  is  symbolic  in  collective  memory  is  transmitted 
 through the memory of events (Barash, 2016), so among other things we have asked, among 
 other things, about specific events (e.g. Did your parents tell you about how the collapse of the 
 Soviet Union happened or how did they found out about it?). We also looked for those events 
 that form collective memory of the collapse of the Soviet Union and the 1990s in the narratives 
 of responders and attempted to group them. 


Task 2. To specify the characteristics of the information that respondents receive 
 from the family, media, school and cultural institutions.  


The formation of opinion and attitudes is influenced by all these institutions (Britannica, 
 2020), so we  attempted to  identify and then group  the information  that the  responders learn 
 about the 90s and the collapse of the Soviet Union from the family, schools (general secondary 
 education), the media, works of culture and art.  


When working with literature, we found out that young people are more likely to learn 
 about difficult periods in the history of the USSR (e.g. Stalin’s repressions) from the media 
 than from school or relatives (Гудков, 2010). At the same time, “family chronicles” play a huge 
 role  in  shaping  the  collective  memory  of  historical  events. (Репина,  2003)  Thus,  it  seemed 
 interesting to examine the sources of ideas about the period of this research’ interest. 


In  the  course  of  this  task,  it  was  also  interesting  to  study  how  the  characteristics  of 
transmission of information in the family change depending on the age of the responder. For 
instance, if he or she witnessed the 90s as a child or if he or she perceived the information as 
part of the “family chronicles.”
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