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Posudek oponenta diplomové práce


Studijní program:Mezinárodní ekonomické vztahy
 Studijní obor:International and Diplomatic Studies
 Akademický rok:2020/2021


Název práce:EU Foreign Policy in the Eastern Partnership: Case Study of the Republic of
 Moldova


Řešitel:Dorin Suhan


Vedoucí práce:Ing. Mgr. Markéta Votoupalová, Ph.D.


Oponent:Ing. Michal Strnad


Hlediska Stupeň


hodnocení


1. Stupeň splnění cíle práce 3


2. Logická stavba práce 4


3. Práce s literaturou, citace 2


4. Adekvátnost použitých metod 2


5. Hloubka analýzy ve vztahu k tématu 3


6. Vlastní přístup k řešení 2


7. Formální úprava práce 3


8. Jazyková a stylistická úprava práce 3


Konkrétní připomínky a dotazy k práci:


The thesis suffers from a striking disaccord between the declared goal and the actual content. As the title
 and the Introduction suggest, the thesis explores the Eastern Partnership as a concrete policy of the EU,
 the case study being the Republic of Moldova (RoM). As stated by the author, the thesis ‘aims to show that
 the Eastern Partnership represents the “buffer zone” between these two powerful actors in Europe’ and


‘will prove that the EU has imposed itself as a strong economic partner in this region by defaming Russia
 (…), but politically, the EU has failed to influence the internal policy of these countries.’ The hypothesis
 being that ‘the European Union, like Russia, exerts a special influence on this country, becoming the
 international actor that offers both political and economic support, but has failed to clearly anchor the
 Republic of Moldova on the path of European accession.’ Unfortunately, the structure of the chapters does
 not follow this research goal. Rather, it evokes a comparative study between the EU’s and Russian
 influence in the RoM. The author dedicates too much room to unnecessary inner-state issues of the RoM
 and to Russian interests in this country (and other states) at the expense of the analysis. Detailed stances
 of Russia on other Eastern European states must be considered irrelevant given the thesis’ goal and
 scope. In addition, I also miss any stated period of analysis.


The structure and sequence of the chapters lack logic. The section describing EU’s external policies,
 termed as literature review in the thesis, is rather chaotic – as mixed with elements of Russia – and fails to
 define key concepts for the analysis. This chapter should be an intergral part of the missing theoretical
 section. The thesis declares to analyse the Eastern Partnership through the lens of soft/normative power,
 as found in the chapter “Powers of the European Union”. However, this goal is hardly addressed later and
 remains unsufficiently answered. The analytical part is poorly organised due to the absence of any
 analytical categories and does not follow any clear logic. The author regularly jumps from one topic to
 another within one paragraph.


For illustration, I suggest the following structure of the thesis given the author’s research aim.


• Introduction


• THEORETICAL PART


• 1. Foreign relations of the EU


• 1.1 Actorness of the EU (treaties, bodies)


• 1.2 European Neighbourhood Policy


• 1.3 Eastern Partnership (what, where, how long, priorities, problems)


• 2.Soft power



(2)• 2.1 Normative power (theoretical concept)


• 2.2 Normative power of the EU (concept applied to the EU in general)


• EMPIRICAL PART


• 3. Case study: Republic of Moldova


• 3.1 Country’s political profile (brief!)


• 3.2 Historical background on pivotal moments in relations with the EU up to the period of study


• 3.3 ANALYSIS


• Dimension 1


• Dimension 2


• Dimension 3 (according to the concepts defined in the theoretical part, e.i. Eastern Partnership/Soft
 and Normative power.


• Conclusion


The thesis is poorly formatted. I miss the point why some chapters are numbered and some are not. The
 citation style is inconsistent throughout the thesis: (Popescu and Wilson 2009: 2), (Manners 2009,1-2),
 (Bretherton and Vogler 1999). Occassionally, whole paragraphs containing detailed information lack
 sources altogether. I acknowledge that the author is not a native speaker. However, the level of language
 could have been improved externally.


Questions:


1. Where does the author see the major factors hindering the successful implementation of the Eastern
 Partnership in general?


2. Which bodies could be strenghtened in order to make the EU’s external action more effective?


Závěr: Diplomovou práci doporučuji k obhajobě.


Navrhovaná výsledná klasifikace práce: 3


Datum: 17. 5. 2021 Ing. Michal Strnad
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